
Louisiana Commission on Addictive Disorders
April 2012 Minutes
April 10, 2012
1:00 p.m.
COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT:

· Freddie Landry
· Tom Lief
· Tony Wick
COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT:

· Lena Bel
· Lloyd Hernandez
· George McHugh
· Jon Lance Nickelson
COMMISSION MEMBERS JOINED BY CONFERENCE CALL:
· Kathleen Leary
· Shelley Mockler
· Damon Marsala
OBH/ HQ STAFF ATTENDING:
· Dr.  Anthony Speier, Assistant Secretary
· Kenneth Saucier, Director of Field Services
· Carol Foret, DHH Program Specialist 1-A/DHH
OBH/ HQ STAFF JOINED BY CONFERENCE CALL:
· Dr.  Rochelle Head-Dunham, OBH Medical Director
GUESTS IN ATTENDANCE:
· Marolon Mangham, LASACT
· LaMiesa Bonton, ADRA
I.
SERENITY PRAYER & ROLL CALL

Freddie Landry called the meeting to order and led the Commission members and guests in a moment of silence followed by the Serenity Prayer.  Carol Foret conducted roll call.

II.
APPROVAL OF JANUARY 2012 MINUTES

The members of the Committee were provided a rough draft copy of the minutes for both the February 2012 and the March 2012 meetings of the Louisiana Commission on Addictive Disorders.  Ms. Landry called for a motion to approve both set of minutes.  Tom Lief made a motion to approve the minutes.  Tony Wick seconded the motion.  All were in favor, and the motion to approve both the February 2012 and the March 2012 meeting minutes passed.

III.
OLD BUSINESS

A.
UPDATE ON LOUISIANA BEHAVIORAL HEALTH PARTNERSHIP/MAGELLAN HEALTH SERVICES OF LOUISIANA 
Tony Wick reported to the Commission he received several complaint letters from contract providers voicing their concerns on receiving payment to claims requested from Magellan Health Services of Louisiana.  He also stated some of the outlined problems in these letters have already been rectified.  
Dr. Tony Speier informed the Commission the prescribed payment procedure is for the State to make payments to Magellan Health Services of Louisiana on day one and on day two Magellan Health Services of Louisiana is to make payment to the contractors.  All payments are being made through electronic fund transfer (EFT); a paper check is no longer used to make payments. Dr. Sprier reported Magellan Health Services of Louisiana is slowly working out the problems associated with setting up and submitting payments through an EFT System.   
Tony Wick also pointed out concerns he received on the required staffing patterns.  He stated contractors are voicing concerns on their ability to keep their treatment programs open.  Their concerns were resulting from the per diem rate, the staffing requirements and the limited number of clients allowed.  Dr. Rochelle Dunham assured Dr. Wick OBH is aware and agrees with their concerns.  She assured Dr. Wick OBH has determined the staffing level concerns and has begun the process to address the staffing patterns, the medical staffing level in the clinically managed medium and high intensity residential level programs, ASAM 3.3 (adult) and the 3.5 (adolescent).   
Dr. Speier was asked to share information regarding the Magellan Health Services of Louisiana’s Clinical Advisor (CA) System by Ms. Landry.  CA will be implemented in two phases.  The first phase will include implementation of the CA System in all clinics operated by the Office of Behavioral Health, the different Human Service Districts and the MHR Service Providers.  These groups were chosen to be in the first phase of this implementation since they are the largest provider groups and can draw down the Federal dollars the easiest and quickest.  OBH will have almost 80 percent of its provider community capturing and collecting the required data with the first group implemented. The second phase of CA implementation is to add Addictive Disorders residential programs and other providers who have contracts with OBH.  OBH is working with Magellan Health Services of Louisiana’s IT Group to make the billing system operate correctly and that direct service providers are directly mapped appropriately to their particular agencies.
Dr. Speier recommended for providers to always call Magellan Health Services of Louisiana first with their problems.  Providers can call Magellan’s toll free number, (1-800-788-4005) or they can go to their website (www.magellanoflouisiana.com).  Should a provider report not being satisfied with Magellan Health Services of Louisiana’s response on a particular concern, they can email Dr. Joseph Comaty, Contract Monitor Liaison (Joseph.Comaty@LA.GOV), with a copy to Dr. Speier (Anthony.Speier@LA.GOV) with their specific concern(s).  Dr. Comaty will forward their concern(s) to Magellan Health Services of Louisiana’s Member Services Liaison, Brian Smock, who is at the national level.
Dr. Anthony Speier thanked Dr. Rochelle Dunham and Pete Calamari for all of the hard work they performed to make this transition work.  

Dr. Speier continued to inform the Commission that Wednesday, April 11, 2012, a bill will be heard by the Legislature to move toward smoke free campuses at psychiatric facilities.  This bill is still in Committee.  

B.
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION   
Freddie Landry reviewed a listing of the 2012 Legislative Bills with the Commission Members regarding substance abuse.  Ms. Landry pointed out Senate Bill (SB) 448 introduced by Senator Crowe on Mental Health prohibits the Louisiana Lottery Corporation from advertising and would provide that monies which were previously allocated to advertising the lottery be appropriated to pay for the treatment of addiction to gambling. She informed the Commission today, Tuesday, April 10, 2012, this bill was deferred for a week at Senator Crowe’s request.  Ms. Landry went on to say the other ten remaining bills on the list are still current.
Tom Lief shared that SB 533 introduced by Senator Mills on DWI requires a person on probation for 1st and 2nd offense DWI to undergo a substance abuse evaluation by DHH.  Dr. Lief then asked who would be responsible to pay for the substance abuse evaluation.  Dr. Rochelle Dunham responded by saying the expectation is that the offender would pay for the substance abuse evaluation and the treatment.  In instances where the offender has no means of payment and is considered indigent, the State would pay for the cost of the evaluation and treatment.  
Marolon Mangham went on to ask why SB533 only lists DHH as being able to provide the proposed evaluation.  Dr. Dunham reported this language was incorrectly stated or misunderstood. There are two legislative bills, SB533 and HB 799, with similar language.  The Department of Health and Hospitals (DHH), Office of Behavioral Health (OBH) has added consistent language in both bills that would attempt to impose the same requirements, evaluation and treatment, for both first and second DWI offenders.  The intent of the revised language is also to standardize the care and name DHH/OBH as the office that sets the standards and provide for recommended evidence based practices on the OBH’s website along with a listing of approved licensed providers.
Freddie Landry wanted to ensure the judges would understand first and second DWI offenders would need an evaluation rather than sentencing them to treatment.  Dr. Dunham instructed her there are no prescriptive requirements for treatment for first and second DWI offences only for third and fourth DWI offenders.  

C.
COMMISSION MEMBERSHIP
Sarah Allen with the Office of Boards and Commissions informed Freddie Landry Commission Members can also apply for Commission Membership or re-nomination to the board on line.  Ms. Landry was provided instruction on how to apply for Commission Membership or re-nomination to the board on line.  Ms. Landry asked Carol Foret to scan these instructions to the Commission member not present at the Tuesday, April 10, 2012 Commission meeting.  
Dr. Dunham recommended expanding the diversity of the Louisiana Commission on Addictive Disorders to at least one person experienced in managed care and at least one African American to the Commission when seeking out nominations to fill the three (3) vacant Commission Member positions, although, Dr. Dunham did report she is unfamiliar with the Commission Member’s selection process.
D.
2011 GOVERNOR’s ANNUAL REPORT
Freddie Landry informed the Commission a rough draft of the 2011 Governor’s Annual Report was provided to the Commission Member and that she received a draft copy of the 2011 Governor’s Annual Report on a disk.  Ms. Landry asked Carol Foret to electronically forward a copy of the 2011 Governor’s Annual Report rough draft to Commission Members not present at the meeting.  Ms. Landry also asked the Commission Members to review the rough draft of the report and forward her any suggestions and/or corrections by email at Freddie.Landry@Yahoo.com no later than Monday, April 30, 2012.  Ms Landry went on to say that she would make the requested changes to the report.  
IV.
NEW BUSINESS 

E. 
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH DAY AT THE LEGISLATURE – MAY 10, 2012
Ms. Landry distributed a flyer on Behavioral Health Day at the Legislature.  This event will be held on Thursday, May 10, 2012, on the State Capital’s steps at 10:30 a.m.   

F.
NATIONAL PRESCRIPTION DRUG TAKE BACK DAY – APRIL 28, 2012
Freddie Landry again distributed a flyer from the Department of Justice on National Prescription Drug Take Back Day.  This event will be held on Saturday, April 28, 2012.  Marolon Mangham offered to forward the flyer to the LASACT membership.
V.
NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
The next meeting of the Louisiana Commission on Addictive Disorders was discussed, and the date, time, and location were set.  The next meeting will take place in Baton Rouge, at OBH Headquarters, from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 10, 2012.
VI.
ADJOURNMENT

Freddie Landry called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Dr. Lief made the motion to adjourn, and Dr. Wick seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:22 p.m.
1

