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STATE BOARD OF ELECTION SUPERVISORS
MINUTES, DECEMBER 20, 2011
The December 20th, 2011 meeting of the State Board of Election Supervisors was called to order at the State Capitol, Baton Rouge, Louisiana in House Committee Room number 3 at 10:00a.m. 

Tom Schedler, Secretary of State called the meeting to order, and Patricia Chesne was acting secretary. 

The following members were present: Tom Schedler, Secretary of State, Angie Rogers, Commissioner of Elections, Richard Traina, Governor Appointee, William “Bill” Bryan, Attorney General’s Office, Mark Graffeo, Clerk of Court’s Association, and Robert Poche, Registrar of Voter’s Association. Also, present was Jacques Berry for the Lt. Governor’s Office. 
Secretary of Schedler called for adoption of minutes. Jacques Berry, representing the Lt. Governor’s Office took motion first, second by Bill Bryan with the Attorney General’s office. With no objections being heard, minutes from last year’s meeting were approved unanimously. 
Merietta Norton, counsel for the Secretary of State presented the recommendations to the Omnibus bill.
Mr. Bryan Bryan nominates Secretary Schedler as Chair and Angie Rogers as Co- Chair. Motion is seconded by Robert Poche, with no other nominations being heard, no objections being heard, Tom Schedler was nominated Chairman and Angie Rogers Co-chair respectably. 

Number 1: Provides a specific date for the State Board of Election Supervisor’s to submit its annual report to the House and Governmental Affairs committee and Senate and Governmental Affairs Committee. It would be submitted no later than the fifteenth of each year. 

Ms. Rogers makes motion to adopt. Mr. Graffeo seconds the motion. No objections heard. Item one is approved. 

Number 2: Deletes the requirement to have the present age of the registrant on the voter registrant application. The date of birth is required and this will free up valuable space that is needed on the card. 

Robert Poche makes the motion, seconded by Bill. No objection being heard, item number 2 is approved unanimously. 
Number 3: Clarifies how political parties are listed on the voter identification cards and changes the notice on the front of the identification card to meet the requirements of the United States Postal service.  

Bill Bryan moves for adoption Ms. Rogers seconds the motion. With no objections item number 3 is approved unanimously. 

Number 4: Provides that identification cards are sent to the registrants who have changes in name, address or polling place, reducing the number of identification cards that are mailed by each parish registrar of voters and provides a savings to the registrar of voters who bears the cost of mailing the identification cards. 
Mr. Graffeo moves and Mr. Bryan seconds. With no objections item number four is approved unanimously.
Number 5: Provides that the registrar of voters shall not be required to send an identification card to any voter who is on the inactive list unless the change in registration involves a change in the voter’s address, as the voter is on the inactive list because the voter’s address could not be confirmed and the registrar does not have a valid address of the voter. (R.S. 18:109) 
Ms. Rogers motions, Mr. Bryan seconds. With no objections being heard item number 5 is approved unanimously. 
Number 6: Deletes the requirement for a registrar of voters to request a duplicate precinct register in paper form for each precinct which reduces the cost of printing precinct registers for the Department of State. Also, requires for the Department of State to provide each registrar of voters a duplicate precinct register in electronic form. 
Mr. Poche motions, Mr. Bryan seconds. No objections being heard it is approved unanimously 
Number 7: Authorizes the Department of State or registrar of voters to transmit the full date of birth of a registered voter to the Supervisory Committee on Campaign and Finance Disclosure so the committee can accurately identify the registered voter who qualified as a candidate for purposes of filing campaign finance reports. 
Bill Bryan motions and Ms. Rogers seconds.  With no objections being heard item number 7 is approved unanimously. 
Number 8: Deletes the requirement for a registrant who is homebound to appear in the office of the registrar of voters and provide documentation for reinstatement of registration after suspension for a felony conviction and allows the registrant to deliver such documentation by mail, commercial carrier or hand delivery. 
Mrs. Norton - received a request from registrar’s legislative committee to also provide that the person may deliver documentation for reinstatement by facsimile as well. 

Chairman – we need an amendment for that as well. Motion by Mr. Poche, Mr. Bryan seconds the motion. No objections heard. The amendment is approved. 

Ms. Rogers moves for adoption of number 8 as amended. Mr. Graffeo seconds. With no objection number 8 is approved as amended. 
Number 9: Clarifies that when a general election is moved due to the election date falling on a prohibited date (such as Jewish holiday) that the primary election is also moved to give sufficient time between the primary election and general election to conclude election contests and prepare ballots for the general election. 
Mr. Mark Graffeo motions, seconded by Ms. Rogers. With no objection being heard, item number 9 is approved. 

Number 10: Changes the date for the general election for members of congress and officers elected at the same time as members of congress and special elections in even-numbered years from the first Saturday in December to the second Saturday in December to allow the Department of State to have sufficient time to prepare voting machines after the primary election. (changed by Act 570) 
Ms. Rogers makes a motion, seconded by Mr. Poche. Hearing no objections item number 10 is approved. 

Number 11: Allows a watcher who is not a resident of the parish where he serves to serve as a commissioner when there is a shortage of commissioners as authorized by R.S. 18:434(D). 
Mrs. Norton – Having spoken with Mr. Graffeo and the Clerks would like to ask that this item be removed. 
Mr. Graffeo makes that motion, seconded by Mr. Poche. Without any objection item number 11 is removed.

Number 12: Clarifies that watchers are allowed only for Election Day voting. Watchers are not required during early voting because the early voters can be challenged prior to the election on the same grounds that voters can be challenged on Election Day. (HB 533)
Mr. Bryan moves, seconded by Ms. Rogers. With no objection item number 12 is approved. 

Number 13: Provides that the clerk of court shall conduct a general course of instruction for commissioners at least annually. 
Mr. Graffeo moves, Ms. Rogers seconds. With no objections being heard item number 13 is approved. 

Number 14: Deletes the requirement for the clerk of court to file written reports with the secretary of state relating to the courses of instruction and certification of commissioners-in-charge and commissioners and requires the reports to be provided in a manner required by the secretary of state- can be input electronically.
Ms. Rogers makes a motion. Second by Mr. Graffeo. With no objections being heard item number 14 is approved unanimously. 

Number 15: Provides the options for a political party affiliation on notices of candidacy to coincide with the Department of State’s practice of listing the names of recognized political parties, “other” or “no party” for candidates’ political party affiliations on the Department’s website. 
Request from one of the members to take this recommendation out of the omnibus and place it in the miscellaneous and do it as a separate bill. 

Jacques Berry. – question, comment – “If the idea is to make it consistent with the website in number 3 we are saying the Id cards are going to say non instead of no party then why don’t we make it consistent to where they all say non or all say no party- on the qualifying form, on the id card, on the website, and the precinct register?” 
Mrs. Norton – “we would have to 18:551 the ballots as well. I don’t know if maybe the board wants to reconsider item number 3 and take this out of the omnibus recommendations and put it in the other recommendations for a separate bill and do one recommendation to make it all consistent. That would make 18:109 consistent with 18:463 and 18:551 for the ballots. What the proposal would be is that it would say the party name if it a recognizable party. Ballot would say other if other if the party is not recognized and non if the candidate has no political party affiliation and that would be consistent on the ID cards, precinct register and the Department’s website. I would also suggest a later effective date to give the Department time, January 1, 2013 to give sufficient time to implement this.” 
Take the political party amendment out of number 3 and an amendment to 18:463 and an amendment to 18:551 for political party names. That would be one set of recommendations. 

Reconsidering number 3 – Ms. Rogers moves to reconsider previously approved item number 3, second from Mr. Poche. 

Motion to have a misc. recommendation to amend 18:109, 463, and 551 to make it consistent as far as party affiliation. Ms. Rogers offers that motion, Mr. Poche seconds. Item number 3 is approved as amended. 

Mr. Poche – question – on #4 – “on voter registration cards, we got it in there for address, name and polling place; we are not restricted to that are we? The registrar is not restricted to just those three?”
Mrs. Norton – “the department will generate the ID cards for changes in name address or polling place. We will generate those and send them to you to send out.” 

Mr. Poche – “that is an automatic generation, but if someone changes their party affiliation and wants their voter registration card I can order and still get it correct?”
Chrissie Weatherford – IT Director. – “I would except that you can still send whatever ID cards you want to send however you would not be required to send an id card for anything other than a name, address, or polling place change. The problem we run into is we are changing the districts so often, at different times. You can still send ID cards for whatever you want it is at your cost.” 

Mr. Poche. “That answers my question. Thank you”
Proposing to move item number 15 to misc recommendations 
Ms. Rogers moves to move item 15 to miscellaneous section. Mr. Poche seconds. 

No objections being heard. 

Number 16: Provides a deadline to submit nominating petitions to the registrar of voters by candidates in special elections, except for candidates in special elections that are not called pursuant to R.S. 18:402(E).  The proposed amendment provides a deadline for candidates in special elections for the Louisiana legislature called pursuant to R.S. 18:601(A)(2) and candidates in special elections for U.S. Representative called pursuant to R.S. 18:1279 to file their nominating petitions not less than 14 days  before the qualifying period ends for candidates in the special election.
Ms. Rogers moves for adoption. Mr. Poche seconds. With no objections item number 16 is approved 

Number 17: Deletes the requirement to reopen qualifying if no candidate qualified for an office or the number of candidates who have qualified for an office is fewer than the number of positions to be filled in that office.  Reopening qualifying delays the preparation of ballots and makes it difficult for the Department of State to prepare for early voting.
Mr. Berry has a question – “remind me what happens to the office if you do not have an election for it”
Mrs. Norton – 42:2 “the person in office holds over.” 

Mr. Berry – “which was the case in several offices this last election cycle.”
Mrs. Norton – “at least 3 or 4 and According to AG opinions. There is another special election called if no one qualifies.  That is what we have been using.” 

Ms. Rogers – “it may be prudent to look at amending the vacancy provisions.” 
Mrs. Norton – “and the anticipated vacancy provisions as well.” 

Chairman - “Does anyone have an objection to moving this out of the omnibus bill?”

Mr. Bryan moves, second by Mr. Berry. With no objection being heard number 17 is moved to the misc category. 

Mrs. Norton – “the vacancy provisions need to be reviewed and anticipated vacancy provisions.” 

Item number 17 motion to reconsider by Ms. Rogers. Mr. Graffeo moves to have item 17 removed, second by Ms. Rogers. Without objection item 17 is removed.  
Number 18: Requires the parish governing authority to send new precinct boundaries to the clerk of court in addition to the secretary of the Senate, clerk of the House of Representatives and the secretary of state so the clerk of court can be put on notice when new precincts are created requiring additional voting machines and commissioners.
Mrs. Norton – noted that she has received a request to include the registrars as well

Ms. Rogers motions to include the registrars to the list and that is seconded by Mr. Bryan. 

No objections being heard that amendment is added. 

Ms. Rogers makes a motion to approve item number 18 as amended seconded by Mr. Bryan. No objections being heard item number 18 is approved as amended. 
Number 19: Provides that a voter who does not have a picture identification card shall complete and sign an identification affidavit in the presence of the commissioners or registrar/deputy registrar.  Also provides that the commissioners or registrar/deputy registrar shall assist a voter who cannot read or write in completing the identification affidavit.  The proposed amendments make the procedures consistent by requiring the voter to provide his date of birth and mother’s maiden name when voting without a picture identification card. The proposed amendments also provide the procedure after identification for the registrar/deputy registrar to follow that is consistent with the procedure after identification the commissioners follow for Election Day voting provided in R.S. 18:562(D).
Mrs. Norton –received some requests from The Advocacy Center. “The main thing is they would like if the person who is able to give them assistance similar to the provisions in the election code. Also you cannot have assistance from someone who is prohibited.” 

Mr. Graffeo offers the amendment to item 19. Ms. Rogers seconds.  With no objection being heard it is approved.

Ms. Rogers moves to approve number 19 as amended. Mr. Graffeo seconds with no objections being heard number 19 is approved as amended. 
Number 20: Changes the time for making appointments to fill vacancies in certain offices from 10 days to 20 days to give the governing authorities additional time to make the appointments before the vacancies are transmitted to the governor for appointment.  Also changes the time for issuing proclamations for special elections from 10 days to 20 days to make the time period consistent with the time period for making appointments to fill vacancies.

Mr. Poche makes the motion to approve number 20. 

Mr. Berry – comment – “I just want to bring to the forefront the issue of the charters who refer to state law or the ones who mirror the language state law for vacancies, to have some process to notify that the state law has changed and may want to consider changing their charters as well.” 
Ms. Rogers makes a motion to approve with the recommendation from Mr. Berry duly noted, Mr. Poche seconds. Without objection item 20 is approved. 

Number 21: Provides that if a vacancy in a parish office occurs within one year of the regularly scheduled primary election for that office, no special election will be called and the appointee shall serve for the remainder of the term of office.  This treats parish offices like municipal offices under R.S. 18:602(E)(4) and eliminates the necessity to hold a special election to fill the vacancy when there is a minimal amount of time left on the term of office.  In addition, the governing authority would not have to incur the election expenses to hold the special election.
Ms. Rogers makes a motion for adoption of number 21. Mr. Graffeo seconds, without objection number 21 is approved. 

Number 22: Deletes the requirement for a proposition to include both a summary and proposition language not to exceed 400 words in length.  Provides for a proposition to include information required in this section in simple, unbiased, concise and easily understood language in the form of a question not to exceed 200 words in length.  Reducing the length of the propositions facilitates the placement of all elections on one voting machine due to space limitations on the ballot.

Ms. Rogers makes the motion to approve number 22. Mr. Bryan seconds. With no objection being heard number 22 is approved. 
Number 23: Provides that the office of a public officer who is recalled shall be vacated upon the expiration of the time period for contesting the recall election, which is nine days after the election, if no election contest is filed or when the final judgment becomes definitive if an election contest is filed.  The amendment makes this statute consistent with R.S. 18:575 that provides when results of a primary or general election are official.

Motion from Ms. Rogers to approve, second by Mr. Bryan. With no objection number 23 is approved. 
Number 24: Corrects the citation in R.S. 18:1307(B) (2) to delete the reference to R.S. 18:1333(D) (2) and replace it with R.S. 18:1333(D) (1).  The application deadline of 30 days before the election for nursing home residents was changed in 2009 and moved from R.S. 18:1333(D)(2) to R.S. 18:1333 (D)(1).
Motion by Ms. Rogers to approve number 24, second by Mr. Bryan. With no objections number 24 is approved. 

Number 25: Provides that an application to vote absentee by mail for a participant in the Department of State Address Confidentiality Program shall remain valid as long as the applicant is a participant in the program and provides that the applicant does not have to submit an application to vote absentee by mail for each election.
Ms. Rogers makes a motion to approve number 25. Mr. Graffeo seconds. With no objections being heard number 25 is approved. 
Number 26: Authorizes a registrant who has a valid Louisiana driver’s license or Louisiana special identification card to submit an electronic application to vote absentee by mail on the secretary of state’s website. 
Mr. Poche moves to approve and Mr. Bryan seconds. No objections being heard. Number 26 is approved unanimously. 
Number 27: Deletes the requirement that an application to vote absentee by mail cannot be received by the registrar of voters earlier than 60 days prior to the election so that the registrars can process the applications and they will not have to reject the applications that arrive earlier than the 60th day prior to the election.
Mr. Poche firsts Ms. Rogers seconds. With no objections being heard number 27 is approved.
Number 28: Deletes the requirement for the registrar of voters to detach the perforated slip from the absentee by mail ballot and to retain the slip for six months.  The absentee by mail paper ballots no longer have a perforated slip due to the change to a new digital image scanning system for counting paper ballots.  With the new scanning system, the Department of State uses regular paper that gives the Department the ability to print ballots on demand or print ballots in house for emergencies for jurisdiction changes or when the supply of ballots is low.

Mr. Poche moves to approve item number 28. Mr. Bryan seconds. Item number 28 is approved unanimously.
Number 29: Authorizes the electronic transmission of all state and local ballots to military and overseas voters.

Ms. Rogers makes a motion to approve and amend item number 29. Mr. Poche seconds. No objection being heard item number 29 is approved. 
Number 30: Deletes the requirement for the registrar of voters to send the voter a second ballot by facsimile, if the voter has already received an absentee by mail ballot.
Ms. Rogers moves for item number 30 to be advanced. Second by Mr. Graffeo. No objection being heard number 30 is approved. 
Number 31: Provides that the time for voting during early voting is 3 minutes, unless the voter is voting with assistance or using the audio ballots.  In that case, the voter has 20 minutes to vote.  This makes the time for voting during early voting consistent with the time for voting on Election Day as provided in R.S. 18:563.
Ms. Rogers moves item number 31 to be approved, second by Mr. Bryan. No objections being head item number 31 is approved. 

Number 32: Provides that the registrar of voters, instead of the parish custodian, shall seal the early voting machines in the presence of the parish board of election supervisors.  Also provides that the candidates shall contact the registrar of voters for the time and place of the preparation of the machines for early voting.
Mr. Poche makes the motion to approve. Mr. Graffeo seconds. No objection being heard item number 32 is approved. 

Number 33: Provides that paper absentee by mail ballots shall be recounted by hand and early voting ballots shall be recounted electronically unless paper ballots were used for early voting.  This clarifies the process for recounting ballots since early voting ballots cast on the early voting machines can only be recounted electronically.
Ms. Rogers has a question. “Does that mean we are not going to be able to use the new scanning equipment?”
Mrs. Norton – “you can’t count the early voting ballots on the machines by hand”
Ms. Rogers – “presently if we have a recount we take the ballots that can be ran through the scanner they are and those that had a problem and the scanner wouldn’t count they are counted by hand or the registrar chooses the whole process to be done by hand.” 

Chairman – “Alright well does someone want to make that motion to amend that to “may”?” 

That motion is being made by Ms. Rogers, Mr. Poche seconds 
Mrs. Norton – “my recommendation would be to leave the ‘shall’ in there because you are giving them the choice. My recommendation would be by hand or scanning equipment.” 

No objection being heard number 33 is approved as amended.

Number 34: Allows the parish board of election supervisors to duplicate a ballot that is damaged or cannot properly be counted by the counting equipment so the defective ballot can be counted with the other valid ballots.
Chairman- “we would actually duplicate the ballot?”
Mrs. Norton – “yes” 

Mr. Berry- “if the Board can tell the intent of the voter that seems a little nebulous. What happens if it can’t be properly counted? Not counted at all?”
Mr. Poche – “if for some reason if we have a received a ballot that is torn in the mail. If the intent of the voter is clear we can take a blank ballot duplicate that count it run it through the scanner staple them together and we would be able to count it with the counter as opposed to going back and counting them by hand. The counter can then count it.” 

Mr. Graffeo – “but you have counted some by hand also?” 

Mr. Berry – “I guess I questioned it being in the omnibus bill.” 

Mr. Graffeo – “in my parish what we would do is hand count it. But I have no objection” 

Ms. Rogers – “should it remain as shall duplicate it or may duplicate it”
Mr. Graffeo – “I would rather see it as may”
Chair – “Robert you ok with that?” 

Mr. Poche – “yes sir” 

Mr. Berry – “some groups may have a problem with that would it be a possibility to then remove it?”
Chairman – “no”
Ms. Rogers make the motion to amend from shall to may. Mr. Graffeo seconds. No objections being heard. The amendment is approved. 
Ms. Rogers makes a motion to approved item number 34 as amended, Mr. Poche seconds. No objection being heard number 34 is approved as amended. 
Number 35: Increases the maximum number of absentee by mail and early voting commissioners that may be used by parish boards of election supervisors and requires the approval of the secretary of state or his designee for additional commissioners.

Clarifies that the designee of the secretary of state can approve a request by the parish board of election supervisors for absentee by mail and early voting commissioners for counting and tabulating provisional ballots.

Ms. Rogers moves to approve item number 35. second by Mr. Graffeo. No objection being heard item number 35 is approved. 
Number 36: Repeals the provision to challenge the ballot of a voter who voted absentee by mail or during early voting who dies prior to the opening of the polls on election day.

Ms. Rogers. – “some times the registrar may get knowledge of a person dying after they voted early voting so that person could be challenged. But a lot of times they will not know. So there are times when a person may vote then die and their vote will be counted.” 

Ms. Rogers makes the motion for item number 35. Mr. Bryan seconds. With out objection number 35 is approved. 

Number 37: Clarifies that paper ballots may be used for voting if the voting equipment for early voting or Election Day voting fails.

Mr. Poche – “we have some questions about it because the language is not real clear on who does the actual counting of the ballots. Some of these people were directed to the registrar’s office. Some of these people were allowed to vote that night they gave these ballots back to the clerk not to the parish board. We just wanted to be clear. If they vote at the polls we know what happens but …”
Mrs. Norton  – “this particular statute doesn’t deal with counting. These ballots would be sealed in the envelope and you would have to go through the process”
Mr. Poche – “we are going to retain the absentee commissioners until after the polls close in case this would happen where the parish board would be counting them”
Mrs. Norton  – “the parish board would have to count these ballots. This is a very rare situation. This is just to give the option in case you had a problem with the machines. As far as the procedure we could do that by rule.” 

Angie – “it would probably be best to provide for procedures by rule because with redistricting we have so many small precincts that were split for redistricting that is causing the temporary problem but is going to be going on for a few years.” 

Mr. Graffeo – “I think the things that scares me most as the clerk is we have a lot of small one machine precincts that we didn’t have in the past due to reapportionment and I would just like to have the flexibility to be able to get those ballots to the voters and get those things counted.” 
Mr. Bryan- “as long as a clarification is definitive because we have also had an increase in election challenges in elections that were challenged by one or two votes so we just need to have something in place so if we do go to court we have something to hang our hats on and not just a nebulous…”
Ms. Rogers moves for adoption of Item 37 Mr. Bryan seconds that. With no objections being heard it is approved with the understanding that we provide a rule and clarification. 

Number 38: Provides the procedures for a public officer who has been recalled to contest the recall election as authorized by R.S. 18:1300.17.

Ms. Rogers recommends approval of number 38 Mr. Berry seconds. No objections being heard item number 38 is approved. 

Number 39: Makes it an election offense for a candidate to attend a course of instruction for commissioners or commissioners-in-charge that is held prior to the election in which the candidate is on the ballot, except for the clerk of court who may attend the course of instruction as part of his election related duties.

Mrs. Norton – “I have a request from Mr. Graffeo to remove this item”
Mr. Graffeo – “I would like to make that motion. Ms. Rogers seconds that. With no objection being heard that item is pulled.” 

Number 40: Requires a political subdivision of the state to submit any proposed change in voting practice or procedure to the clerk of court and registrar of voters in addition to submitting the proposed change to the secretary of state.  This puts the clerk of court and registrar of voters on notice of the change, including but not limited to providing notice that a reapportionment plan has been precleared and is ready to be implemented.

Mr. Bryan makes a motion to approve number 40. Ms. Rogers seconds that. With no objection being heard number 40 is approved. 
Number 41: Authorizes identification cards to be sent to the registrant by electronic mail if the registrant has a valid electronic mail address listed on the registration system.  This would provide additional savings to the registrars on postage costs to mail the identification cards.

Chrissie Weatherford – comments on the stats for registering electronically to vote. “If the registrar chooses to do so they may send the voter an id card electronically.” 

Angie- “through the portal?”
Mr. Berry – “what percentages of voters are coming through VR? It’s not the majority at this point?”
Chrissie Weatherford – “absolutely not. The majority of the registrants still come through OMV.” 

Ms. Rogers – “if the email comes back then you would revert to the mail process.” 

Mrs. Norton  – “that is not what it says right now”
Ms. Rogers- “I would like to make the motion to amend it to….”
Mrs. Norton – “if you do not deliver it then you proceed under part 5” 

Chrissie Weatherford – “if certain fields are changed it generates a new id card. It is a fairly significant change but I think it is a good one.” 

Mrs. Norton – “provide that when the notice sent electronically is undeliverable the department of state will notify the Registrar of voters who will then proceed with applicable provisions of part V of this chapter. There is also a request to do a recommended date of 1/13” 

Chairman – “Ms. Rogers do you want to offer that up as an amendment?”

Mrs. Rogers - “I make a motion a motion to amend as provided by Ms. Norton and an effective date of 1/1/13.” 
Mr. Poche seconds. No objection being heard, amendment is approved. 

Ms. Rogers makes a motion to approve item 41 as amended, Mr. Berry seconds. 
Number 42: Changes the poll hours from 6:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.
Mr. Poche makes a motion for approval Mr. Graffeo seconds. With out objection item 42 is approved. 
Number 43: Gives the registrar of voter’s discretion to set the hours of early voting at satellite locations during small elections.
Mrs. Norton  – “Mr. Poche’s proposed amendment - D. page 130 after “hours” would add days in which early voting may be conducted therein may be fixed by the registrar with the approval of the secretary of state. My other suggestion would be to add something at the end to say that the registrar shall advertise the hours of early voting so that they can put the public on notice.” 
Mr. Graffeo – “When would that be determined? Do we need to put something in there to put a timeline on it?”
Mr. Chairman – “could we add something in there to deal with that Merietta? So many days with in qualifying, once the ballot is known…”
Mrs. Norton – “I would say something like 7 days within the close of qualifying. You could say hours will be fixed by the Registrar with the approval of the secretary of state within 7 days after the close of qualifying”
Mr. Poche offers the motion on the amendment. Mr. Graffeo seconds that amendment. No objections heard that amendment is approved

Ms. Rogers offers the motion for approval of number 43 as amended Mr. Bryan seconds and with no objection being heard number 43 is approved as amended
Number 44: Prohibits an owner, operator, or administrator of a nursing home or an employee of any of them from assisting a voter in voting absentee by mail.  This amendment makes the prohibition on assisting a voter who is voting absentee by mail who is in a nursing home consistent with the prohibition on assistance provided in R.S. 1333(G)(4)(a) for voters in the nursing home program.
Mr. Kaufmann with The Advocacy Center has filled out a comment card. 

“Our objections are, there are three different, there is federal regulations that talk about the residents rights to exercise his or her rights as a resident of the facility. There is as Merietta cited there is the La Residents Bill of Rights, and there is also a third the la standards for payments for nursing home facilities that has a couple of references to the right to encourage and assist from facility staff to the fullest extent possible and we feel like placing this limitation in this portion of the law it would conflict with these other law and regulations that encourage staff assistance”
Mr. Bryan –comments on the concerns – problem with candidates who own nursing homes. 

Angie – “tell me again what the federal law is. Can we be in compliance with both if we just restrict this to limiting the owner/administrator” 

Mr. Kaufmann – “The reference is to staff so I think if you prohibit owner/operator/administrator I think it would be acceptable”
Ms. Rogers proposes the motion to that amendment in number 44

Mrs. Norton, General Counsel – “that amendment would add that -no candidate in any election or owner, operator, or administrator pg 133 after nursing home strike or an employee or any of them.”   

Ms. Rogers offers that amendment, second from Mr. Graffeo. No objection being heard that amendment is approved. 

Mr. Poche – “I have another amendment. That is to include community homes, group homes, and assisted living homes.” 

Ms. Rogers – “is nursing home defined in the Election Code? 13:33(A) so I recommend we amend that definition. That would make all of the nursing home provisions apply to those facilities.”
Mrs. Norton, General Counsel – “if any of these are listed somewhere in the Election Code but I need to make sure these are correct ways to phrase these.”
Mr. Poche – “when the Election Code was written there was no such terminology”
Mrs. Norton, General Counsel – “I need to research the correct terminology for these facilities” 

Mr. Poche removes his offer of that amendment at this time. 

Ms. Rogers moves to approve Item 44 as amended second by Mr. Graffeo with no objection being heard that item is approved as amended. 
Number 45: Deletes the requirement for the registrar of voters to post the list of the names of voters who requested to vote absentee by mail.  This reduces the likelihood that voters who have not cast their absentee by mail ballots will be contacted and influenced or provided assistance on how to cast their votes.  The registrar of voters would still be required to post a list of voters who returned their absentee by mail ballots
Mr. Poche makes a motion to approve Mr. Bryan seconds. With no objection being heard item 45 is approved. 

Mr. Berry offers motion to adjourn and second by Mr. Bryan. 
Meeting is adjourned. 
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