MINUTES OF THE
LOUISIANA FOLKLIFE COMMISSION MEETING
Louisiana State Library
Baton Rouge, LA
Friday, February 27, 2026
1 PM

Folklife Commission members present: 
Rachel Ornelas, Leaa Russell, Shane Rasmussen, Karen McKinney, Herman Fuselier, Meg Placke, Ray Berthelot, Josetta LeBoeuf, Sharon Calcote, Kimberly Walden, Mona Lisa Saloy, Susan Roach, Natalie Roblin, Kent Peacock, John Sharp, and Justin Lemoine

Folklife Commission members absent: 
Jim Hogg, Joyce Miller

Guests and Louisiana Office of Cultural Development (OCD) staff present: Justin Lemoine


I. CALL TO ORDER
Teresa Parker opened the meeting of the Louisiana Folklife Commission at 1 pm. Parker invited commissioners to introduce themselves. 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes of the August 8, 2025 meeting were approved with a motion from John Sharp and a second by Meg Placke. 

III. REPORTS
A. Chair Report –Teresa Parker 
Parker deferred her comments until the Business section of the meeting.

B. LDOA Budget Report – Leea Russell
Russell reported that the LDOA budget is roughly $3.1 million, including $68K from the legislature, just over $1 million from the NEA, and $2.1 million from the Office of Tourism via interagency transfer. Federal funding seems secure- awaiting funding notification. Noted that Lacey Chataignier has moved from Tourism to LDOA with a focus on cultural development- a general fund request to cover the additional cost is in the works. Comment by Calcote that Chataignier is still very involved in tourism. Russell noted the need for state funding for initiative. Roach inquired about North East Music Trail involvement and Doyle Jeter- Calcote noted that Chataignier is working with and involved with it- Jeter has 29 markers on trail. Parker inquired about Arts Education Director- Russell reported Quaja Bell was hired in March 2025.	Comment by Maida Owens: Remind Leea to prepare her report

C. Director’s Report – Maria Zeringue
Zeringue directed attention to a slideshow presentation. Acknowledged Alora Thompson for completion of the 3 year project of LA Folklife archive digitization project- images & associated metadata will be transferred to LSU Special Collections for online display. Zeringue attended all 5 Folklife Tradition Bearer ceremonies. Acknowledged LEH support of Miranda Restovic and Chris Robert. Zeringue an overview of honorees and summarized the events. Zerningue gave an overview of the Passing It On program, which received a record 21 applications and distributed 12 awards- all of whom were 1st time recipients- noted that the Northern and Northeastern Louisiana could use greater representation. Zerangue gave Bayou Culture Collaborative overview- the 2026 theme is “Reclaiming the Human Connection”.
Overview of site visits: Rougarou Fest with Gigantes, Arnaudville Atelier du Nature Halloween event with Enchanted Forest, Passing It On events: Giimoozaabi BlacK Hunters in New Orleans taught Mardi Gras suits skills on events, one that was open to the public and Pa Kwon paper and floral arrangements in the Lao community in New Iberia. Zerangue said Louisiana Folklore Society meeting best since 2015 because of great submission on intersection of technology and culture. 
Projects in Progress: updating Louisiana Folklife program logo- Make/Made in Lafayette, reworking Capitol Breezeway Exhibit, focus on Passing It On workshops, radio partnership with KRVS arts and traditional arts programing statewide.
Questions: Roach inquired about location of artifacts from Breezeway exhibits that might be displaced by renovations. The 7 exhibit cases will be condensed to 4 total during 5 year renovation. Russell mentioned that Alora Thompson new contract starts 2/27/26 with duties of assisting Maria and other administrative duties. Parker inquired about KRVS program format- Zeringue interview style program with multiple hosts. Parker asked about logo process, which Zeringue will see soon. Parker and Commission excited about Zeringue’s work and future.


IV.	BUSINESS

A. Folklife Month – Teresa Parker
Each (John Sharp and Herman Fuselier, Mona Lisa Saloy, and Shane Rasmussen) ambassador, spoke about the event and artist they celebrated for Folklife Month 2025. All events were deemed successful and the recognition was appreciated. Folklife Commissioners Roblin, Parker, Ornelas, Saloy, LeBoeuf, McKinney, Josetta, Roach, Sharp, and Fuselier indicated that they might be willing to serve as Ambassadors in 2026.

B. Special Meetings Committee – Teresa Parker  
Parker reported that the Special Meeting Committee did not meet because there was no need.  

C. Election of Officers –Teresa Parker
Zeringue discussed Sean Ardoin as a possibility to fill Jonathan Foret’s recently vacated Louisiana State Arts Council member seat. LSAC Chair would send nomination letter after discussing with Ardoin to see if he is willing to serve.

D. Set date for next Commission meeting – Teresa Parker 
The next full meeting is scheduled for June 5, 2026 at 1 pm in person at the State Library unless the Special Meetings Committee makes other arrangements. 

V.	PUBLIC COMMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

· Teresa Parker recognized Rachel Ornelas for receiving Spirit of Folk award at the Folklife Alliance International meeting 
· Rachel Ornelas spoke about the Folklife Alliance International meeting which will return to New Orleans in 2030 & 2032 
· Leaa Russell announced the DOA annual report will go out digitally soon, featuring Zeringue’s work and acknowledging Maida Owens many years of contribution
· Karen McKinney announced Historic Preservation State Plan 2026-2030 has been approved and will soon be added to the website
· Justin Lemoine announced October 3rd 2026 is a celebration in Henderson of the 26th anniversary of the Atchafalaya National Heritage Area being designated by the NPS
· Natalie Roblin announced that the Louisiana Historic Trust Spring Ramble Point Coupee Parish on February 28, 2026, a virtual series “Preservation Live” with historic property professionals will debut March 10, and the Louisiana Trust for Historic Preservation conference will be held in Hammond March 26-27. Plans for “Great flood of 1927” programming ongoing- one marker erected and two more in the works. Kristen McCollum in charge of programming.
· Mona Lisa Saloy spoke about the need to raise the Tradition Bearer Award and frame funds should be raised (currently $400 and $50)
· Rachel Ornelas spoke about the New Orleans Jazz Festival “Past meets Pixel” tent to showcase conversations about folklife through social media and digital presentation that cultural traditions.
· Shane Rasmussen announced July 8 Louisiana Folk Festival Easter Rock and September 12 Louisiana Studies Conference Louisiana theme “Remembering History” 
· Susan Roach announced that the True Life Church where Easter Rock ceremonies are held has been established as a 501c3 organization so that they can keep the original building as a performance space. Last chance on Louisiana Folk Festival posters and booklets. 
· Herman Fuselier announced recent victories in St. Landry Parish:  40K people attended Mardi Gras in Eunice, 4K came to Keith Frank in Opelousas, Valcour Records got 2nd Grammy, national news coverage (National Geographic and LA 64) , and opening of French Immersion academy Ecole St. Landry  
· John Sharp asked for input on Pomeroy Legends and Lore markers and Louisiana Music Museum and announced that Festivals Acadiens et Creoles will be partnering with the Smithsonian Folk Festival for the Bicentennial celebration extended stage, tradition bearers, and material culture
· Kimberly Walden announced that LA 64 also filmed in St. Mary Parish


VI.	ADJOURN
There being no further business to discuss, the Commission adjourned at 2:30 pm. Sharp moved, and Berthelot seconded. 
