LOUISIANA BOARD OF ANIMAL HEALTH

November 10, 2011 10:00 am

Veterans Memorial Auditorium

5825 Florida Boulevard

Baton Rouge, LA 70806

Proceedings

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Dr. Maxwell Lea at 10:02 a.m. 

ROLL CALL
Members present:
Van Bennett, Giles Brown, Timmie Crawford, Jr., Russ Danzy, Craig Fontenot, DVM, Bill Holdman, Maxwell Lea, Jr. DVM, Law Ponder, T.B. Porter, Butch Racca, Brent Robbins, DVM, Eugene Robertson, David Savoy, Commissioner Mike Strain, Rayburn Smith, Chris Tauzin, Tim Veillon, Ronnie Venson. 
Members absent: 
Clark Cooper, DVM, Neal McFadden.

Others present: 
Kelly Brown, DeAnna Cole (LDAF), Terry Conger DVM (USDA), Scott DeJean, DVM (USDA), Ashley Dupree (LDAF), Parrish Foote (LDAF), Dale Hollier (USDA), Warren Joseph DVM (LDAF), Daniel Myrick DVM (LDAF), Charles Nettles, DVM (USDA), Dr. Dan Paulsen (LADDL), John Smith (LDAF), Diane Stacy DVM (LDAF), John Walther (LDAF), Paul Whittington, DVM, Liz Wilcox (LDAF).

PUBLIC COMMENT
None 

READING AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Mr. Eugene Robertson made a motion to accept the minutes from May 26, 2011. Mr. Bill Holdman seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND STANDING COMMITTEES

Commissioner Mike Strain thanked the board for their dedication and support. He spoke about the future and progressions that will be made. 

Mr. John Walther gave an update on Emergency Planning and Preparation. Relationships with emergency organizations have been created for a quicker and more efficient response within the agriculture realm. Improvements are constantly being made to contribute to the agriculture industry. 

Mr. John Walther also reported that we currently have forty-four active livestock dealers in Louisiana. As of now there is a compliance rate of about 80%. In the future non-compliant livestock dealers will be held accountable. 

Dr. Diane Stacy spoke to the Board about Animal Disease Traceability and the efforts that are being put towards the program within the office, including the future expectations of the program. She also informed the board that the proposed traceability rule is in public discussion until December 9, 2012. Discussion followed.

Dr. Diane Stacy also announced to the board that Brite tags will be available to producers at no charge from LDAF. 

Commissioner Mike Strain spoke about the Brucellosis calfhood vaccination program. He mentioned that the program is phasing out due to the state not having a positive Brucella case in twelve years. A rebate is being offered by the department to veterinarians administering the vaccinations to reduce the cost to the veterinarian and hopefully the producer. Discussion followed.

Dr. Diane Stacy reported on the consideration of a Certified Free Trichomoniasis program. She consulted the board on whether or not this would be a program of interest. More research will follow in the future. Discussion followed. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND GENERAL ORDERS
Dr. Diane Stacy explained the Proposed Tuberculosis regulation governing Mexican origin cattle. Discussion followed. A motion was made by Mr. Giles Brown to accept the current proposed regulation to go into affect upon completion. Mr. Rayburn Smith seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

Dr. Diane Stacy notified the board about the Equine Identification policy. This proposed policy will provide an exemption for pending tattoos for racing thoroughbreds and quarter horses. Discussion followed. Dr. Craig Fontenot recommended that the Racing Thoroughbred horses be temporarily identified by tattoo or registration number and Racing Quarter horses be temporarily identified by registration number. A motion was made by Dr. Craig Fontenot to accept the policy with changes. Mr. Giles Brown seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS
Mr. John Walther introduced our new Staff Attorney Mrs. Ashley Dupree to the board. 

Mr. John Walther announced that the change of date request from the West Monroe Stockyard was retracted. 

Mr. John Walther informed the board that the Thibodaux Stockyard has terminated their charter. Mr. John Smith, LDAF auditor, confirmed that all financial matters concerning the barn have been reconciled.  

Mr. John Walther notified the board of the two Equine Infectious Anemia Laboratory applications that were submitted to the office. Dr. Diane Stacy gave a brief review of both applications from Maurice Vet Clinic and Baronne Vet Clinic. Both labs have submitted all required documentation, passed required inspections, and have shown that there is a need. A motion was made by Mr. Russ Danzy to accept both applications. The motion was seconded by Dr. Craig Fontenot. Motion carried. 

PUBLIC COMMENT

None

FUTURE BUSINESS
The date of March 15, 2012 was proposed for an upcoming board meeting. The board agreed that it was an available date as of now.

ADJOURN
Mr. Bill Holdman made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. T.B. Porter seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. Meeting dismissed at 11:30 AM
