
MINUTES CRAB TASK FORCE MEETING


March 24, 2011

Call to Order/Roll Call

The Crab Task Force meeting was called to order by Chairman Gary Bauer at 4:40 p.m.

A roll call was then made: 
	VOTING 
	
	NON-VOTING 
	

	Gary Bauer
	X
	Mark Benfield
	

	Pete Gerica
	X
	Carl Britt
	X

	Dennis Landry
	
	Melissa Daigle
	X

	Roy Meek
	
	Rusty Gaude
	

	Pete Peterson
	X
	Walter Keithly
	

	L.J. Sandras
	X
	David Lavergne
	X

	Pat Templet
	X
	Jeff Mayne
	X

	Keith Watts
	X
	
	

	
	
	
	


A quorum of six voting members was present.
Adoption of Minutes and Agenda
Pete Gerica moved and L.J. Sandras seconded that “the minutes and agenda be approved as written” – motion carried (all in favor).

Public Input
Mr. Wayde Bonvillain, softshell crab producer, explained that he has recently had several thousand crabs die in his shedding tanks, without explanation.  Mr. Bonvillain stated he is losing approximately 300 crabs out of every 10,000 daily.  He further stated that he usually sees 98.5% production from the crabs in his tanks.  He had installed a new filter system and cleaned the tanks but crabs are still dying.  Keith Watts asked how long tanks were run after being cleaned before placing crabs in them.  He mentioned that it sounded like the water was not seasoned properly before putting crabs in the tanks.  Marty Bourgeois, LDWF Biologist, stated that LDWF had submitted samples of the crabs to Dr. Hawke’s lab at LSU to be tested and preliminary analysis showed heavy infestations of protozoan in the gill tissues.  Dr. Hawke was also testing the crabs for white spot disease.  Gary Bauer asked if the crab deaths could be related to something other than natural processes.  Mr. Bonvillain further stated that oyster fishermen in his area were finding oil in their dredges when fishing for oysters.  Pete Peterson asked Pete Gerica if he or anyone he works around was having similar problems with their crab shedding businesses.  Mrs. Trudy Luke stated that in her area they were experiencing a 48% loss of crabs over last year’s harvest.  Pete Peterson asked if these losses were seen historically.  Mrs. Luke replied that nothing like this had ever been seen.  Keith Watts recommended that the industry document these occurrences well.  Melissa Daigle, LA Sea Grant attorney, recommended taking photographs and even video of these occurrences and maintaining such documentation.  The Task Force members asked that final results from Dr. Hawke’s testing be presented at the next Crab Task Force meeting.
NFWF Grant Proposal/Derelict Crab Removal Program 

Dr. Julie Anderson stated that LA Sea Grant had received some feedback on their grant application for the Derelict Crab Removal Program.  The process was running its course and they remained hopeful.  Results of the application would be presented at the next Crab Task Force meeting.
Dispersant Toxicity Study
Dr. Julie Anderson prefaced the presentation of her study results by saying that the study did not deal with adult crabs.  She presented results from a study that was conducted to determine mortalities of juvenile and larval crabs from exposure to different levels of oil dispersants.  The study showed that majority of mortalities occurred at extreme high exposure rates, more than 1,000% of what was supposed to be in the Gulf of Mexico during the Deepwater Horizon oil spill.

Megalopae Settlement Study
Dr. Erin Grey, Tulane University, began her presentation by stating that the Deepwater Horizon oil spill coincided with peak blue crab spawning in the Gulf of Mexico.  She mentioned that Blue Crab megalopae live at the surface of the water and feed on plankton which may have fed on toxic substances.  Thus, it is likely that blue crab larvae and eggs were in contact with oil spill related compounds.  In this study, 73% of the megalopae sampled had orange spots which are believed to be associated with oil spill related substances.  However, megalopae settlement numbers did not appear to be changed in 2010 when compared to previous years.  Ms. Caz Taylor, also from Tulane University, added that the study was being done on Matrix-based population dynamics.  She would like to have sex related harvest data from LDWF to improve the models.  Dr. Taylor asked if members of the Crab Task Force might be interested in collaboration with her further study.
Trade Adjustment Assistance Program
Ms. Melissa Daigle, LSU Sea Grant attorney, stated that Trade Adjustment Assistance has been made available to farmers competing with imported products and goods.  Upon being deemed qualified, farmers can get funds that can be used to become more competitive or to change to a new industry.  Funds can also be used for educational purposes.  Eligible commodities must be in a raw state and have to be certified eligible by the USDA.  An industry would have to show at least 15% decline in value in order to be qualified for Trade Adjustment Assistance.  Dr. Julie Anderson asked about timelines for crab fishermen being able to apply for assistance.  It was recommended that the Crab Task Force contact the Southern Shrimpers Association to learn from their experience in making application.

Derelict Crab Trap Removal Program
Marty Bourgeois stated that Plaquemines Parish Government had requested a derelict trap cleanup in their Parish.  LDWF was able to conduct the project under a declaration of emergency.  The cleanup took place February 26, 2011 through March 5, 2011.  Because the trap removal operation took place in a heavily oiled area, it was conducted by a contractor.  Over 1,400 derelict crab traps were removed.  Compensation for the contractor was based on performance.
Fisheries Disaster Assistance Program
Mark Schexnayder, LDWF Biologist, stated remaining Gustav/Ike funds will be made available through a grant program facilitated by ISLAFA.  Fishermen could be eligible for up to $35,000 in assistance.  The fishermen will be required to present receipts for expenses as documentation.

Travel Reimbursement for Crab Task Force Members
Mr. Gary Bauer opened the discussion on the possibility of reimbursing voting Crab Task Force members for travel expenses when attending meetings.  It was agreed among the members that some type of reimbursement was needed to help with recruitment and retention of members and to help those that travel great distances to meetings.

Pete Gerica moved and L.J. Sandras seconded that “the Crab Task Force move forward on having legislation written for reimbursement of Crab Task Force members’ travel expenses using funds already collected through the Blue Crab Promotion and Marketing account.”  Motion carried (all in favor).

Minimum Harvest Size for Blue Crabs
Gary Bauer had asked members of the Crab Task Force to consider increasing the minimum harvest size for blue crabs to 5.5 inches.  Gary stated he had received results of a study from Vince Guillory, LDWF Biologist, which showed that increased minimum harvest size could be detrimental. 
Pete Peterson moved and Keith Watts seconded that “the Crab Task Force should no longer pursue the possibility of increasing minimum harvest size for Blue Crabs.”  Motion carried (all in favor).

MSC Certification Update
Mark Schexnayder stated that LDWF was confident of the sustainability of the Blue Crab industry.  He further stated that the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) sets the bar high for sustainability certification, but progress towards certification was being made.  The next step towards certification, as required by Scientific Certification Systems (SCS), is to submit a Blue Crab stock assessment for peer review.  Mark presented the stock assessment for review to the Crab Task Force membership.  Keith Watts mentioned how impressed he was with the amount of data that LDWF had accumulated. Mark commented that the amount of data was more than sufficient; it just needed to be in the form required by MSC. Mark mentioned that Wal-Mart had stated that MSC certification would not be the only sustainability certification they would accept, but all seafood they sold would require an equivalent certification.
Other Business
David Lavergne, LDWF Economist, reminded Crab Task Force members that annual financial disclosures were due to LA Department of Revenue by May 15, 2011.  The disclosure forms had been revised since the previous year.  Mark Schexnayder recommended that LDWF send copies of the new forms to all Crab Task Force members.
Gary Bauer mentioned that the Boston Seafood Show had gone very well.  Louisiana seafood was well represented and the Blue Crab Fishery was an emphasis.

Next Meeting/Agenda
Crab Task Force requested the next meeting be held in June.

Suggested agenda items include: Crab mortalities and lab findings, NFWF Grant proposal update, Follow up on travel reimbursement proposal, Senior commercial crabber license, MSC certification update, Trade Adjustment Assistance update, and the next Crab Education Day.

Adjournment
The Crab Task Force was adjourned by Chairman Gary Bauer at 6:54 p.m.

