
MINUTES OF MAY 20, 2025 REGULAR MEETING
Board of Commissioners of
Bayou D’Arbonne Lake Watershed District
Union Parish Courthouse Annex
303 East Water Street
Farmerville, LA  71241
6:30 p.m.

A. Roll Call – Terry Morris called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Commission members present were Terry Morris, Richard Royal, Steve Adams and Ken Myers. Todd DeMoss, Steve Cagle, and Chris Holtzclaw were absent. Bill Carter and Neal DeForest were also present.

B. Invocation/Pledge of Allegiance – Richard Royal led the invocation, and Steve Adams led the Pledge of Allegiance.

C. Public Comment Registration – No one signed up for public comment.  

D.	Agenda Approval – Motion was made by Richard Royal and seconded by Steve Adams to approve the Agenda. The motion passed unanimously.

E.	Approval of Minutes – Motion was made by Richard Royal and seconded by Steve Adams to approve the Minutes of March 2025 meeting. The motion passed unanimously.

F.	Financial Reports/Budget/Audit:
[bookmark: _Hlk510007408]
1. Approve March and April 2025 Bank Account Summary – Motion was made by Richard Royal and seconded by Steve Adams to approve the March and April 2025 Bank Account Summary. The motion passed unanimously.

1. [bookmark: _Hlk510007508]Approve March and April 2025 Bank Statement Reconciliation - Motion was made by Richard Royal and seconded by Steve Adams to approve the March and April 2025 Bank Statement Reconciliation. The motion passed unanimously.

2. Approve March and April 2025 Financial Report – Motion was made by Richard Royal and seconded by Ken Myers to approve the March and April 2025 Financial Report. The motion passed unanimously.

G.	Old and New Business:

1. Boat Launch Areas - General Maintenance / Improvements – Terry Morris said that the light at Hog Pen Landing will be up soon. 


2. Boat Launch Fees - Status - Richard Royal said that 2025/2026 permits have been distributed and for 2025, $16,853.42 has been collected in daily launch fees and permit sales.

3. Handicapped Fishing Pier – Gaynell Pepper with the Town of Farmerville said that she applied for and received grant funding to install a handicap fishing pier anywhere on the lake and asked the Commission members where they would like it installed. She indicated that the pier would be owned and maintained by the Town of Farmerville, but the members of the Commission could make the decision on the design of the pier and its location. Bill Carter said that in order to facilitate this, the Commission needs to enter into an Agreement with the Town. 

Motion was made by Richard Royal and seconded by Steve Adams to enter into an Agreement with the Town of Farmerville to and authorize the President to sign any necessary documents relative to the Agreement. The motion passed unanimously.

4. Fish Stocking Program – Mr. Morris introduced Ryan Daniel with the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries who was in attendance to speak about the results of the fish stocking and the lake report. All of Mr. Daniel’s report is detailed in G.5. below. 

After Mr. Daniel’s report below, Richard Royal said that there is $20,000.00 in the budget for fish stocking and approximately $10,000.00 has been pledged by local businesses. Terry Morris said that for 2025, Florida Bass will be stocked in the lake.


5. LDWF Lake Report – Ryan Daniel - Mr. Daniel said that the drawdown was very successful. A total of six creel surveys were performed with the fishermen at the Jake’s and Highway 2 boat ramps during the drawdown which gave an estimate of the fishing pressure. 38 boats were surveyed primarily in the months of November and December. Out of those 38 boats, 32 were crappie fishing and 6 were bass fishing. The bass fishermen caught an average of 5 bass per trip and kept an average of 3.7 fish per trip. Mr. Daniel presented a graph with the length distribution of the bass that were surveyed and indicated that no bass over 17 inches were kept. 

The crappie fishermen caught an average of 11.8 crappie per trip over the months of September to December with higher averages in December. Mr. Daniel pointed to the graph once again to highlight the length distribution of the crappie that were surveyed and indicated that no crappie over 14 inches were kept with most of the crappie averaging approximately 9 inches. 

Mr. Daniel said that this survey also helped to evaluate the impact of the new crappie regulations which showed that 36% of all crappie kept were over 12”. The highest number of crappie kept from one fisherman was 25. 13% of the fishermen had their limit of 7 crappie over 12 inches He said that in order for a fisherman to catch their limit, they would have to catch 28 total fish. He also surveyed the fishermen on their use of live scope to which 59% said yes, 34% said no, and 6% declined to answer.

Mr. Daniel also said the game wardens gathered data while on patrol on five different days. They surveyed 44 boats of which 28 boats were bass fishing, and 16 boats were crappie fishing. The average bass catch was 3 and the average crappie catch was 5.6. In conclusion Mr. Daniel stated that he found no negative impact on the fisheries from the drawdown.   

Mr. Daniel told the Commission that there was a planting project during the drawdown and passed out literature regarding such. He indicated that four types of terrestrial plants were planted at four different locations on the lake, (a) Japanese Millet, (b) Sorghum, (c) Rye, and (d) Buckwheat. The first evaluation was three weeks after planting on October 16, 2024, to which the Millet was producing well at 16”, the Sorghum was at 6”, there were dense areas of Rye, and the Buckwheat never germinated. There was another evaluation one month later and the Millet and Sorghum were both at an average of two feet with some of the Sorghum reaching three feet. He said this was a pilot project to determine if the LDWF would like to undertake a large-scale planting project. 

Mr. Daniel informed the Commissioners that an electrofishing survey was conducted in April. He said the fish were very good sizes and fish up to 22 inches were caught during that sample. He provided a graph showing the sizes of fish sampled. He also informed the Commissioners that the LDWF stocked 300,000 1-inch Florida Bass in April. There was brief discussion regarding the effect of the 2024 fish stocking program and potential genetic testing on the fish. Terry Morris asked Mr. Daniel for his recommendation on bass for the 2025 fish stocking. Mr. Daniel recommended full bred Florida Bass if the goal was the largest bass. 

Bill Carter asked Mr. Daniel his opinion about the drawdown and the effect on the bass and crappie population to which Mr. Daniel said that the fish populations and sizes are the best they’ve ever been. 

6. Resolution Allowing Guide Signs on State Highway Rights of Way for (a) Terral Island, (b) Gills Ferry, and (c) Hog Pen Boat Ramps – Neal DeForest said that guide signs for boat ramps on state routes are available and three of the ramps would benefit - Terral Island, Gills Ferry, and Hog Pen. He confirmed that an application for said guide signs has been submitted and a requirement for approval through resolution is required to submit with the application. 

Motion was made by Richard Royal and seconded by Steve Adams to adopt Resolution 2025-1 allowing the application for guide signs which are on State Highway Rights of Way for (a) Terral Island, (b) Gills Ferry, (c) Hog Pen, and (d) Spillway boat ramps. The motion passed unanimously.

7. Request to Use Ramp Road by Union Parish Chamber of Commerce for Independence Day Fireworks Display (July 5, 2025) - Richard Royal said that the July 4th fireworks show will be on Saturday, July 5, 2025, and the Union Parish Chamber of Commerce is requesting to close Ramp Road from midnight July 4, 2025, to midnight on July 5, 2025. A motion was made by Richard Royal and seconded by Steve Adams to close Ramp Road from midnight July 4, 2025, to midnight on July 5, 2025, and authorize the President of the Lake Commission to enter into an Agreement with the Union Parish Chamber of Commerce. The motion passed unanimously.


8. Reminders: (a) Louisiana Annual Ethics Training (Due December 31), and (b) Annual Financial Disclosure (Due May 15) – Richard Royal reminded everyone about the Ethics training and Financial Disclosure filing.  

H. Public Comment – No one signed up for public comment. 

I. Adjourn – A motion to adjourn was made by Richard Royal and seconded by Ken Myers. The motion passed unanimously, and the meeting adjourned.
__________________________________________________
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