STATE BOARD OF ELECTION SUPERVISORS 
MEETING MINUTES
JANUARY 15, 2010

The January 15, 2010 meeting of the State Board of Election Supervisors was called to order at the State Capitol, Baton Rouge, Louisiana in House Committee Room No. 3 at 10:00 a.m. 

Jay Dardenne, Secretary of State, Chairman, presided and Cynthia Cotten, was acting secretary.
The following members were present:  Jay Dardenne, Secretary of State, Chairman; Angie Rogers LaPlace, Commissioner of Elections, Vice Chairman; Richard Traina, Governor’s Appointee; Rowdy Gaudet, Lieutenant Governor Mitch Landrieu’s Designee; Bill Bryan, Attorney General Buddy Caldwell’s Designee; Mark Graffeo, Representative of Clerks of Court Association; and Robert Poche, Representative of Registrars of Voters Association.
The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Chairman, Jay Dardenne. The roll was called by the secretary. Chairman, Jay Dardenne, Secretary of State, stated the first order of business is to vote for the adoption of the 2009 minutes. I will take a motion to adopt the minutes of 2009. Bill Bryan, made a motion for the approval of the minutes, any objections? Mark Graffeo, seconds. Without objection the minutes are adopted. We do have a quorum. Our item of business is the presentation of proposed legislation. As all of you know, we convene annually for the purpose of reviewing the recommendations for legislative changes that would be included in the omnibus legislation that will be presented. Merietta Norton, General Counsel, will review each of these proposals and explain them and we will entertain questions and comments and vote individually on each proposal for each one to be included as part of the proposed package that will be presented to the joint committees of the House and Senate Governmental Affairs.
Merietta Norton, General Counsel for the Secretary of State presented the proposed amendments for the board.
Number 1:  Amends R.S. 18:152. Required records. (Deletes the requirement for a registrar of voters to request a duplicate precinct register in paper form for each precinct which reduces the cost of printing precinct registers for the Department of State. Also requires the Department of State to provide the registrar of voters a duplicate precinct register in electronic form.)

Mr. Chairman stated any questions or comments on Item #1. Is there a motion to approve Number 1? Angie Rogers LaPlace, moves that Number 1 be approved, any objections? Robert Poche, seconds. Without objection Item #1 is approved for inclusion.
Number 2:  Amends R.S. 18:154. Records open to inspection; copying; exceptions. (Authorizes the Department of State or registrar of voters to transmit the full date of birth of a registered voter to the Board of Ethics so the board can accurately identify the registered voter who qualified as a candidate for purposes of filing campaign finance reports.) 

Mr. Chairman stated any questions or comments on Item #2. Is there a motion to approve Number 2? Angie Rogers LaPlace, moves that Number 2 be approved, any objections? Robert Poche, seconds. Without objection Item #2 is approved for inclusion.
Number 3: Amends R.S. 18:431. Commissioners; courses of instruction; certificates; reports; list of certified persons furnished by parish board of election supervisors. (Provides that the clerk of court shall conduct a general course of instruction for commissioners at least annually. The clerk of court may conduct the general course of instruction more often than on an annual basis if the clerk determines that additional courses of instruction are necessary.)
Mr. Chairman stated any questions or comments on Item #3. Is there a motion to approve Number 3? Angie Rogers LaPlace, moves that Number 3 be approved, any objections? Mark Graffeo, seconds. Without objection Item #3 is approved for inclusion.
Number 4:  Amends R.S. 18:591. Vacancy in office of elective members of state boards and commissions. (Changes the time for making an appointment to fill a vacancy in certain offices from 10 days to 20 days if the vacancy is due to the death of the elected official.)

Mr. Chairman stated any questions or comments on Item #4. Is there a motion to approve Number 4? Robert Poche, moves that Number 4 be approved, any objections? Angie Rogers LaPlace, seconds. Without objection Item #4 is approved for inclusion. 

Number 5: Amends R.S. 18:1284. Resolution calling election; proposition. (Deletes the requirement for a proposition to include both a summary and proposition language not to exceed 400 words in length. Provides for a proposition to include information required in this Section in simple, unbiased, concise and easily understood language in the form of a question not to exceed 200 words in length. Reducing the length of the propositions facilitates the placement of all elections on one voting machine due to space limitations on the ballot.)

Mr. Chairman stated any questions or comments on Item #5. Is there a motion to approve Number 5? Angie Rogers LaPlace, moves that Number 5 be approved, any objections? Robert Poche, seconds. Without objection Item #5 is approved for inclusion. 

Number 6:  Amends R.S. 18:1307. Application by mail. (Provides that an application to vote absentee by mail for a participant in the Department of State Address Confidentiality Program shall remain valid as long as the applicant is a participant in the program and provides that the applicant does not have to submit an application to vote absentee by mail for each election.)

Mr. Chairman stated any questions or comments on Item #6. Is there a motion to approve Number 6? Angie Rogers LaPlace, moves that Number 6 be approved, any objections? Robert Bill Bryan seconds. Without objection Item #6 is approved for inclusion.
Number 7:  Amends R.S. 18:1308. Absentee voting by mail. (Clarifies the allowable methods of delivery of absentee by mail ballots to the registrar of voters which excludes delivery by hand delivery.)

Merietta Norton, General Counsel, stated this amendment specifies that the ballot cannot be hand delivered to the registrar. It must be delivered by mail or commercial delivery service. It makes it clear that if you register to vote absentee by mail, it must be delivered by one of these methods.
Mr. Chairman asks for questions or comments on this proposal. Mr. Poche poses a comment of inconsistency. Mr. Poche gives example. 
Merietta Norton addresses the issue of fraud in hand carrying absentee by mail ballots. 

Bill Bryan stated it would be immediate family.

Mr. Chairman stated again it would be immediate family. You would address the scenario. That was a real life example Mr. Poche had to deal with; where it seems to me we don’t want to be prohibiting someone from being able to cast their vote—one ballot delivered by one family member; what’s wrong with that? That may be an appropriate modification to the proposal we have set forth in the preliminary discussions. Angie, do you have any comments?
Angie Rogers LaPlace stated that the registrar may be the one to speak forth on this. She is in favor of Bill Bryan’s suggestion.

Merietta Norton comments. Will add hand delivery as a method with a limit. 
Brian Champagne, St. Charles Parish Registrar of Voters, addresses Jay Dardenne. Mr. Champagne makes an introduction for the record. He states that he is in favor of Bill Bryan’s suggestion. 

Mr. Chairman stated any questions or comments on Item #7. Is there a motion to approve Number 7? Mr. Poche, moves that Number 7 be approved, any objections? Bill Bryan, seconds. Without objection Item #7 is approved for inclusion. The amended language will be crafted by Merietta Norton by what has been discussed as suggested by Mr. Bryan. Merietta Norton clarifies the amended language. No objections. Item # 7 is approved.
Number 8:  Amends R.S. 18:1314. Absentee by mail and early voting commissioners. (Increases the maximum number of absentee by mail and early voting commissioners that may be used by Parish Boards of Election Supervisors and requires the approval of the secretary of state for additional commissioners. Maximum 6 commissioners.) 
Mr. Poche questions and comments in regards to abuse and the method of determining the number of commissioners needed. 

John Moreau, St. Landry Parish Registrar of Voters, addresses the board. He requests that the number of commissioners not be changed. Brian Champagne also expresses his concern regarding changing the allowable number of commissioners. 

Chairman, Jay Dardenne, responds to members concerns. Bill Bryan speaks on the matter. 

This amendment was voted on with 5 yeas and 2 nays. Angie Rogers LaPlace, moves that Number 8 be adopted as voted on, any objections? Jay Dardenne, Chairman, seconds.  Item #8 is adopted. Item is approved for inclusion. 
Number 9:  Amends R.S. 18:1352. Use of voting machines throughout state; exception for failure of voting equipment and absentee by mail and early voting. (Clarifies that paper ballots may be used for voting if the voting equipment for early voting or election day voting fails.)
Mr. Chairman stated any questions or comments on Item #9. Is there a motion to approve Number 9? Robert Poche, moves that Number 9 be approved, any objections? Mark Graffeo, seconds. Without objection Item #9 is approved for inclusion.

Chairman Dardenne asks if there is any other business to discuss. 

Angie Rogers Laplace moves that meeting is adjourned. Without objection meeting is adjourned. 
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