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CRAB TASK FORCE MEETING MINUTES
February 26, 2013

Call to Order/Roll Call

The Crab Task Force meeting was called to order by Vice-Chair Mrs. Trudy Luke at 2:07 pm.

A roll call was then made: 

	VOTING 
	
	NON-VOTING 
	

	Kim Alphonso
	x
	Dr. Julie Anderson
	x

	Gary Bauer, Chair
	x
	Carl Britt
	x

	Donnye Bourn
	x
	Dr. Rex Caffey
	

	Kernny Comardelle
	x
	Melissa Daigle
	

	Pete Gerica
	x
	Dr. Jack Isaacs
	x

	Trudy Luke, Vice-Chair
	x
	Alan Matherne
	

	Roy Meek
	x
	Lt. Col. Jeff Mayne
	x

	Eric Melerine
	x
	
	

	Rodney Parfait
	x
	
	

	L.J. Sandras
	
	
	

	Keith Watts
	x
	
	


A quorum of eight voting members was present.  Mr. Pete Gerica and Chairman Gary Bauer arrived shortly following roll call, 10 voting members were then present.

Adoption of Minutes and Agenda
Mr. Keith Watts moved and Mr. Kim Alphonso seconded that “the minutes and agenda be approved as written” – motion carried (all in favor).

Introduction of New Members
Mr. Eric Melerine, a hard crab fisherman from St. Bernard Parish was introduced to the Task Force by Mr. Carl Britt.  

Mr. Roy Meek announced that this is his last Crab Task Force meeting and is resigning from the Task Force.

Draft legislation that would increase the minimum mesh size in blue crab traps to 2 and 5/16” in lieu of escape ring requirements.
Mr. Martin Bourgeois explained provisions in an unfiled draft bill that would increase the minimum mesh size in crab traps allowing those fishermen who choose to use this mesh size in traps to no longer comply with escape ring requirements as the trap would function entirely as an escape ring.  Mr. Bourgeois added that current regulations require a minimum mesh size of 1 ½” in crab traps, comparable to the minimum mesh size in trawls, skimmer nets and butterfly nets and that use of the larger mesh size traps is optional. Members discussed how ineffective such a large mesh size would be in retaining crabs.  Mr. Bourgeois also added that although large numbers of legal size crabs would likely not be retained in the larger mesh traps, those that are would be select crabs and highly valued. Mr. Gerica pointed out that a 2 and 5/16” square mesh trap may likely gill a number of finfish species, including sport fish species, resulting in finfish mortalities that the crab fishery would be blamed for.

Mr. Watts moved and Mr. Gerica seconded that “the Louisiana Crab Task Force opposes the draft bill that would increase the minimum mesh size in crab traps to 2 and 5/16 inches” – motion carried (all in favor).

Mr. Gerica moved and Mr. Alphonso seconded that “a letter be written to the Chairs of the Senate and House of Representatives Natural Resource Committees on behalf of the Louisiana Crab Task Forces stating their opposition to the draft bill” – motion carried (all in favor).

Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission Social Survey of Commercial Crab Fishermen

Mr. Jeff Marx, marine fisheries biologist with the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries introduced himself and stated that he is working with representatives from the other Gulf States in updating the “Regional Blue Crab Management Plan”.  Mr. Marx spoke of a gulf-wide social survey of commercial crab fishermen updating the last survey conducted in 1999.  The purpose of the survey is to characterize changes that have occurred in the fishery over the last decade.  Mr. Marx stated that using the 2012 LDWF license data base, a letter was mailed to each licensed resident commercial crab trap fishermen (N=3,400) requesting their help in completing the on-line survey.  He encouraged members to complete and submit the voluntary survey and added that paper copies of the survey are also available at any of the LDWF marine fisheries offices.  Mr. Marx also mentioned that participants automatically qualify for a $250 gift card.  Several members mentioned that they had received the letter announcing the survey within the last day.

Derelict Crab Trap Rodeos

Dr. Julie Anderson reviewed results of the derelict crab trap rodeos conducted on February 16 and 23.  Unfortunately, the weather conditions experienced on both of the volunteer days was awful and severely limited trap retrieval operations from boats.

	2013 Crab Trap Cleanup Rodeos
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Event
	Closure
	Boats
	Volunteers
	Traps

	2/16/2013
	Rodeo 
	P. Hache
	6
	50
	243

	
	
	
	(5 LDWF/ 1 Volunteer)
	
	

	2/17-22/2013
	Week
	P.Hache
	4
	12
	102

	
	
	
	(4 LDWF)
	
	

	2/23/2013
	Rodeo
	P.Hache
	5
	37
	147

	
	
	
	(5 LDWF)
	
	

	
	
	
	
	99
	492


 Dr. Anderson also commented on lost or abandoned crab traps that were reported on the website.  Several members commented that they believe that the Task Force was not properly acknowledged by the news media for their contributions to the derelict crab trap removal program and cited their support of legislation that created a crab trap gear fee of which portions are used to fund the program.  

Mr. Gerica volunteered to call into the Don Dubuc radio show on March 9 to offer examples of Task Force participation and support for the trap removal program.  Mr. Eric Melerine acknowledged that he volunteered to help with the Plaquemines Parish cleanup but was unable.  He stated that crab fishermen should be more involved with actively participating in the cleanups and members agreed that crab fishermen can probably pick up 2-3 times as many traps as volunteers because of their knowledge and experience.

Discussions of Serviceable Crab Trap Law
Mr. Watts stated that people do not want the existing law to change and that if shrimpers were allowed to temporarily possess serviceable traps on their boats, it would open the door wide for trap theft and additional trap losses.  Mr. Donnye Bourn stated that the serviceable crab trap law works and without it agents could do nothing.  He cited how bad trap theft was in Lake Pontchartrain before the serviceable crab trap law was enacted.

Mr. Rene LeBreton, LDWF staff mentioned that a meeting of the Shrimp Task Force and Shrimp Management Subcommittee of the Task Force will be held in mid-March, likely in Houma.  Members of the Shrimp Management Subcommittee are interested in meeting with members of the Crab Task Force to discuss possible changes to provisions in the serviceable crab trap law.  The following members expressed interest and volunteered to meet with the Shrimp Management Subcommittee: Mr. Gerica, Mr. Alphonso, Mr. Watts, Mr. Melerine and Mrs. Luke.

Enhancing Professionalism in the Blue Crab Fishery
Mr. Melerine initiated discussions of this broad topic by citing that things in the fishery are bad and that there are too many people in the fishery who don’t know what they’re doing.  Members recounted how easy it is to enter the fishery and cited problems with trap theft and thieves running our traps and how difficult it can be for crab fishermen to do things the “right way”.  

Mr. Melerine stated that more enforcement action is needed and suggested that a new law requiring tags purchased from LDWF to be affixed to each box or crate of live crabs could provide additional revenue dedicated to the enforcement of crab laws.  

Mr. Bourgeois provided a brief review of the oyster tagging system which is designed for public health reasons and for product recalls in the event of illness outbreaks.  He described the costs of tags which are purchased through LDWF ($0.45 each for 0-99 tags; $0.25 each for 100-999 tags; $0.15 each for >1,000 tags) and how revenue from the sale of tags is shared among the Department of Health and Hospitals, LDWF law enforcement and the Oyster Task Force.

Mr. Bourgeois also discussed the use of a license moratorium which allows time to develop options for a limited entry program if that is what the Task Force chooses to pursue.  Mr. Gerica stated that he favors a license moratorium but with a five-year apprenticeship requirement for new licensees as well as drug testing for all license holders.  Mr. Roy Meek mentioned that the problem with a license moratorium is that the first rumor of a moratorium results in the sale of 5,000 additional licenses.

Proposed Wildlife and Fisheries Commission Resolution in Support of the LDWF Blue Crab Stock Assessment
Mr. Harry Blanchet, Director of the LDWF Marine Fisheries Section provided explanations of the terms “overfished” and “overfishing” used in the blue crab stock assessment.  Overfished refers to biomass and the low numbers of crabs that may be found within the water, whereas, overfishing may refer to excessive numbers of traps in the water or too many fishermen.  He stated that the history of the fishery suggests that the stock is in good shape. Since 1991, there have been only three years where things looked like they were creeping over the edge and cautioned that a single data point or incident would not trigger recommendations for management actions.  It would require a pattern that indicated problems with the fishery.  Mr. Blanchet added the resolution if adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission would require LDWF to update the assessment and present management options with input from the Task Force in developing these options.

Chairman Bauer moved and Mr. Gerica seconded that “the Louisiana Crab Task Force supports the proposed Wildlife and Fisheries Commission Resolution in support of the LDWF blue crab stock assessment” – motion carried (all in favor).

Election of Chair and Vice-Chair

Chairman Bauer opened the floor for nominations for Chair and Vice-Chair.  Hearing no nominations, Chairman Bauer nominated Mrs. Luke as Chair but she declined.  Chairman Bauer then nominated Mr. Watts as Chair.  Mr. Watts accepted the nomination and by unanimous vote was elected Chair.  Chairman Bauer nominated Mrs. Luke as Vice-Chair.  Mrs. Luke accepted the nomination and by unanimous vote was elected Vice-Chair.

Public Comment
No public comments were made.  

Other Business
Dr. Jack Isaacs spoke of several recent economic surveys of wholesale/retail seafood dealers and would like to share results of a Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission seafood processors survey with focus on crab processors at the next meeting. 

Next Meeting/Agenda
No future meeting dates were discussed.  Suggested agenda items for the next meeting included GSMFC seafood and crab processor survey, enhancing professionalism in the blue crab fishery, account balances in the Derelict Crab Trap Removal Program and Crab Promotion and Marketing Accounts, and shirts for task force members. 

Adjournment
Chairman Bauer moved and Mr. Watts seconded that “the meeting be adjourned” - motion carried (all in favor).  Crab Task Force meeting was adjourned by Chairman Gary Bauer at 4:11 p.m.
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