Environmental Education Commission
Meeting Minutes
August 20, 2013
Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries

Baton Rouge Office, 4th Floor Conference Room
1 PM
I. Call to order Commission Chair Gary Balsamo, called the meeting to order at 1:04 pm.
II. Roll Call/Sign-in
LEEC Members Present: 

Alex Appeaning

Gary Balsamo

Jason Barnes

Deepak Bhatnagar

Dean Blackett

David Boldt

Angela Capello

Connie Conner

Jonathan Dearbone

Melanie Dupre

Heather Egger

Dianne Lindstedt

Dinah Maygarden

Brenda Nixon

Jennifer Roberts

Cole Ruckstuhl

Kelly Templet

Brenda Walkenhorst
 Others Present:
Jesse Deroche
Linda Hardy

Venise Ortego

Carrie Salyers

III. Welcome new members – Dean Blackett, Brenda Walkenhorst, Jennifer Roberts, Cole Ruckstuhl, Melanie Dupre, Heather Egger, Jason Barnes
IV. Acceptance of Minutes from last 3 meetings: 
Brenda moved to accept the minutes from November 2012, February 2013, and May 2013. All were accepted by the Commission.
V. Financial Report; 
Venise provided the financial report. She gave an explanation of the components of the budget for new members, including the Litter Abatement Education fund and renewal of drivers’ licenses, etc.

She also mentioned the prestige “Pelican” plate. The litter abatement funds go to enforcement of litter laws and education. The same budget will be available to the EEC next year.
The EPA EE grant totals $150,000 and there is currently $85K remaining. Approximately $60K has been distributed to schools in the form of school sustainability grants. 

$10,000 was requested to be given to USGS for plant ID web site (NWRC). However, this was not completed before the end of the fiscal year due to a need for a contract. This request is still ongoing.

VI. Coordinator’s Report; 
Venise Ortego gave a coordinators report. 

She provided a brief background summary of EEC for new members: 

Representatives from 6 congressional districts and a range of agencies and industries make up the Commission.

The position of Coordinator’s assistant is currently vacant as Juliet Raffray has resigned. Seventy-one qualified applications were received. The interview process is ongoing and a decision will soon be made.

2012 Grants Program:

22 grants were awarded. 19 final reports have been received. 3 extensions have been requested.

2013 Symposium:

The final check has been received from BTNEP, so the books are now closed and the accounting department has examined and approved the books.

Whooping Crane Workshops:
Carrie will be coordinating these with a $41,000 donation from Chevron.

Lessons were developed and are incorporated into the workshops.

Upcoming whooping crane workshops:
· October – LSTA

· January – Vermillion Parish

· January – Master Naturalist Program
Venise gave a presentation for Texas educators aboard Intracoastal Wetlands Expedition while the boat was docked in Lake Charles. She also gave a presentation to students at the Thensted Center in Grand Coteau. 

The coordinator’s report was accepted.

VII. Old Business
A. Environmental Literacy Plan: 
Venise updated the Commission on the history of the ELP. The ELP committee began in 2010 to develop the draft plan that is currently complete and awaiting Secretary Barham’s signature. It will then go to the Governor for consideration of approval and signature.

Venise offered to link the document in Drop Box if anyone would like to review it.

The public review period has ended.

The Purpose and background of ELP was given: The No Child Left Inside legislation was never nationally accepted; for states to receive funding from the Federal government, they must develop an official ELP. Louisiana held a stakeholders’ meeting in 2010 and 77 people attended. Input from this group helped guide the resulting ELP.
B. EPA Grant

1. Grants Program:
Brenda Nixon reported on the EPA grants program. EEC has distributed funds to schools in 5 states in EPA Region 6: OK, NM, TX, LA, and AR. Each recipient school has received support from the grants coordinator via conference calls to help project implementation stay on track and to solve problems. Projects have covered a range of topics, including installing hand dryers in school bathrooms and creating school gardens. This round of grants is currently winding down.

The 2014 Sustainability Initiative Program (SIP) proposals under this funding program are due on September 16 via online submission (EEC website) and over $27,000 is available to award. This round is open to a larger pool of applicants – including non-profits, schools, universities, etc. EEC affiliates are not eligible. Five to six grants will be selected. 

There have been two grant rounds so far. The second was disappointing, with only one Louisiana applicant being selected. Many applicants failed to follow directions.

2. Quantifying Debris: A Marine Debris Workshop:

Dianne Lindstedt and Dinah Maygarden reported on the Quantifying Debris Teachers’ professional development workshop, which took place at Rockefeller Refuge June 27-29, 2013. The workshop was attended by an exceptional group of 16 educators. The group participated in field and classroom activities. The end result was collecting, sorting, and analyzing 700 pounds of trash from the beach. Data on the trash were recorded and math and science classroom activities were generated.

C. 2014 Symposium Committee: 

Gary Balsamo led the group in forming sub-committees for the coordination of the 2014 EE Symposium.
1. Complete committee sign-ups: 
A/V – Dinah (Chair) and Deepak

Keynote Speaker – Kelly (Chair), Jonathon, & Alex
Program – Brenda N. (Chair) and Jason

Evaluation – Heather (Chair), Dianne, & Cole
Short Courses – Dinah and David

Door Prizes – Connie (Chair) & Carrie Salyers
Exhibitors – Angela (Chair) & Dianne

Financial Assistance/ Sponsorship – Gary (Chair), Deepak, & Dean
Promotion – Jennifer (Chair) & Connie
2. Vote on theme:
The group proposed several theme ideas (including sportsman’s paradise, environmental literacy, littering/debris, climate change, green Louisiana/green schools, endangered species, and watersheds); an online vote will take place shortly, after more ideas are gathered via e-mail – Venise requested a 24 hour turn around. It was decided that it would be a good idea to keep the symposium theme and the Art and Language Art Contest theme the same.

3. Committee organizing time:
Time was taken for the sub-committee members to discuss strategy among themselves.

D. Bylaws Committee:
Dianne said there was nothing to report. The bylaws were revised in 2009. Few current commission members were present when the bylaws were written. A copy of the bylaws were provided to the members present.
VIII. New Business
A. Nominating committee appointments: 
Gary Balsamo called for a nominating committee to be formed. Alex Appeaning volunteered to be on this committee and Angela volunteered to continue on it.  As past chair of the EEC, Connie will serve as the chair. The Nominating Committee will identify a Chair Elect, Secretary, and any vacant positions. 
Allyn Rodriguez was Chair-Elect, but due to redistricting, she lost her seat on LEEC. 

Alex nominated Kelly Templet.

Gary nominated Brenda Nixon.

Jonathan moved to close nominations; Deepak seconded. Nominations were closed.

Voting took place. 
B. 2014 Art & Language Arts Contest theme:
Venise commented that this had already been addressed in the Symposium theme discussion.
C. Funding request by International Crane Foundation:
Carrie Salyers announced a funding request from the International Crane Foundation (ICF) and Center for Global Environmental Education (CGEE) at Hamline University in St. Paul, MN. To produce an interactive multi-media program to be delivered online. It will include 4 modules, 
Module 1. Estuaries in the Balance. (already funded) – see  http://cgee.hamline.edu/CoastalBendEstuaries/
Module 2.  “Wondrous Wetlands: Habitat for Whoopers”.

Module 3. To the Brink and Back (Interactive Whooping Crane Timeline)  

Module 4. Migration Sensation – an interactive game.

The total estimated cost is $205,000. Venise is considering providing $5000 towards this total.

A discussion ensued regarding the budget and funding the Symposium. There was concern about being sure there are funds to support teachers attending the symposium before funding other programs and that it was too early to commit. It was decided to table this request until after the Symposium.
Alex commented that it may be important to set priorities. 

Venise suggested a need to revisit the strategic plan.

Chair Elect Vote: It was announced that Brenda Nixon was elected Chair Elect.

IX. Announcements:
Brenda announced that LSTA will be held October 31 – Nov 2, 2013.

Dianne announced that Ocean Commotion is on November 22, 2013.

X. Next Meeting Dates: November 12, 2013, February 21, 2014 (at Symposium in Shreveport), May 13, 2014
XI. Adjournment
Chair Gary Balsamo thanked the members and Deepak motioned to adjourn. Dianne seconded.

Meeting was adjourned at 3:30 pm.
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