
Louisiana Commission on Addictive Disorders
October 2013 Minutes
October 08, 2013
1:10 p.m.
COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT:

· Freddie Landry
· Tom Lief
· Anthony Wick
· Susan Tucker
COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT:

· Lana Bell
· Lloyd Hernandez
· Kathleen Leary
· Damon Marcella
· Shelly Mockler
· Jon Lance Nickelson
· Mike Slocum

OBH/ HQ STAFF ATTENDING:
· Dr. Rochelle Head-Dunham, OBH Medical Director and Director of Adult Operations Division
· Quinetta Womack, OBH Program Manager 2
· Carol Foret, OBH Program Manager1/A
OBH/HQ STAFF ABSENT:
· Dr. Anthony Speier, OBH Assistant Secretary
· Kenneth Saucier, OBH Director of Regional Services
GUESTS IN ATTENDANCE:
· Debra Morton
· Robert Gallita
I.
SERENITY PRAYER & ROLL CALL
Freddie Landry called the meeting to order and Dr. Tom Lief led the Commission members in the Serenity Prayer.  Carol Foret conducted roll call.
II.
GUEST SPEAKER:  Debra Morton, Chair, Treatment Workgroup Committee, Greater New 



Orleans Drug Demand Reduction Coalition (GNODDRC)
Debra Morton explained how the GNODDRC was created and what compelled the members to form the Coalition.  Ms. Morton went on to identify the Coalition’s strategic plan and summarized its:

· Mission
· Overall Goals

· Measurable Targets and 

· Workgroups

She went on to inform the Commission that it’s through the Coalition’s holistic and sustainable plan offering measurable outcomes developed and implemented by the community that would bring about system change, expose gaps and overlap in services, ensure efficiency and cost effectiveness, establish an integrated infrastructure offering evidenced-based direct services, targeted funding , and enhance communication between the various entities, public and private, involved in addressing and alleviating the drug abuse problem in the Greater New Orleans area.

Ms. Morton instructed the Commission members if they were interested in getting more information on their workgroups or to see the Coalition’s strategic plan they could go to http://arc-associates.net/projects/gno-cna.  She also shared that if any Commission members would like to volunteer or attend meetings, they could email Erika Sugimori at Erika@norapc.org.

Robert Gallati talked about the technical (data collection) aspect of the Coalition’s Treatment Workgroup Committee (TWC).  Mr. Gallati identified the TWC’s goals.  He also discussed the TWC’s desire to integrate existing inventories of services, to develop a data base of addiction treatment and recovery services that would be easily accessible to consumers, support planning and efforts to achieve goals identified.  He went on to talk about:
· Estimating the Need for Treatment Services
· Core Components of Treatment & Recovery Service System and 

· Standards and Indicators
Members of the Commission were provided three (3) handouts on: 
· Greater New Orleans Drug Demand Reduction Coalition,
· The Coalition’s Treatment Workgroup Committee, and
· 2011 State Profile – Louisiana, National Survey of Substance Abuse Treatment Services (N-SSATS) 
The GNODDRS’s Treatment Workgroup Committee partnered with the Metropolitan Human Service District (MHSD) and the City of New Orleans’ Health Department (CNOHD) to develop and conduct a survey.  The survey’s cover letter was signed by Judge Johnson with MHSD and Dr. DeSalvo with CNOHD then forwarded to the community.  The focus of this survey was to determine the treatment services being offered in the Greater New Orleans area and to identify those agencies who provide these services, agencies contracted with the State as well as other community based agencies both licensed and non-licensed.  The survey’s goals were to connect with agencies within the communities, to be able to bring these state contracted and community based agencies into a system of communication, to become more efficient in identifying the treatment capacity within the community, and to effectively and efficiently match people with available services within the communities.  The survey was unsuccessful due to the number of completed surveys received. 
Dr. Rochelle Dunham, as the Single State Agency Director, offered to assist Ms. Morton with conducting another survey.  Dr. Dunham offered Ms. Morton:

· to have the survey come from the Office of Behavioral Health,

· to furnish her with a list of all addiction providers,
· to get permission from Magellan of Louisiana to blast the survey to all of the addiction providers in the Greater New Orleans area, and recommended Ms. Morton to 
· consider submitting the survey to a larger audience that would include non-addiction providers such as Licensed Clinical Social Workers (LCSW) and Licensed Professional Councilors (LPC) who also provide addiction services, and  Dr. Dunham also recommended Ms. Morton to

· consider faith based providers such as the Access To Recovery (ATR) providers,
· to coordinate contact between Debra Morton and Rusty Semon, who is responsible for the certification of all providers.
Ms. Morton and Mr. Gallati expressed their appreciation for being able to share an overview of GNODDRS’s TWC with the Commission as well as Dr. Dunham’s offer to assist them in conducting another survey. 
III.
APPROVAL OF THE SEPTEMBER 2013 MINUTES

Committee members were provided a draft copy of the minutes for the September 2013 meeting of the Louisiana Commission on Addictive Disorders.  Ms. Landry called for a motion to approve the September 2013 minutes.  Dr. Tom Leif made a motion to approve the minutes.  Dr. Tony Wick seconded the motion.  All were in favor, and the motion passed to approve the September 2013 meeting minutes.
IV.
OLD BUSINESS
A.
REPORT FROM COMMISSION MEMBERS ON RAC ACTIVITIES/TRAININGS
Freddie Landry invited Commission members to share their experiences since the last Commission meeting if they were involved with any RAC trainings or with the Addiction and Prevention Workshop hosted in Baton Rouge by the Louisiana Behavioral Health Advisory Council (LBHAC) held on Monday, September 16, 2013.  The Commission was made aware that Kathleen Leary attended the Addiction and Prevention Workshop that was held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
Ms. Landry reported on the training hosted by the Jefferson Parish Human Service Authority (JPHSA) on Tuesday, September 17, 2103.  She shared the following information:

1.
The JPHSA’s directors presented information on Addiction and Mental Health for Children and Family Services as well as Adult Services.  
2.
Michele Louviere, Clinical Director for the Celebration Hope Center gave a presentation on Addiction and Trauma and the need for Integration of both Trauma and Addiction. 
3.
The Extra Mile’s Executive Director, Sylvia Pearson, located in Southeast Louisiana shared information on Advocacy. 
4.
Representative Tom Wilmott shared information on how to advocate for services in mental health and addiction in a behavioral health format.  
5.
There were approximately 25 people who attended the training.

V.
NEW BUSINESS

A.
REPORT FROM THE OFFICE OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH (OBH) – DR. ANTHONY SPEIER, OBH ASSISTANT SECRETARY AND DR. ROCHELLE DUNHAM, OBH MEDICAL DIRECTOR

Dr. Rochelle Dunham addressed the Commission members in the absence of Dr. Anthony Speier.    She informed the Commission members that:

· Dr. Anthony Speier announced he will be retiring and his last day in the office will be Tuesday, October 29, 2013.  
· There will be an OBH staff meeting on Wednesday, October 9, 2013 to announce OBH’s transition plan once Dr. Speier retires.  

· OBH is almost fully staffed.

· Next year, SFY 2015, will be the optional renewal year for the Magellan of Louisiana’s contract.  Therefore, work will soon begin on developing a new Request for Proposal (RFP) for a managed care provider.  The RFP will be initiated in the fall of next year.
· As a result of the Federal Government shut-down, OBH has to move forward with a proposal to eliminate TANF Programs, which are Residential Women and Children Programs across the state.  Eliminating these programs equate to possible losing a total of 109 beds statewide.  TANF funds for these programs will be available through Thursday, October 31, 2013.  OBH will assume financial responsibility for all these women and children in treatment beyond October 31, 2013 through their discharge.  Contingency plans are now being reviewed to determine how OBH would transition the women and children back into the community.  
· A reception for Dr. Anthony Speier in honor of him retiring will be held Monday, October 21, 2013 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. in Room 118.  Members of the Commission were invited to attend the reception and were informed that they would receive a written invitation. 
· Commission members were asked by Quinetta Womack for non-traditional ways to heighten awareness about available gambling treatment services.  OBH wants to increase awareness in Communities and of Louisiana citizens to the availability of Gambling Treatment Services across the state at no cost to the patient and their families.   
OBH conducted a gambling assessment across the state over the past several years that indicate participants who identified themselves as needing treatment are not accessing treatment.   OBH would like to increase its effort to target this special population and to improve their awareness as well as the awareness of Louisiana citizens to the availability of free Gambling Treatment Services.  
B.
ADRA/LASACT MONTHLY REPORT (OPTIONAL) 
Representatives for these agencies were unable to attend the meeting.  

C.
COMMISSION MEMBERS REPORT
Brandon Horton with the Young People in Recovery will provide a presentation at the November 12, 2013 Commission meeting.
Freddie Landry asked Commission member, Dr. Susan Tucker, if she would give a presentation at the December 2013 Commission meeting.  Dr. Tucker accepted Freddie Landry’s request.

Dr. Susan Tucker is the Assistant Warden and Chief Psychologist at the Forch Wade Correctional Center, the Coordinator for the Louisiana state-wide Sex Offender Treatment Program and the Louisiana state-wide Substance Abuse Program Coordinator.
V.
NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
The next meeting of the Louisiana Commission on Addictive Disorders was discussed, and the date, time, and location were set.  The next meeting will take place in Baton Rouge, at OBH Headquarters, from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 12, 2013.
VI.
ADJOURNMENT

Freddie Landry called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Dr. Susan Tucker made the motion to adjourn, and Dr. Tony Wick seconded the motion.  All were in favor, and the motion passed to adjourn the meeting at 2:50 p.m.
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