September 2011 Minutes

Tuesday, September 13, 2011
 

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT:
· Freddie Landry
· Tom Lief
· Damon Marsala
· George McHugh
· Shelley Mockler
· Tony Wick
 
 

COMMISSION MEMBERS PARTICIPATING VIA CONFERENCE CALL:
· Lance Nickelson
 
COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT:
· Lana Bel
· Kathleen Leary
 
OBH / HQ STAFF ATTENDING:
· Dr. Anthony Speier, OBH Interim Assistant Secretary
· Daryl Koerth
 
GUESTS IN ATTENDANCE:
· Marolon Mangham
· Lamiesa Bonton
 
I.  SERENITY PRAYER & ROLL CALL
 

Freddie Landry called the meeting to order and led the Commission members and guests in the Serenity Prayer. Daryl Koerth conducted roll call.

 

II. APPROVAL OF AUGUST MINUTES
 

The members of the Commission reviewed the August 2011 meeting minutes of the Louisiana Commission on Addictive Disorders. Marolon Mangham had two changes to include in the August minutes. The changes were noted. Ms. Landry called for a motion to approve the minutes as amended. Tom Lief made a motion to approve the minutes as amended. Tony Wick seconded the motion. All were in favor, and the motion to approve the August 2011 meeting minutes (as amended) passed.

 

III. NEW BUSINESS
 

ADRA/LASACT Monthly Report. Lamiesa Bonton, the Executive Director of the ADRA, gave the Commission members a handout containing information on credentialing numbers that the Commission requested during the last meeting.

Marolon Mangham reminded the Commission about the selection of the SMO. She also reminded the Commission about the scope of practice issues of the LPC license (which can now include addiction treatment and prevention), and stated that since that time it has come to light that the competencies of LPCs (with regard to addiction prevention and treatment) were misrepresented to the Legislature. When the legislation to allow this change was passed during last session, OBH executive management had stated that they would push for demonstrated addiction competencies for those who intended to practice addiction treatment and prevention.

 

Tom Lief asked which entity - the Office of Behavioral Health, ADRA, LASACT, the Commission - would be the most appropriate to challenge a misrepresentation in the addiction prevention and treatment competencies of LPCs. Ms. Landry responded that the Commission would be the most appropriate body. George McHugh stated that before the Commission challenges that legislation, it would be nice to have documentation that the testimony on LPC competencies was misrepresentative.

 

Ms. Landry stated to Dr. Speier that the Commission would like the assurance of OBH that the SMO will require competency in addiction prevention and treatment for those providers who elect to provide those services. Dr. Speier responded by stating that the way things are structured right now, OBH will certify a person as meeting a general requirement to become a practitioner of a given service, then the SMO will credential a provider to agree with the terms of their contract. After that point, the contractor speaks to the competencies of the providers within their contract with the SMO. A good way to address the need for specific addiction competencies is to go about it this way: if their competencies don't specifically relate to addiction, then additional competencies would be required through board certification. He did state that OBH has done work toward the goal of assuring provider competencies, but that it is the job of the Commission to "keep our feet to the fire" and help push the initiative forward. He stated that one of the reasons OBH wanted to contract with a large organization for the operation of the SMO is that these organizations tend to be experienced in these types of issues and will therefore at least be able to provide insight toward a solution - if not a ready solution - for these issues.

 

Commission Membership. Daryl Koerth gave a brief report on a conversation he had with Sarah Alcott at the Governor's Office regarding the Commission's membership. Ms. Alcott had called to determine if there were any membership issues  in addition to the current vacancies, of which she stated her office is aware. Mr. Koerth stated that a letter was recently sent out to all Commission members reminding them of the duties and responsibilities of Commission membership, including attendance at meetings. He explained that the Commission is welcome to submit recommendations for appointments to the Commission to Ms. Alcott's office, with the understanding that though all recommendations will be considered there is no guarantee that their recommendations will be selected for appointment. 

 

Report on OBH Kitchen Cabinet. Freddie Landry gave the Commission a brief explanation of the OBH Kitchen Cabinet, a group that has been reactivated recently and includes Dr. Dunham, Dr. Speier, Ms. Landry, Ruby Nobles, and others. The main discussion of the last meeting was all about the SMO, CSOC, and trying to get OBH that through this transition in such a way that the people OBH serves do not "fall through the cracks." Dr. Speier spoke for several minutes about the transition and what would happen during that time.

 

Commission Report. George McHugh reminded the Commission that the annual report will no longer be written or compiled by OBH personnel.  He stated that it is the responsibility of the Commission to write and present the report; however, the Commission does not have the appropriate staffing to do so. Therefore, the Commission members need to be more active in their local communities to gather information and identify options for putting the information together into a formal report. He recommended that a good starting point would be a review of the legislation that created the Commission, to decide on the specific reporting responsibilities of the Commission. Dr. Speier suggested that the Commission develop an outline of types of information the Commission needs from OBH, so that the information can be provided to aid in creating the report. Ms. Landry also suggested dedicating time during the Commission's monthly meetings to developing the outline and creating the report. She stated that the Drug Policy Board, which she serves on, was recently charged to create a report on the impact of addiction on Louisiana, and it might be a good idea to partner with them. The Commission agreed, and Ms. Landry stated she would speak with them about it during the next meeting.

 

IV. NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
 

The next meeting of the Louisiana Commission on Addictive Disorders was discussed, and the date, time, and location were set. The next meeting will take place in Baton Rouge, at OBH Headquarters, from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., on Tuesday, October 11, 2011.

 

V. ADJOURNMENT
 

Freddie Landry called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Tom Lief made the motion to adjourn, and Tony Wick seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m.

