Louisiana Environmental Education Commission

Meeting Minutes

November 8, 2011

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

Baton Rouge Office, Louisiana Room

1:00 PM
I. 
Call to Order

The regular meeting of the Louisiana Environmental Education Commission was called to order by Alex Appeaning, Chair of Commission, at 1:00 PM.

II.
Roll Call/Sign-in


Alex Appeaning recognized and welcomed new member Stephen Chustz


All members present signed in on the sign-in sheet provided.


Members present:

Dale Bayard

Steve Chustz

Jonathan Dearbone

Dinah Maygarden

David Boldt

Aimee Robert

Alex Appeaning

Gary Balsamo

Angela Capello

Deepak Bhatnagar

Allyn Rodriguez

Connie Conner

Mary Fuglaar

Dianne Lindstedt

Linda Champion for Ann Wilson

Andre Williams for Heidi Hitter

Others present:

Venise Ortego, Coordinator


Juliet Raffray, Assistant Coordinator


Linda Brown, DEQ
III. 
Minutes from Last Meeting

Venise Ortego asked for revisions/corrections. No one had any revisions.


Motion: Alex Appeaning moved to approve minutes from last meeting.


Gary Balsamo seconded the motion.



Vote: Passed unopposed
IV. 
Financial Report, Venise Ortego 
Venise went over the financial report and noted that we were building up a little cash.
V. 
Coordinator’s Report
Venise Ortego reported on the proposals that were submitted by the Commission. The proposal “Ed Talk to Tech Talk” was submitted to GOMA. She explained the idea of the ecosystem services proposal that was submitted to EPA for $92,000. Dinah Maygarden will have a subcontract on that grant if it is awarded. Venise announced that the EPA grant proposal is for money that will go into mini grants for teachers and/or outreach workshop series.

Since our last meeting Venise attended the NAAEE conference, worked on ELP development and made contact with the National Girls Collaborative. Juliet also exhibited at a social studies conference.
Venise reported that the Whooping Crane Reintroduction Program had a setback with the shooting of two Whooping Cranes by two teenagers a few weeks earlier. She provided the Commission with whatever details she had on the event. The reintroduction program earlier had requested the development of educational materials on the Whooping Crane including a toolkit and workshops for teachers. Juliet showed the life size poster of the bird that will be a part of the toolkit. There will possibly be $150,000 set aside for this effort via a grant award to LDWF. A discussion that an overall education program on conservation of birds, migratory vs. resident populations and the legality of shooting any bird in the state is needed..  Also suggested was the development of an exhibit that could be set up in government buildings and libraries. 
VI. 
Old Business
A. 2012 Symposium Committee Reports

1. Audio Visual: Dinah Maygarden had no formal report but said she will need some projectors and some screens.

2. Door Prize/Hospitality:  Mary Fuglaar reported that Heidi was asking members to contribute to the door prizes. Connie with have her two girls there to help with the door prizes.
3. Evaluation:  Allyn Rodriguez reported that the evaluation will be ready next week.
4. Exhibitors: Angela Capello reported that there are only a few registrations in but that is usually the case at this time and expects it to pick up after NSTA.
5. Finance: Venise Ortego submitted a mini grant to Shell and has not heard from them yet. Exxon has the paperwork moving for $1400.Venise passed out the expenditure table from last year and expects the conference to cost about $10K.
6. Keynote: Venise Ortego announced that Colonel Fleming and Nancy Rabalais are set for a keynote discussion.
7. Financial Assistance: Connie Conner reported that the form will be similar to last years’ but has not been completed yet.
8. Programs:  Juliet Raffray reported that she has the brochure and flyer loaded on the website and is working on the program.
9. Public Relations: Juliet. Raffray reported that she will load up conference information when it is ready.
10. Registration:  Venise Ortego announced that the short courses are confirmed and information on registration will go out next week.
B. Environmental Literacy Plan

Venise Ortego reported that the ELP committee decided to hire a writer for the ELP. Heather Szapary has agreed to complete the work. She will work with the ELP committee and conduct interviews while working on the text. A December 20th deadline is set for the draft text. Venise will discuss with her terms of the contract tomorrow. Once the ELP is complete the final draft will go to DOE for approval and then to Governor Jindal.
C. Art & Language Arts Contest updates

Juliet Raffray announced that the calendars are ready for pick up today and she is working on getting the billboards up. 
VII. 
New Business
A. 2012 Grants Program. 

Venise Ortego reported that they will be updating the RFPs to post on the site in mid-January and is hoping to expand the grants. Deadlines for proposals are mid-April. 
B. LEEC Vote of Officers. 
Venise passed out the ballots for the vote on officers and then tallied them. Gary Balsamo was elected Chair-Elect and Angela Capello was elected Secretary.
VIII. 
Announcements
· Juliet announced that the 2012 calendars are ready for pickup after the meeting.
· Allyn announced that NPS will be having an art contest.
· Dianne announced an videoconference forum on the oil spill at LSU, the New Orleans Aquarium and SciPort on Saturday November 19, 2011
· Dale said he enjoyed his service on the Commission.
· Deepak said he was impressed with the dedication of the members and that Mrs. Jindal did look at the art while it was at the mansion.

· Connie and the Commission thanked Alex for his service.
· The Symposium is at the Crowne Plaza in Lafayette March 9-10.
· The ELP committee will meet after this meeting to discuss the contract for the Heather Szapary.
IX. 
Next Meeting Dates: March 9, 2012 (5:00 pm at Symposium in Lafayette), May 8, 2012, August 14, 2012
X. 
Adjournment
2:05pm


Motion: Jonathan made a motion to adjourn.  
Second: Allyn seconded the motion.



Vote: Passed unopposed.
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