
MINUTES


OF THE 


LOUISIANA STATE BOARD OF OPTOMETRY EXAMINERS


FEBRUARY 14, 2014

THEUS LAW OFFICE

ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

1. CALL TO ORDER

The Meeting of the Louisiana State Board of Optometry Examiners was called to order by President, Gary Avallone, O.D. at 1:00 pm on Friday, February 14, 2014 at Theus Law Office located in Alexandria, Louisiana.

2. ROLL CALL
Roll was called and a quorum was present.

Present: Drs. James Sandefur, David Fisher, Mark Roy, Gary Avallone and Jay Miller.
Absent: None
Others Present: Mr. Ashok Marapalli (Mamou Exxon), Mr. Kabir Ahmad (New York Jewelry and Perfume), Graves Theus and Teche Manuel.
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

There was a motion by Drs. Sandefur/Roy to approve the minutes of last meeting with no changes. Passed unanimously. 

4. HEARING

At 1:30 pm investigative hearing were commenced regarding Mr. Marapalli. 
A.) Mr. Ashok Marapalli was brought before the Board to address the issue of whether he was in violation of the law by selling contact lenses without a valid prescription. After Mr.Marapalli was placed under oath by Mr. Theus, Mr. Theus presented the history of the case. The Board then questioned Mr. Marapalli. Mr. Marapalli agreed that the proof was from his store, he was previously unaware that he was violating the law but he now understands it is illegal. Mr. Marapalli agreed to sign a Cease and Desist order/Consent Decree stating that he would not violate the law in the future. In light of Mr. Marapalli’s cooperation, upon motion by Drs. Sandefur/Avallone the Board moved that the fine will be reduced to the Board’s administrative cost. Passed Unanimously. Mr. Theus will inform Mr. Marapalli the amount to be paid.   
B.) Mr. Kabir Ahmad was brought before the Board to address the issue of whether he was in violation of the law by selling contact lenses without a valid prescription. After Mr. Ahmad was placed under oath by Mr. Theus, Mr. Theus presented the history of this case. The Board questioned Mr. Ahmad and he agreed that the proof was from his store, he explained that he was told everyone is selling them but understands that he was previously violating the law and agreed to sign a Cease and Desist order/ Consent Decree stating that he would not violate the law in the future. In light of Mr. Ahmad’s cooperation, upon motion by Drs. Sandefur/Fisher the Board moved that the fine will be reduced to the Board’s administrative cost. Passed Unanimously. Mr. Theus will inform Mr. Ahmad the amount to be paid.   

C.) The Board discussed Fashion Outlook. Fashion Outlook was served for hearing and failed to appear. Upon motion by Drs. Fisher/Roy the Board set a fine of $5,000.00 for the illegal sale of contact lens, plus a fine of $1,000.00 for neglecting to appear for hearing. 
 

At 3:30 pm the investigative hearing was adjourned. 
5. COMPLAINTS – ILLEGAL CONTACT LENS SELLERS

A.) A motion was made by Drs. Miller/Roy to close the following complaints as they have been resolved to the Board’s satisfaction;

1. Chadeaux’s
2. ARNO Enterprises

Each entity has signed a Consent Decree and/or has been shopped and found to not be selling lenses.  Passed unanimously.

B.) The Board and Mr. Theus discussed Ashley’s Optical. Mr. Theus has been in contact with Ms. Ashley’s and the fine with be settled shortly.
C.) The Case of Dr. Rob Janot vs. Buy and Save Hair was discussed. The Board is waiting on Buy and Save Hair’s response. 

6. COMPLAINTS O.D.’S

 The following were discussed.
a.) Mr. Cibley vs. Dr. Charles Adams – the Board is waiting on Dr. Adam’s reply

b.) Mr. Arendt vs. Dr. Tim Boreing –no violation of law was committed
c.) Ms. Theriot vs. Dr. Marc Ardoin – no violation of law was committed
d.) Inmate Darrell Robinson vs. Dr. Glen Coullard – no violation of law was committed 
e.) Mr. Powers vs. Dr. David Tran – no violation of law was committed
Upon motion by Sandefur/Roy it was decided to send the proper form letter to Arendt, Theriot, Robinson, and Powers.  Passed unanimously.
7. NEW BUSINESS
The Board discussed the Board’s Website operations.
Upon motion by Avallone/Roy the Board moved that: if the legislature allows the use of lasers for therapeutic purposes by optometrists, the Board will set requirements for certification to perform laser procedures and the minimum required training shall be the Advanced Procedures course given by the Northeast State University of Oklahoma College of Optometry.  Passed unanimously.

8. OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business at this time.
9. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no comments from the public.

10. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to discuss the meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m.

________________________________   
______________________________

James D. Sandefur, O.D./Secretary

Gary Avallone, O.D./President
