            
      SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING
            of

LOUISIANA STATE BOARD OF HOME INSPECTORS
Friday, June 8 2012
9:00 AM
Office of the LSBHI
4664 Jamestown Ave., Suite 220, Baton Rouge
Board Members in Attendance:


District 1 –



District 4 – Vacant

District 2 – Roy E Burst III

District 5 – Michael Burroughs

District 3 – Cal Grevemberg

District 6 – Michael LeBas, P.E.






District 7 – Ceil Fuselier




 
 I
Those members being in attendance, Vice Chairman Roy Burst III called the meeting to order at 9:03 AM followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Mr. Burst updated the audience in regards to Mr. Foxe Smothers’ resignation as both Board Chairman and District 4 Representative. Mr. Smothers sent in a letter of resignation in early June. 

The Board reviewed the minutes from the both previous Quarterly Board Meeting and the Special Board meeting that was held May 29, 2012. Mr. Cal Grevemberg motioned to approve the minutes as written. Mr. Burroughs seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

II
C-11-025 Hussey v. Maxcy LHI#10349- The following alleged violations were under advisement pending further investigation: LA46XL.501.B.6 & 8; LA46XL309C.6&7.  The SIE reported that there were no violations and the complaint was dismissed.

C-12-002 Kelting v. Nolen LHI#10754- The Board dismissed this complaint due to lack of evidence.

C-12-004 LSBHI v. Hamilton- Mr. Hamilton was present and confirmed the he did perform home inspections without a license. Mr. Hamilton is an educator who teaches first time home buyers. Mr. LeBas asked Mr. Hamilton if he knew the LSBHI existed and his response was, “yes.” Mr. Hamilton thought he was exempt from the licensing laws because he was a licensed commercial contractor. Mr. Nicaud quoted the definition of a contractor which allows a licensed contractor to inspect a particular item in order to give a bid or price to perform a construction project. This does not give a licensed commercial contractor permission to inspect a home that is on the market for residential resale. 
Mr. Burroughs motioned to find Mr. Hamilton in violation of LA46XL.111. Mr. LeBas seconded the motion and the motion was carried. Mr. Burroughs motioned there be a $1000 fine per occurrence. The motion dies. Mr. LeBas motion that there be a $1000 one time fine for violating LA46XL.111. Mr. Grevemberg seconded the motion. The motion carries with a 4-1 vote. Mrs. Fuselier was not in favor.
C-12-005 LSBHI v. Grevemberg LHI#10060- The Board tabled this complaint pending further investigation. 

III
HUD discussion with Mr. Marc LeBlanc: Mr. LeBlanc’s wife, Amelia LeBlanc translates for the Mr. LeBlanc. Mr. LeBlanc addresses the Board by reading a letter that he gave the Board on the HUD issues. Mr. LeBlanc would like to see FHA inspectors be exempt from the requirements set forth by the Louisiana State Board of Home Inspectors licensing law. Mr. Burroughs stated that the rules in regards to a FHA inspector needing to carry a State Home Inspectors license is not a rule set forth by the LSBHI but rather HUD has made these requirements. After much discussion in regards to this issue the matter was dismissed.
IV

Review Education Applications:

Friedrich Gurtler (Continuing Education Provider)-  Mrs. Fuselier motioned to accept Mr. Gurtler. Mr. Burroughs seconded the motion and the motion was carried.

Pillar To Post Inc. (Pre-licensing classroom and online)- Mrs. Fuselier motioned to accept Pillar to Post. Mr. Burroughs seconded the motion and the motion was carried. 

V
Board members’ serving as expert witnesses- This agenda item was tabled.
VI 
Mr. Burroughs briefed the Board on the progress of the property assessments performed in Louisiana by Licensed Home Inspectors. The Board issued a cease and desists for failing to be in compliance with the LSBHI. Mr. Burroughs went over the details of the changes made by Fidelity. Once the Board has proof that they are in total compliance the Board will retract the cease and desist. The Board then discussed in depth more issues with the LHI having his/her license number on the report produced by the relocation company. Mr. Burroughs motioned that the Board send out a letter to all relocation companies stating that all inspections are required to be performed by a LHI; that the report provided to them must have the LHI’s name and license number on it; that they would not publish the LHI’s name or license number on the report they provided; and that a disclaimer for the LHI be put in their report regarding any changes, summaries or modifications made by the client or third parties. Mrs. Fuselier seconded the motion and the motion was carried.

VII

Mr. Norman Hall spoke to the Board in regards to his opinion on Home Inspectors voting for Board seats. Mr. Hall would like to see a law changed to allow home inspectors the ability to submit nominations for new Board members. Mr. Burroughs stated that any home inspector can submit an application to any nominating entity to be sent to the Governor as a nominee. 

Mr. Burroughs motioned that Mrs. Spinosa include information in the next newsletter to help educate home inspectors on the nominating process. Also, Mrs. Spinosa will add a link to the LSBHI website. This page would have direct links to all of the nominating entities home page. Mrs. Fuselier seconded and the motion was carried.
VIII

Mr. Hall addressed the Board in regards to the continuing education agenda topic that was on the December 14, 2011 agenda. Mr. Hall stated that he had an issue with the order in which things were done and stated that it was out of order and wanted a parliamentary ruling. Mr. Nicaud addressed Mr. Hall’s issues. Mr. Nicaud stated that the only changes that were made were a few typos and tweaks to the verbiage. He also stated that the Board has sent out notice of the proposed changes two to three times and all meetings were broadcast and open to the public. Everyone had a chance to comment to the changes many times. The Board sends out the Notice of Intent as a courtesy. All Notice of Intent’s are posted on the State Register’s website. The Board has no obligation to email these notices out.  The Board requested that the C.O.O. add a link on the LSBHI website to the State Registers website. 
Mr. Hall’s has an issue with the order in which things were done and feels some verbiage still needs to be tweaked. Mr. Nicaud stated that he would be able to tweak things as long as they do not change the substance of the changes. Mr. Hall and Mr. Nicaud will arrange a time to discuss the issues. 
IX

SIE Committee update: The SIE committee consists of Mr. Hardouin, Mr. Fritz Gurtler and Mr. Burst. Mr. Gurtler briefed the Board on what the committee has been working on. The SIE committee was set up to define the “Special Investigative Entity’s” full responsibilities and put together a general report for all SIE’s to use. The committee recommends that Board members not be SIE’s on complaints. The committee would like to see that no field inspections be performed. The committee will continue to work on specifics and give more details at the next Quarterly Board meeting. 
X

Review background check for a new trainee: The Board reviews the documents presented from the background check for Mr. David Allen Ruppert. After much discussion amongst the Board, Mr. Grevemberg motioned to allow Mr. Ruppert to move forward with the licensing process. Mr. Burroughs seconded the motion and the motion was carried with a 3-2 vote. Mr. LeBas and Mrs. Fuselier oppose the decision. 
XI

Election of new officers: Roy Burst, our current Vice Chairman moves to the roll as Chairman. Mr. Grevemberg was nominated as the new Vice Chairman. Nominations were closed. Mr. LeBas motioned to accept Mr. Grevemberg as the Vice Chairman. Mrs. Fuselier seconded motion and the motion was carried. 
XII

Budget update: Board C.O.O., Morgan Dampier briefed the Board on the fiscal year budget. 

Executive session 12:03 P. M.

Open session 12:35 P.M.

Meeting Adjourned 12:36 P.M.
Mr. Grevemberg motioned to adjourn, Mrs. Fuselier seconded and the motion was carried. 
Other attendees: Albert Nicaud, Board Attorney; Morgan Spinosa, COO; Charles N. Hall; Charles T. Hall; David Hartmann; Vic Gustafson; David Myers; Paul Dileo; Paul Brunet; Carl Heck; Michael Kendrick; Michael Turner; Alan Harris; Richard LaBat; Doug Frickey; Doug Frickey Jr.; Frankie LaPorte; Floyd Thorne; Ricardo Hamilton; Kenny Spinosa; Frtiz Gurtler; Shawn Gregg; Dan Dormady; Kary Stevens; Sidney Broussard; Joseph Maggio; Leon Sorbet; Alan Bridier; John Tusia; Charlie Carew; John Hoskins; Joe Cook; Roland LeBlanc; Dick Chance; Gordon Atwell; Chuck Perkins; Andrew Polmer; Jordan Roussel; Barry Landry; Mike Jordan; Sidney Chaisson 








Minutes recorded by: C.O.O. Spinosa
