
Louisiana Commission on Addictive Disorders (LCAD)
February 2014 Minutes
February 11, 2014
1:14 p.m.

Commission Members Present:

· Kerri Cunningham

· Freddie Landry 
· Tom Lief

Commission Members Absent:

· Lana Bell
· Kathleen Leary
· Damon Marcella
· Jon Lance Nickelson
· Michael Slocum

· Dr. Susan Tucker
· Anthony Wick
Commission Members Present By Conference Call:

· Lloyd Hernandez

· Shelly Mockler

OBH/HQ Staff Attending:

· Kenneth Saucier, OBH Director of Regional Services
· Carol Foret, OBH Program Manager 1-A/DHH
OBH/HQ Staff Absent:
· Rochelle Head-Dunham, Interim Assistant Secretary

· Quinetta Womack, OBH Director of Adult Residential Services
GUESTS IN ATTENDANCE:

· LaMiesa Bonton, LA-ARDA

· Marolon Mangham, LASACT
I.
SERENITY PRAYER & ROLL CALL
Freddie Landry called the meeting to order and Kerri Cunningham led the Commission members in the Serenity Prayer.  Carol Foret conducted roll call.
II.
APPROVAL OF THE DECEMBER 2013 AND JANUARY 2014 MINUTES
Committee members were provided a copy of the December 2013 and January 2014 meeting minutes.  Ms. Landry called for a motion to approve the December 2013 and January 2014 meeting minutes.  Dr. Tom Lief made a motion to approve the minutes.  Kerri Cunningham seconded the motion.  All were in favor, and the motion passed to approve the December 2013 and January 2014 minutes.
III.
OLD BUSINESS

· Report from Commission Members on RAC Activities/ Training 

Ms. Landry asked the Commission members to share their experiences with any RAC activities and/or trainings since the last meeting.  Mr. Hernandez reported he will attend the Lafayette RAC meeting scheduled for Friday, February 21, 2014.  He also shared he will be unable to attend the SAPT Block Grant Public Forum to be held on Wednesday, February 26, 2014 in Lafayette.
The Commission members were informed by Ms. Landry that the packet of information provided to them at the beginning of the meeting included a document with the contact information of each RAC representative.  She also shared that the Jefferson Parish Human Services Authority's (JPHSA) RAC met on Tuesday, January 21, 2014 and they discussed the possibility of having an educational forum in Jefferson Parish.  The next JPHSA RAC meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 18, 2014.
· 2013 GOVERNOR’S ANNUAL REPORT
Ms. Landry read part of the 1982 Statue which states the Governor's Annual Report is due March 1, of each year with a copy of the report sent to the Governor, Chairman of the House of Representatives, the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare and to the Secretary of the Department of Health and Hospitals.  The Governor's annual report is to include activities from the previous year and recommendations for future programs.  
Help has been solicited by Carol Foret from the different sections of OBH to update the information found in 2012's report, which she has begun to receive.  Freddie Landry informed the members of the Commission that they were also provided a copy of the 2012 Governor's Annual Report in the packet they received at the beginning of the meeting.  She asked the Commission members to review the 2012 report and by email share with her their current and past activities for the year along with their recommendations for future activities.  
IV.
NEW BUSINESS
· REPORT FROM THE OFFICE OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH (OBH) - Dr. ROCHELLE DUNHAM, OBH INTERIM ASSISTANT SECRETARY

Kenneth Saucier provided OBH's report to the Commission in Dr. Dunham’s absence.  He shared the following information:
· OBH continues to transition into its roles of monitoring, surveillance and technical assistants.
· Preparing for Phase Three (3) Readiness Reviews with the former Regions of Five (5), Six (6), Seven (7), And Eight (8).
· These regions have all successfully completed Phase two (2) of their preparation to own their own Local Governing Entity (LGE).
· Acadiana Area Human Services District is the first to be scheduled for their Phase Three (3) Readiness Review.  Once all reviews have been successfully completed, the districts/LGEs are scheduled for bi-annual audits.
· All regions should complete Phase Three and become an LGE/District by July 1, 2014.
· OBH will conduct annual monitoring of the LGE/Districts and data mining and gathering on a regular basis.

· OBH still monitors Magellan of Louisiana, LLC.
Freddie Landry asked Mr. Saucier to comment on the status of the Statewide Management Organization's (SMO) Request for Proposal (RFP).  Mr. Saucier responded by saying he is unfamiliar with the current status of the procedure; OBH's Executive Management Team (EMT) would have to provide this information.  In order to keep the RFP processes moving smoothly, the EMT doesn't involve the OBH staff except when necessary.
· REPORT ON QUARTERLY LOUISIANA BEHAVIORAL HEALTH ADVISORY COUNCIL (SAPT BLOCK GRANT APPLICATION)
Freddie Landry reported that the Louisiana Behavioral Health Advisory Council meeting was held Monday, February 3, 2014.  The most significant action, for the Commission to know, was the council provided everyone there with a copy of the Substance Abuse, Prevention and Treatment (SAPT) Block Grant Application submitted to the Federal Government, which must be completed every two years.  Ms. Landry provided the Commission members with Pages 70 to 105 of the application, which deals with the substance abuse portion of the application.  She asked the Commission members to read the provided information by the next commission meeting so they could discuss and provide their feedback to her for possible recommendations to OBH and for future SAPT Block Grant Applications.  

· ARDA/LASACT MONTHLY REPORT (OPTIONAL)

Freddie asked both Marolon Mangham and LaMiesa Bonton if they had and any new information they wished to share with the Commission.  Ms. Bonton, with ARDA, provided the Commission members with the following information and/or updates:
· A copy of ARDA’s monthly credentialing report was provided to the Commission. 
· The Counselor-In-Training (CIT) rule change is complete, which has greatly affected the number of CIT applications being received.  The applicants applying and the applications being received to become CITs are now eligible applicants.
· Certified Addiction Counselors (CAC) /Registered Addiction Counselor’s (RAC) scope of work rule change is being processed.  The Notice of Intent was just sent to the Louisiana State Register.  It’s due to be published in the Louisiana Register on June 20, 2014.  The scope of work is being changed to provide clarity and to remove the consulting relationship language.  CACs/RACs are unable to operate a private practice or work independently/solo. 
· The ARDA Board Meeting has been moved to March 14, 2014.  This meeting will be held in Ms. Bonton's Office located at 4919 Jamestown Avenue in Suite 102 at 10 a.m.  

Marolon Mangham with LASACT had no updates to report.  
· COMMISSION MEMBERS REPORTS

A SAPT Block Grant Public Forum schedule was provided to each to each commission member.  Ms. Landry encouraged the Commission members to attend the SAPT Block Grant Public Forum in their area.  
· DISCUSSION ON DEVELOPMENT OF A STRATEGIC PLAN
Ms. Landry was excited to announce that she was able to obtain a copy of the Commissions Strategic Plan.  She went on to ask the members of the Commission if they would like to revise the existing strategic plan that was developed a few years ago.  There have been major changes since the plan was initially created such as the Office of Mental Health merging with the Office of Addictive Disorders, the SMO, and drastic cuts in funding.  Ms. Landry felt that it would be a good idea to revisit and update the current plan.  She went on to ask the Commission if they would like to review the current Strategic Plan and if so how would you like to do it and what kind of time commitment are you willing to make?
Freddie Landry asked Kenneth Saucier if there is funding available for the Commission to hire a consultant or to provide meals and overnight lodging for Commission members to be able to participate in revising the strategic plan.  Mr. Saucier responded by saying the Commission would have to put their specific and detailed request in writing and submit it to Dr. Rochelle Dunham for approval.
V.
Next Commission Meeting
The next meeting of the Louisiana Commission on Addictive Disorders was discussed, and the date, time, and location were set.  The next meeting will take place in Baton Rouge, at OBH Headquarters, from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 11, 2014.
VI.
Adjournment

Freddie Landry called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Dr. Tom Lief made the motion to adjourn, and Shelly Mockler seconded the motion.  All were in favor, and the motion passed to adjourn the meeting at 2:07 p.m.

