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QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES
MAY 14, 2014

The LA Board of Examiners of Nursing Facility Administrators met March 12, 2014, in The Chairman’s Library at the Crowne Plaza, 4728 Constitution Avenue, Baton Rouge. LA.  

Board Members Present:
Earl Thibodaux – Chairman	Ronnie Goux	Delbert Wilbanks
Teddy Ray Price – Vice Chairman	Dr. Sharon Hutchinson	
Scott Crabtree	Ray Naquin	
		
Also present:	
Mark Hebert, Executive Director
H. David Smith – Board attorney
MaryAlice Durham

Absent:
Margie Huguet – DHH	Patricia LaBrosse	Jack Sanders
Lou Ann Owen – DHH	Dr. Susan Nelson	Kemp Wright 


Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 12:05 by Earl Thibodaux, Chairman.

Review/Approval of Agenda/Minutes
The Board reviewed today’s agenda (Tab 1).  Motion was made by Mr. Crabtree to approve the agenda as written; seconded by Mr. Price and unanimously approved.

After review of the March 12, 2014, minutes (Tab 2) motion was made by Mr. Crabtree to approve them as written; seconded by Mr. Price and unanimously approved.

Mr. Goux, made a motion to ask the Board to amend the agenda so as to take the Nominating Committee report out of order.  On motion of Mr. Wilbanks, and seconded by Mr. Naquin, the agenda was amended as requested.  

Nominating Committee Report
Mr. Goux, Committee Chair lead a brief discussion of the Wednesday, March 12, 2014, Nominating Committee meeting (tab 9).   The Nominating Committee’s recommendation was for Mr. Price to serve as Chair and Mr. Thibodaux to serve as Vice Chair.  The floor was opened for any other nominations.  With no other nominations from the floor, Mr. Crabtree made a motion to nominate Mr. Price as the new Board Chair and Mr. Thibodaux to serve as the new Board Vice Chair.  This motion was seconded by Mr. Wilbanks and unanimously approved.  Mr. Price was recognized as the new Chairman of the Board and, as such, continued the meeting as Chairman. 

Ad Hoc Committee Report
Mr. Crabtree, Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on Alternative Disciplinary Proceedings informed the Board of their meeting Tuesday, April 29, 2014 (tab 9).  Mr. Crabtree informed the Board that there were two main issues discussed.  (1) To establish a protocol defining chemical dependency criteria where the actions of an Administrator affects the operation of a Nursing Home.  A handout of the proposed changes to the LA Administrative Code §1105 was distributed (tab 9); proposed changes added in red.  Mr. Crabtree made note for the members to read that this will include the AIT’s as well as the Administrators.  After a brief review of the minutes and proposed changes, Mr. Crabtree opened the floor to any discussion.  After a brief discussion, Mr. Thibodaux made a motion to approve to changes outlined in red of §1105 as written.  Motion seconded by Mr. Goux, and unanimously approved.  (2) Mr. Crabtree distributed a copy of a letter sent to the Board from Gary Mize.  Gary Mize is an Administrator who sent a self-reporting letter explaining his current situation.

On motion of Mr. Crabtree and seconded by Earl Thibodaux, the Board directed the Chairman to issue a letter to Mr. Mize indicating that his licensure is suspended indefinitely. Furthermore, The Chair was directed to appoint a committee to meet and respond to any request that he may make regarding either formal or informal hearing based on the letter of suspension. 

Executive Directors Report
Mr. Hebert opened his remarks by thanking Dr. Sharon Hutchinson for her willingness to represent Dillard University.  Dr. Hutchinson serves as Chair and professor of Dillard’s School of Nursing and is the President’s nominee to replace Dr. Dennis. 

Mr. Hebert notified the Board that Jenny Melancon, our Program Specialist, Executive Assistant, Budgeting Assistant and Human Relations Director retired in order to spend more time with her family. Mr. Hebert stated that Jenny had worked for the Board for since 2009 and, due in great part to her attention to detail, the Board had four consecutive years of no findings by the legislative Auditor. In order to temporarily fill the open position, Ms. Cheryl Young was brought back on a temporary basis.   Ms Young previously worked for the Board for approximately 5 years prior to her leaving to continue her education and will fill the position as a full-time temporary employee.

Mr. Hebert discussed the consideration of assessing a fee for online continuing education which targets only Louisiana Administrators and suggested that the Education committee might wish to review and consider this, along with the current fee assessments, number of acceptable online hours and impact of any/all of these considerations.  

Lastly, Mr. Hebert reminded Board members to complete the Tier 2.1 Personal Financial Statements which are time sensitive indicating that the report is required to be filed by May 15th of each year.  He stated that, should they needed any additional information regarding completion of the financial statement they should contact Ms. Robin Gremillion, Disclosure Division Director with the Louisiana Board of Ethics.

On motion of Mr. Crabtree, seconded by Mr. Willbanks, the Board charged the education committee to review existing procedures and report back at the next meeting recommendations for assessing fees for online continuing education programs.
Finance Committee Report
Mr. Hebert presented the Finance report on behalf of Mr. Wright (Tabs 5 & 6). After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Mr. Crabtree to accept the Financial Committee reports; seconded by Mr. Wilbanks and unanimously approved.
  
Education Committee Report
Mr. Hebert presented the Education report on behalf of Mr. Wright (Tab 4).  A general discussion was held relative to the NAB exam scores and after a brief discussion a motion was made to accept the education report as motioned by Mr. Crabtree, seconded by Mr. Naquin and unanimously approved.


Review of Applicants
Applications were made available for review (Tab 11).  Applicants’ files were distributed for review including the waiver applicants.  Motion to ratify the following individuals, individually, to sit for the examinations by Mr. Wilbanks; seconded by Mr. Price, motion carried unanimously.

T 3342	Hayley Boutte	………	training at Maison Teche in Jeanerette  (Linda Roberts)
T 3343	Casey Mancuso	…….…	training at Plaquemine Caring in Plaquemine (Patrick Eckler)
T 3344	Mickey Fisher…………	training at the Eastridge Nursing in Abbeville (Todd Cole) 
T 3345	Robin Mears	…..……	training at Jena Nursing in Jean (James “Link” Martin)

Waiver Exam Report: 	none

Reciprocity TO Louisiana:		none

Reciprocity FROM Louisiana
Reciprocity from LA requests were made available for review.  Applicants’ files were distributed for review: A motion was made by Ms. LaBrosse to approve reciprocity; seconded by Mr. Goux and unanimously approved.
2496	Ken Fuller (to TX)		Licensed in LA 2003 through 6/30/2014
3298	Paul Prybylski (to MO)	Licensed in LA 2013 through 6/30/2014, currently licensed in many states
2633	Denise Richardson (to AL)	Licensed in LA 2005 through 6/30/2014, moving to care for ill parent
Unfinished Business:  
None

New Business:  
Mr. Goux raised the concern that the Board should, to the degree possible, facilitate the applications of those LSU-A Eldercare graduates so as to expedite their prompt completion of the program, testing and get them licensed.  Mr. Hebert assured the Board that he was aware of the concerns discussed and has already taken steps to assure that the Board is responsive in assisting each of the graduates in order to get them licensed timely.

Adjourn/Pay for Meeting Expenses
Motion by Mr. Thibodaux; seconded by Mr. Wilbanks and unanimously approved to pay for the meeting expenses.
Approval of Next Meeting
The next quarterly Board meeting will be determined at a later date.  Mr. Goux asked for Mr. Hebert to coincide with LNHA’s calendar for the end of August.  The new Quarterly Board meeting date will be sent to all members with the May 14th minutes.

There being no further business, motion was made by Mr. Wilbanks to adjourn; seconded by Mr. Crabtree and unanimously approved at 1:30PM.


Minutes submitted by MaryAlice Durham, Assistant Executive Director
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