Minutes — Atchafalaya Basin Program (ABP)
Technical Advisory Group Meeting

June 24, 2015

Meeting was called to order at 9:50 AM by the appointed temporary Chair —
Brac Salyers

A Roll Call was conducted and showed the following members present and that
a quorum was present:

Glenn Constant, Bill Kelso, Tom Killeen, Dan Kroes, Charles Reulet, Brac Salyers
Sign-in sheet is attached to document other attendees.

A motion to approve the agenda was made by Dan Kroes, seconded by Glenn
Constant, and unanimously passed by voice vote of the members.

A motion to approve the minutes from the July 30, 2014 meeting was made by
David Walther, seconded by Dan Kroes and was unanimously passed by voice
vote of the members.

A legislative update was given by Don Haydel: HCR 5 to approve the FY2016
Annual Plan was approved unanimously by the legislature. HB2, which would
have provided funding for the program, allocated $0 for the Atchafalaya Basin
Program. Tom Killeen asked how that compares to previous years. Mr. Haydel
replied that the program has not received any funding since 2013 and that the
outlook for next year is not good.

Charles Reulet gave an update of ongoing projects: The current estimate for the
Grand Lake delta includes removal of approximately 16,000 cubic yards of
sediment. Two current spoil disposal options are 1) transporting the spoil to the
river ($2.2 milion) or 2) depositing the spoil on the Attakapas WMA ($1.9
million). The cost estimate for dredging Murphy Lake (120,000 cubic yards) is
$2.4 million. In response to a question by Dr. Kelso, Charles indicated a keyway



near the lake where the spoil would most likely be deposited. Dr. Kelso replied
that fish surveys have indicated that location to be highly productive, so it
would be a shame to fill it in. Charles thanked Dr. Kelso for the information and
said that it would be considered in the planning process. The cost estimate for
dredging Big Bayou Pigeon (63,000 cubic yards) is $3.8 million. The CEA for
Wilson’s Landing has been signed and is pending final review. A no-cost time
extension was completed for Veteran’s Park Phase V, but the project is near
completion. Landowner agreements are still being negotiated for E. Grand Lake.
Bayou Fourche was recently completed and included removal of approximately
6,000 cubic yards of material that was transported to a temporary disposal site
and is currently being moved out of the basin. Butte LaRose boat launch is still
pending land acquisition by St. Martin parish. ABP is contributing to the
Sherburne multi-purpose building. ABP is still touching up the Report of the
State of the Atchafalaya Basin Program. ABP has initiated a discussion with
CPRA on how to coordinate moving sediment from the basin to the coast.

Michael Somme gave a presentation on the engineering of the Orange Barrel
and 21” sediment traps. He indicated that flow in those channels was too high
for a sediment trap to be effective. David Walther asked if the channels were
used for access. Dan Kroes answered that Orange Barrel Canal in particular has a
lot of traffic, even in low water. A discussion followed about overall design of
sediment traps and a comparison to those in Buffalo Cove. Glenn Constant
suggested that we should take a step back from the objectives of controlling
sediment and maintaining access and focus on building a partnership with CPRA
to utilize basin sediment sources for coastal restoration. Dr. Kelso stated that
we should identify deep water habitat that we want to maintain and dredge it
and that DNR should get into the business of dredging. More discussion
followed about sediment trap design with Michael Somme stating that a variety
of approaches would be needed for the Orange Barrel and 21” locations and
that although we can’t stop sedimentation, we can slow it so that areas don’t
have to be dredged as often. Glenn Constant suggested that we coordinate with
CPRA to see what they can offer; for example, is it cost prohibitive to get
sediment from Schwing Chute? Charles Reulet said that in general, CPRA needs



sediment and doesn’t have it. Honora Buras with CPRA stated that big projects
would be more cost effective than small projects and added that CPRA needs
freshwater sediment for its freshwater ridge restoration projects. Gerald
Alexander suggested that the TAG should probably meet more often to
maintain these discussions. Glenn Constant said that with this new idea of big
picture coordination with CPRA, more meetings would be useful. David Walther
brought up the fact that mitigation can be a problem for dredging projects.
Charles Caillouet said that maintenance dredging has been a problem since the
Master Plan and that DNR needs to get into the dredging business and stay
there. Michael Somme said that some methods are more successful with a small
dredge such as those that utilize geotubes.

2017 Annual Plan Nomination: Heavy sediment entering Dog Leg canal. Brac
Salyers explained the problem of heavy sediment entering the Dog Leg canal
from the Atchafalaya River and making its way to Schwing Chute. Mike Kaller
then gave a presentation on the monitoring that LSU has done there since the
sediment trap was dredged by DNR in 2013. He showed that poor water quality
in the area influenced by Dog Leg canal is affected by flow through Orange
Barrel canal because of a hydraulic flow barrier. He also showed that overall,
both the sediment trap and canal have been filling in. Steve Roberts asked if
there were data from before the trap was dredged. Raynie Harlan replied that
there were measurements nearby but not in that specific location. David
Walther noted that the flow pattern is the same as it was in 1996. Brac Salyers
then showed recent pictures and videos of water rushing through Dog Leg canal
as well as the channel training breach that leads to Grand Lake. Glenn Constant
summed up what we have learned from LSU’s monitoring work: the rate of
filling and expected lifespan. He added that it would be helpful to see the Corps
monitoring report of their sediment traps for comparison. He suggested that
building a larger sediment trap would essentially allow for building of a larger
island on the coast and that we should be “connecting the dots” between the
basin and the coast. Considering projects as beneficial use instead of O & M
could make them more cost efficient. Don Haydel stated that the cost of the
Dog Leg Project was $30/cu. yd. and lasted 3 years. This equates to $10/cu.



yd./year in maintenance. In our current financial situation, the cost is not viable.
Don offered that the ABP would provide a cost/benefit analysis of maintaining
Dog Leg. Dan Kroes suggested that increasing the amount of sediment dredged
would decrease the cost per cubic yard because of mobilization costs. Kaller
offered to include an estimate of trap efficiency in his final report which is due
next January. Charles Reulet pointed out that it is important to find out what
the managers of the wildlife management area want. Brac Salyers said he would
find out and report back. Charles Caillouet suggested that sediment traps may
also provide deep water habitat. Mike Kaller replied that they typically do not,
because the water is too fast and bedload is moving. Steve Roberts said that it
would be interesting to find out if the Corps Buffalo Cove sediment trap
features 9-1 and 9-2 are acting as deep water habitat; the channels leading to
them capture more sediment than the traps themselves. The TAG declined to
make a recommendation on Dog Leg until more information (specifically the
cost-benefit analysis) is received.

Public comments were made by Dan Kroes who stated that the Amerada Hess
blockage should be examined for possible near-failure.

Old business: Jeff Varisco provided an update on the Buffalo Cove project: 95%
of the land agreements are complete. One parcel has an unknown owner, and
the Corps is moving toward condemnation for that parcel which affects element
14. Bids recently went out for the remaining features, but they came in too high,
and the project is being re-bid on July 7. Award of the projects is expected by
July 14. Element 10 (the log jam) is on a different time schedule and will be
constructed after the current elements (3, 12, 14, and 16) are constructed. All
elements should be completed by April 2016.

No new business was discussed.

A motion to adjourn was made by Dr. Kelso, seconded by Glenn Constant and
unanimously passed by a voice vote of the members.

The meeting adjourned at 12:15 pm.



Draft FY2017 Atchafalaya Basin Program (ABP)
Annual Basin Plan Timeline

June 1, 2015 — Project nomination deadline (one project nomination was received).

June 24, 2015 — TAG meeting to discuss project nomination for the 2017 Annual Plan
(determine the appropriate course of action for Dog Leg Canal) and to provide an update
on prioritized projects from the 2016 Annual Plan.

June 25, 2015 - R & P Board meeting to discuss 2017 Annual Plan (approve course of
action recommended by TAG for Dog Leg Canal) and to provide an update on prioritized

projects from the 2016 Annual Plan.

July 2015 (tentative) — Additional TAG and R & P Board meetings if needed to finalize
course of action on Dog Leg Canal.

September 2015 — R&P Board meeting to approve the draft 2017 Annual Plan for public
meetings.

October 2015 — Public meetings to present FY2017 Annual Basin Plan

October or November 2015 — R & P Board meeting to discuss comments and approve
Final Draft Plan to send to CPRA.

November 18, 2015 — Present Final Draft Annual Plan to CPRA
January 2016 — CPRA Approval

February 2016 — R & P Board Meeting to approve any changes to the Plan made by
CPRA.

February 15, 2016 — Submit FY 2017 Annual Plan to legislature.

March 14, 2016 — Legislative session begins.
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