
Louisiana Commission on Addictive Disorders
March 2012 Minutes
March 13, 2012
1:00 p.m.
COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT:

· Freddie Landry
· Kathleen Leary
· Tom Lief
· George McHugh
· Shelley Mockler
· Tony Wick
COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT:

· Lena Bel
· Lloyd Hernandez
· Damon Marsala
· Jon Lance Nickelson
OBH/ HQ STAFF ATTENDING:
· Dr.  Rochelle Head-Dunham, OBH Medical Director
· Pete Calamari, OBH Deputy Assistant Secretary (representing Dr. Tony Speier, OBH Interim Assistant Secretary)
· Kenneth Saucier, Director of Field Services
· Dr. Joseph Comaty, Ph.D., Quality Management Director
· Carol Foret, DHH Program Specialist 1-A/DHH
GUESTS IN ATTENDANCE:
· Marolon Mangham, LASACT
· Dr. Sreelatha Pulakh, Magellan- Medical Director
· Kathleen Coenson, Magellan- Adult System Administrator

· Robert Blue, Magellan- Cultural Awareness and Diversity Director
I.
SERENITY PRAYER & ROLL CALL

Freddie Landry called the meeting to order.  George McHugh led the Commission members and guests in a moment of silence followed by the Serenity Prayer.  Carol Foret conducted roll call.

II.
APPROVAL OF JANUARY 2012 MINUTES

The members of the Committee were provided a rough draft copy of the minutes to the February 2012 meeting of the Louisiana Commission on Addictive Disorders.  Freddie Landry informed the Commission Members that the minutes were completed, but not in final form.  Freddie Landry asked the Commission to table the February 2012 Minutes until the March 2012 meeting.  Tom Lief called for a motion to table the minutes.  Kathleen Leary seconded the motion.  All were in favor, and the motion to table the February 2012 meeting minutes passed.
III.
NEW BUSINESS

A.
PRESENTATION BY MAGELLAN HEALTH SERVICES OF LOUISIANA 
Magellan Presentation.  
The members of the Commission were provided a presentation by Magellan on addiction treatment services provided through the Statewide Management Organization (SMO), Louisiana Behavioral Health Partnership (LBHP).  The Magellan Health Services of Louisiana presenters for this presentation were:  Dr. Sreelatha Pulakh, Medical Director; Kathleen Coenson, Adult System Administrator; and Robert Blue, Director of Cultural Awareness and Diversity.
The Magellan Health Services of Louisiana presentation provided the Commission a brief summary of their addiction treatment services, admission process, prescribed lengths of stay for inpatient treatment, how to request additional patient bed days, as well as the continuum of care.  Commission members were given an opportunity to ask questions during and at the end of the presentation. 
Comments:  Tom Lief shared his concerns on cultural diversity training within Magellan’s staff.  Dr. Lief questioned Robert Blue, Director of Cultural Awareness and Diversity, on the amount of cultural awareness and diversity training Magellan‘s staff has been provided in general and in relations to the Native Americans’ culture. Tom Lief shared an example of cultural differences he personally experienced while on the Arizona reservation in relations to the Navaho tribe.  Dr. Lief then inquired whether or not Magellan’s staff has received training in regards to the Native Americans in Louisiana.
Robert Blue regrettably reported Magellan has nothing scheduled for cultural awareness and diversity training at this time due to the LBHP transition.  But, Mr. Blue stated he is working to make an improvement in this area.  He assured Dr. Lief that he was aware of the sensitivity of the Native American culture as well as their being multi-cultural within the population of a single tribe.  He went on to say if Magellan keeps its focus on that level of individualism at every level and approach the participant as an individual then Magellan will be very successful.
Tom Lief informed the Magellan presenters recovery is the most important aspect of aftercare.  Dr. Lief inquired about Magellan’s involvement with 12-STEP programs.  Katherine Leary agreed with Dr. Lief the 12-STEP Program is a wonderful network to refer patients to due to it not costing anything.  Kathy Coenson let the Commission know Magellan has clinicians who are trained in chemical dependency.  Magellan knows recovery and relapse prevention goes hand-in-hand and supports this principle.  Ms. Coenson also confidently reported Magellan’s clinicians are educated on the recovery model and states Magellan has a whole team of people who are specifically dedicated to these nuances and recovery, but she couldn’t report to anyone’s commitment to 12 Step Programs.
B.
2011 GOVERNOR’s ANNUAL REPORT

This item of business was not discussed due to time constraints, but it will be included on the agenda for the April 10, 2012 meeting.

C.
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Freddie Landry requested a list of 2012 legislative bills that were relative to substance abuse and the Office of Behavioral Health on which the Louisiana Commission on Addictive Disorders would need to follow.  Ms. Landry informed OBH, the Commission would like to offer their assistance to help if needed during this legislative session. Dr. Dunham requested Carol Foret provide a list of the current legislative bills regarding OBH addiction to the Commission.

D.
REPRESENTATION ON SAPT BLOCK GRANT 

Ms. Landry informed the Commission Steve Coffman who is on the Behavioral Health Planning and Advisory Council has been looking for a representative from the Commission or someone from addictive disorders to join a committee to review the Substance Abuse Patient Treatment (SAPT) Block Grant.  She asked the Commission members if anyone would volunteer to be a part of this committee.  Mr. George McHugh accepted the challenge and volunteered to represent the Louisiana Commission on Addictive Disorder on the SAPT Block Grant Committee.  
Marolon Mangham also reported that Steve Coffman with the Municipal Association Behavioral Health Planning and Advisory Council asked that either she or someone with LASACT attend the Behavioral Health Coalition Meeting.  Ms. Mangham believes he was really looking for an advocate to become a member of and active in this coalition.  George McHugh was recommended by both Freddie Landry and Kathleen Leary to become a member of the Behavioral Health Coalition, which he accepted.
E.
COMMISSION MEMBERSHIP
Freddie Landry reported she will be delivering Mr. Patrick Dowd’s resume, application, and a large number of emails supporting Mr. Dowd’s nomination to the Office of Commission Boards and Commission Members at the Governor’s Office today.  
Ms. Landry gave the Commission members a copy of a sample letter to be used as an example of how a Commission member could ask to be reappointed to the Louisiana Commission on Addictive Disorders.  She recommended the Commission’s letterhead be used when submitting their request to the Governor’s Office.  Carol Foret was then asked to forward the members of the Commission members the Louisiana Commission on Addictive Disorders letterhead.
IV.
NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
The next meeting of the Louisiana Commission on Addictive Disorders was discussed, and the date, time, and location were set.  The next meeting will take place in Baton Rouge, at OBH Headquarters, from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 10, 2012.
V.
ADJOURNMENT

Freddie Landry called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Dr. Wick made the motion to adjourn, and George McHugh seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 3:10 p.m.
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