
MINUTES OF MARCH 17, 2026 REGULAR MEETING
Board of Commissioners of
Bayou D’Arbonne Lake Watershed District
Union Parish Courthouse Annex
303 East Water Street
Farmerville, LA  71241
6:30 p.m.

A. Roll Call – Terry Morris called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Commission members present were Terry Morris, Richard Royal, Todd DeMoss, Ken Myers, and Steve Adams. Steve Cagle and Chris Holtzclaw were absent. Bill Carter was also present.

B. Invocation/Pledge of Allegiance – Richard Royal led the invocation, and Todd DeMoss led the Pledge of Allegiance.

C. Adopt Agenda – Motion was made by Richard Royal and seconded by Steve Adams to adopt the Agenda. The motion passed unanimously.

D. Public Comment Registration – No one signed up for public comment.  

E. Approval of Minutes – Motion was made by Richard Royal and seconded by Todd DeMoss to approve the Minutes of December 2025 meeting. The motion passed unanimously.

F.	Financial Reports/Budget/Audit:
[bookmark: _Hlk510007408]
1. Approve November and December 2025, and January and February 2026 Bank Account Summaries – Motion was made by Richard Royal and seconded by Todd DeMoss to approve the November and December 2025, and January and February 2026 Bank Account Summaries. The motion passed unanimously.

1. [bookmark: _Hlk510007508]Approve November and December 2025, and January and February 2026  Bank Statement Reconciliations - Motion was made by Richard Royal and seconded by Todd DeMoss to approve the November and December 2025, and January and February 2026 Bank Statement Reconciliations. The motion passed unanimously.

2. Approve November and December 2025, and January and February 2026  Financial Reports – Motion was made by Richard Royal and seconded by Todd DeMoss to approve the November and December 2025, and January and February 2026 Financial Reports. The motion passed unanimously.

3. Adopt 2025 Actual Budget – Motion was made by Richard Royal and seconded by Todd DeMoss to adopt the 2025 Actual Budget. The motion passed unanimously.

G.	Old and New Business:

1. LDWF Lake Report – Ryan Daniel – Mr. Daniel provided an annual update on the condition of the lake and the work being conducted, including fish sampling efforts, stocking programs, vegetation management, and overall observations regarding the health of the fishery.

He explained that electrofishing surveys conducted during the spring and fall were primarily used to assess the bass population. The most recent sampling showed one of the strongest bass populations recorded in many years, including a significant increase in larger bass over 15 inches. According to Mr. Daniel, bass abundance has steadily improved in recent years, and the latest surveys revealed a healthy number of quality-sized fish.

Mr. Daniel also discussed the terminology “largemouth bass complex,” which now includes Florida bass, northern largemouth bass, and hybrids between the two species. He noted that Florida bass are now considered a separate species rather than a subspecies, which led to the updated classification. Spotted bass are present in the lake as well, though they were not included in these survey results.

When reviewing the latest size distribution data, Mr. Daniel pointed out the strong presence of younger bass in the population, particularly fish in the seven to nine inch range. He stated this likely reflected a highly successful spawn, possibly aided by the previous lake drawdown. The drawdown exposed and hardened portions of the lake bottom, creating improved spawning habitat for bass, crappie, and bream.

During discussion about historical survey numbers, Mr. Daniel suggested that earlier periods of exceptionally strong sampling results may have been influenced by greater amounts of aquatic vegetation and shoreline grass. Increased vegetation likely improved fish survival and made bass easier to collect during electrofishing surveys because fish tend to congregate in shallow cover.

Mr. Daniel stated that the most recent bass sampling results looked very promising overall. He indicated that many of the smaller bass observed in the surveys should soon grow into catchable-sized fish and begin appearing more frequently in tournaments and anglers’ catches.

The conversation then shifted to crappie surveys conducted with trap nets. Mr. Daniel explained that although fewer crappie were collected during the latest sampling compared to previous years, the fish that were caught were noticeably larger than normal. He believed seasonal fish movement patterns likely affected the overall numbers collected, rather than indicating a decline in the crappie population.

Mr. Daniel emphasized that the size distribution of the crappie sample was very encouraging and reflected a healthy population structure. Mr. Daniel also explained that Darbonne benefits from having strong populations of both black crappie and white crappie and the balance between the two species contributes significantly to the quality and consistency of the lake’s crappie fishery, even though the dominant species may vary from year to year.

Mr. Daniel reported that approximately 300,000 Florida bass were stocked into the lake, with additional stockings provided through the Lake Commission bringing the total to more than 360,000 fish. He then introduced LDWF staff members who assist with fisheries and aquatic vegetation management efforts.

Additional discussion focused on recent tournament results, where anglers reported catching larger bass and crappie than they had seen in several years. Mr. Daniel stated that the survey data supported those observations and suggested that the lake currently contains larger fish than in recent history.

Mr. Daniel also provided an update on aquatic vegetation. He noted that beneficial shoreline vegetation, including water willow and American pondweed, had expanded throughout the lake and was providing excellent fish habitat. He also confirmed that hydrilla had reappeared in portions of the lake and stated that there were currently no plans to control it because it was serving as valuable fisheries habitat in areas lacking native submerged vegetation.

Mr. Daniel further reported that catches of multiple bass weighing over ten pounds had already been confirmed from the lake, which he described as extremely encouraging. Based on growth rates and historical survey data, Mr. Daniel suggested these trophy bass may have originated from a particularly strong year class produced after an earlier lake drawdown.

Mr. Daniel also announced that the lake’s management plan had recently been updated and posted on the Wildlife and Fisheries website. He encouraged anyone interested in the lake to review the plan for additional information about management activities and long-term goals.

Mr. Daniel explained that while no major fish sampling projects were scheduled for 2026, staff would continue conducting vegetation surveys and monitoring overall lake conditions. He also announced plans for a creel survey in 2027 focused on evaluating the current crappie regulations. During that survey, staff will collect measurements and weights from anglers’ catches and gather public feedback regarding the effectiveness of the regulations before determining whether any future adjustments are needed.

The meeting then transitioned to an update regarding aquatic vegetation management.  Kane Finkbeiner of LDWF explained that vegetation control efforts during the past year were relatively limited compared to many other lakes, with only one herbicide application required to address giant salvinia in certain areas. Overall, vegetation conditions were considered manageable, and winter weather had helped suppress further growth.

Mr. Finkbeiner also addressed public concerns surrounding herbicide applications, specifically regarding the use of diquat. He explained that the product is approved for aquatic use by the EPA, has undergone extensive testing, and is considered safe when properly applied. He further noted that the department has already shifted toward newer treatment methods and has not applied diquat in Lake Darbonne for several years.

Finally, Mr. Finkbeiner discussed broader aquatic vegetation management challenges across north Louisiana, including ongoing efforts to control giant salvinia and other invasive species in surrounding lakes and waterways.

2. Boat Launch Areas - General Maintenance / Improvements – No report at this time.  

3. Terral Island Ramp Fish Cleaning Station – Steve Adams said that he is waiting on Neal DeForest to check on a fish grinder and then he will get quotes on materials and labor. 

4. Request by Union Parish Chamber of Commerce to Use Ramp Road for Independence Day Fireworks Display - Richard Royal said that the July 4th fireworks show will be on Saturday, July 4, 2026, and the Union Parish Chamber of Commerce is requesting to close Ramp Road from midnight July 3, 2026, to midnight on July 4, 2026. A motion was made by Richard Royal and seconded by Steve Adams to close Ramp Road from midnight July 3, 2026, to midnight on July 4, 2026, and authorize the President of the Lake Commission to enter into an Agreement with the Union Parish Chamber of Commerce. The motion passed unanimously.

5. Request by Town of Farmerville to Place Signs at Boat Launces Promoting D’Arbonne Lake - Richard Royal explained that the Town of Farmerville had contacted the Lake Commission regarding efforts to enhance beautification and public education around the lake. He stated that the town would like to install and maintain signage at the boat launches and needs the Lake Commission’s permission to place them on the properties. Mr. Royal made a motion seconded by Steve Adams to approve the Town of Farmerville’s request to install promotional signs for Lake D’Arbonne at the boat launches. The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Royal clarified that the signs would be permanent-style metal signs with metal frames, similar to existing signage, and noted they would likely be replaced periodically as they became weathered or faded over time.

6. Mowing Contract – Terry Morris indicated that Felix Lawn Care has handled the mowing services for the past several years and has consistently done quality work. For the 2026 contract term, the proposed monthly rate increased by $120, resulting in an additional annual cost of $840 over the previous year’s agreement. The increase equates to approximately $60 per mowing across eight locations serviced twice each month.
Lake Commission members commented that the contractor has maintained the properties well and generated very few, if any, complaints regarding the condition of the grass. It was further noted that the mowing is consistently completed on time and the overall upkeep has been satisfactory.
Motion was made by Steve Adams and seconded by Mr. Richard Royal to renew the mowing contract at the adjusted rate. The motion passed unanimously.

7. Reminders: (a) Louisiana Annual Ethics Training (Due December 31), and (b) Annual Financial Disclosure (Due May 15) – Terry Morris reminded everyone about the Ethics training and Financial Disclosure filing.  

H. Public Comment – No one signed up for public comment. 

I. Adjourn – A motion to adjourn was made by Rischard Royal and seconded by Ken Myers. The motion passed unanimously, and the meeting adjourned.
_____________________________________________________
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