Louisiana Board of Health Board Meeting
July 26, 2012

9:30 A.M.

Veterans Memorial Auditorium

5825 Florida Boulevard

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806

Proceeding

Ms. Tabitha Gray swore in commission members.  The commission members sworn in are: James Clark Cooper, DVM, William Holdman, John Van Bennett, Tom Ardoin, Rayburn Smith, Bob Pitre, Lennie L. Crawford, Giles Brown, Kelly Garris, Gary Greene, DVM, Butch Racca, Eugene Robertson, Law Ponder, and Maxwell Lea, DVM.
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 9:45 a.m. by John Walther, Assistant Commissioner of Animal Health and Food Safety.

ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Mr. Walther.

Members present:  Commissioner Mike Strain, DVM, James Cooper, DVM, Maxwell Lea, DVM, Eugene Robertson, Butch Racca, William Holdman, Tom Ardoin, Gary Greene, DVM, John Van Bennett, Bob Pitre, Giles Brown, Rayburn Smith, Kelly Garris, Lennie Crawford, and Law Ponder 
Members absent:  Chris Tauzin, Craig Fontenot, DVM, Neal McFadden, and Tim Veillion
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Motion:  Mr. Eugene Robertson nominated Maxwell Lea, DVM as Chairman.  Motion was seconded by Mr. Giles Brown.  Motion passed.
DESIGNATION OF STAFF

Motion:  Mr. John Van Bennett made a motion to accept Mr. John Walther as the Director of the Board of Animal Health.  This motion was seconded by Mr. Tom Ardoin and passed.

Motion:  Mr. Bob Pitre made a motion to appoint Diane Stacy, DVM as the Assistant Director of the Board of Animal Health.  This motion was seconded by Mr. Law Ponder and passed.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion:  Mr. Ponder made a motion to approve the minutes from the November 30, 2011 meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Butch Racca and passed unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENT   Dr. Lea had the new board and guests introduce themselves.
Guest present:  Brent Robbins, DVM, LDAF, Robert Joyner, Louisiana Cattlemen’s Association, Michael Logan, DVM, USDA, C. P. Nettles, DVM, USDA, Brian Lalande, DVM, USDA, Mark Sclafani, LDAF, Brandon Thigpen, LDAF, Mark Scurria, DVM, LDAF, Mike Barrington, DVM, LDAF, Daniel Myrick, DVM, LDAF, Warren Joseph, DVM, LDAF, Parrish Foote, LDAF, Craig Waguespack, LDAF, Dale Hollier, USDA, Scott Dejean, DVM, USDA, Rusty Berry, DVM, LDAF, Kevin Finley, Internal Auditor, LDAF, Lilly Rai, DVM, USDA, Ron Harrell, Louisiana Farm Bureau, Diane Stacy, DVM, LDAF, John Walther, LDAF, and Liz Wilcox, LDAF.
REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND STANDING COMMITTEES

Commissioner Mike Strain, DVM gave the board an update on legislative issues and state of Louisiana’s concerns for poultry, equine, dairy cattle, beef cattle, drought effects, and agriculture products.  He stressed the importance of the farm bill regulating the importation of livestock they were keeping close watch on.
Dr. Stacy gave a quick introduction and described the duties of the employees working in Veterinary Health office.
Mr. Walther reported on the legislative changes and animal care standards.  He commented on the five different chapters on rules and regulations the board is responsible for enforcing. They have met with the different producer groups to get their input and are in the process of reviewing and making changes on these rules.  These proposed changes will be ready for the next meeting for the board to adopt.
Mr. Walther reviewed the new electronic auction check-in system the department is in the process of implementing for animal traceability.  He presented a slide show to the board explaining the database system.
 Dr. Lea commended the progress on the traceability program.  He asked how long before the other stockyards would be added.  Dr. Stacy reported we have funding for three more barns.

Dr. Stacy commented the animal disease traceability will affect cattle over 18 months of age, all dairy cattle, and all exhibition animals.

Dr. Stacy also spoke on the Trichomoniasis Program.  She reported we are currently down to 2.6% positive from 2009’s 17.7% positives.  Louisiana’s West Nile Virus (WNV) count is up to 12 positives and the Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) count is 12 positives. So far on Equine Infectious Anemia (EIA), we have 19,000 tests to date with only one positive.  As for equine herpes, we have had one neurological case but the horse is improving.  

Dr. Stacy stated the United State Department of Agriculture, APHIS, Veterinary Services office has closed in Baton Rouge and our Area Office is now located in Flowood, Mississippi.  
Dr. Lea thanked Dr. Nettles for them assisting Louisiana with the transition and stressed how we were looking forward in continuing our working relationship with the agency.
Dr. Stacy discussed the EIA testing at auction markets.

Commissioner Strain reported on the continuing abandoned horse problems that everyone is experiencing and that no solutions to this problem have been resolved at this time.  He stated the value of a horse has dropped tremendously and it is only making the problem worse.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Dr. Stacy spoke on the Trichomoniasis Certification free program.  Dr. Warren Joseph elaborated further on the subject. 

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Walther gave the proposed changes to Alternative Livestock licensing.  Mr. Holdman commented on the issue. 

Motion:  Mr. Holdman made a motion to increase the annual license fee from $50.00 to $100.00 and add a $100.00 fee per deer imported into the state of Louisiana, with this regulation change to go in effect June 30, 2013.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Robertson.  Commissioner Strain said he would have to look further into the verbiage of the law to see how this change would be effected.  The board voted and motion passed.
PUBLIC COMMENT

Commissioner Strain stated that EEE and WNV are big issues.  The State of Louisiana does not have a statewide mosquito control.  He would like all veterinarians to stress the importance of vaccinating early in time to prevent the spread.  

Mr. Tom Ardoin inquired on the importance of a booster vaccination.  Commissioner Strain recommended vaccinating your foal at 3-4 months and then every 6 months thereafter.
Dr. James Cooper also commented on the subject of pigeon fever.
ADJOURNMENT

Motion:  Dr. Cooper made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

