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Louisiana State Arts Council:  
Meeting Minutes for Wednesday, February 21, 2024
Twin Steeples Creative Arts Center, Ponchatoula, LA
Members Present: Vice-Chair Gene Meneray, Sean Ardoin, Margie Camardelle, Connie Castille, Silas Cooper, Jonathan Foret, Dirk Guidry, Brook Hanemann, Kelsea McCrary, Henry Price, Claire Schultz, Ed “Tiger” Verdin, Richard Williams

Absent: Nydia Freedman, Darden Gladney, Brandon Lewis, Olivia Regard, Ron Rona,  Kristin Sanders (ex officio), 
LDOA/OCD Staff Present: Erica Anderson, April Baham, Carrie Broussard, Scott Finch, Susannah Johannsen, Maida Owen, Leea Russell, Alora Thompson, Francesca Vega

I. Call to Order and Welcome:
Meeting was called to order at 11:05 pm by Vice Chair Gene Meneray. 
II. Roll Call:
III. Welcome: 
Lelya Hekmatdoost, Executive Director, Twin Steeples Creative Arts Center
IV. Approval of Minutes:
Motion by Mrs. Camardelle to approve the October 5, 2023 minutes, seconded by Mrs. Hanemann. 

Discussion – none 

Motion carried, 13-0 

Abstain – 0

V. Vote to approve slate of new officers:
Motion by Mr. Williams to approve slate of officers, seconded by Mr. Ardoin.  
1. Chair:

Mr. Gene Meneray

2. Vice-Chair:
 
Mrs. Kelsea McCrary

3. Parliamentarian:
Mr. Sean Ardoin

4. Secretary:
 
Mr. Jonathan Foret 

Discussion – none 

Motion carried, 13-0 

Abstain – 0

VI. Reports:
Assistant Secretary Report given by Deputy Assistant Secretary, Carrie Broussard. Ms. Broussard reported that the Division of Administration presented a preliminary stable budget with no changes to OCD.  This could change during the course of Session, but is not expected.  The Special Session on Crime Prevention is currently underway at the capital and there is a call to amend or repeal Act 354 of 2023 Regular Session.  Act 354 clarified that “creative or artistic expression is not admissible in a criminal case to prove character of a person in order to show that he acted in conformity therewith, ... The new law further provides that evidence of creative or artistic expression may be admissible for other purposes, such as proof of motive, opportunity, intent, preparation, plan, knowledge, identity, or absence of mistake or accident, ...” Ms. Broussard stated, that as of this morning, there were no bills filled regarding Act 354. This special session will conclude March 6th.  Ms. Broussard noted that 2024 has been declared the Year of Music by the Lt. Governor and the Office of Tourism.  Next year, 2025 will be the Year of Culinary Arts.  
Executive Director Report by Susannah Johannsen.  Mrs. Johannsen reported on the recent changes to several of the Regional Arts Council’s leadership positions.  She reminded the Council members of the upcoming advocacy workshop with Claire Rice and asked that everyone sign up to be a member of Louisiana Partnership for the Arts.  Mrs. Johannsen mentioned that she hopes to have the draft Strategic Plan in the next couple of weeks and will be setting up meetings with the staff and the Board to review the draft document.  Mrs. Johannsen discussed the board meetings for the remainder of the calendar year.  The next meeting will be April 9th and 10th in Shreveport during Art Break.  Mr. Henry Price also added some information to the conversation about what Art Break is and what it means to the students of Caddo Parish.  The July meeting will be in Westwego at the Jefferson Performing Arts Society.  Further discussion will be needed to determine if there is interest in adding a November meeting in order to attend the Three Rivers Arts Festival in Covington.  Lastly, Mrs. Johannsen directed the members to look at the South Arts Member Statements.  This gives an overview of the grants and opportunities available to Louisiana artists from South Arts.  Many of the artists are from the New Orleans area and Johannsen has been in discussion with Joy Young, Director of Programs, about having a workshop to educate Louisiana artists about what South Arts is and what grant opportunities they offer.  
NASAA Report by Chair Gene Meneray.  Mr. Meneray reported that the next Assembly will be in Puerto Rico in October.  He requested that board members get familiar with NASAA and help support the organization.  Last year there were only two donors from Louisiana for their annual campaign.  Mr. Meneray shared a list of per capita spending by state.  He also gave a brief overview of the legislation tracking that NASAA provides and perhaps we could copy legislation from other states that would be beneficial to Louisiana artists and arts organizations.  
Louisiana Partnership for the Arts Report by Kelsea McCrary. Mrs. McCrary expanded on the advocacy workshop next week and added that there was a PDF of a Happy Hour invitation that the Board could share with their local legislators.  She also mentioned that each RAC is helping to share the costs of the workshop and that each RAC got five (5) open seats to invite individuals interested in arts advocacy. Mrs. McCrary mentioned that Arts Day at the Capital will be April 18th and that Renee Chatelain, current LPA Board Chair is working on developing an Arts Caucus within the legislature.  If anyone knows a legislator that should be in the Arts Caucus to let her know.  Lastly be sure to follow the LPA Instagram account.  They are currently running “Meet the Board” posts.   
Louisiana Division of the Arts staff provided programmatic updates for Folklife, Arts Education and Accessibility, Percent for the Arts, Cultural Districts, and Grants.
VII. Public Comment
Several LSAC members shared events and opportunities occurring in their regions.  Ms. Broussard added that the National Trust for Historic Preservation Conference will be in New Orleans in October for the 75th year anniversary.   

VIII. Meeting Adjournment
Mr. Price motioned to adjourn the meeting, Mr. Ardoin seconded.  Motion carried 13-0.  Meeting adjourned at 12:58 pm.  
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