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Louisiana State Arts Council:  
Meeting Minutes for Thursday, October 5, 2023
Cary Saurage Community Arts Center, Baton Rouge (Arts Summit)
Members Present: Vice-Chair Gene Meneray, Sean Ardoin, Margie Camardelle, Connie Castille, Jonathan Foret, Nydia Freedman (arrived after approval of minutes), Darden Gladney, Brook Hanemann, Brandon Lewis, Kelsea McCrary, Henry Price, Ron Rona,  Claire Schultz, Ed “Tiger” Verdin, 

Absent: Silas Cooper, Dirk Guidry, Mary Lee, Olivia Regard, Kristin Sanders (ex officio), Richard Williams
LDOA/OCD Staff Present: Erica Anderson, April Baham, Carrie Broussard, Scott Finch, Susannah Johannsen, Maida Owen, Leea Russell, Alora Thompson, Francesca Vega


I. Call to Order and Welcome:
Meeting was called to order at 1:37 pm by Vice Chair Gene Meneray. 
II. Pledge of Allegiance:
III. Roll Call:
IV. Welcome: 
Renee Chatelain, Executive Director, Arts Council of Greater Baton Rouge
V. Approval of Minutes:
Motion by Mrs. Hanemann to approve the July 18, 2023 minutes, seconded by Mrs. Camardelle. 

Discussion – none 

Motion carried, 13-0 

Abstain – 0

VI. Selection of Nominating Committee members:
Motion by Mrs. Hanemann to approve Mr. Jonathan Foret, Mrs. Kelsea McCrary and Mr. Tiger Verdin for the Nominating Committee, seconded by Mr. Ardoin. 

Discussion – none 

Motion carried, 14-0 

Abstain – 0

VII. Reports:
Executive Director Report by Susannah Johannsen.  Mrs. Johannsen reported that following this meeting, there will be a meeting with LSAC members and the LDOA consultant, Melissa Thompson for a discussion about the strategic plan.  She encouraged all members to attend additional strategic plan meetings in their areas.  She shared the dates and locations for the next meetings.  Mrs. Johannsen also mentioned that some council members had completed all three training courses required annually.  As members complete the courses, please send copies of the certificates to Mrs. Johannsen.  The next meeting will be January 16, 2024 in Ponchatoula at Twin Steeples.    
NASAA Report by Vice Chair Gene Meneray.  Mr. Meneray encouraged all LSAC members to pay attention to the Federal budget conversations. The NASAA lobbyist, Isaac Brown reported that, proceeding the ousting of House Speaker Kevin McCarthy, Brown was relatively confident of Congress keeping the NEA budget at 2023 levels.  Following the ouster of McCarthy, things became much more unclear, and that, as the NEA match is a major portion of the budget of the Division of the Arts, it is worth our time to follow the next steps, and for anyone with congressional relationships to communicate how a cut to the NEA is a cut to Louisiana.

Louisiana Partnership for the Arts Report by Brook Hanemann. Mrs. Hanemann reported the board is currently working to nominate additional board members, so that each of the nine Regions in the state had three representatives. The new Louisiana arts license plate design was still in the works and will need a slight revision to meet the requirements of LDOTD.  Mrs. Hanemann mentioned there was a sign up page on the LPA website for those interested in a license tag.  

Louisiana Division of the Arts staff provided programmatic updates for Cultural Districts and Grants.
VIII. Public Comment
None 

IX.  Meeting Adjournment
Mr. Verdin motioned to adjourn the meeting, Mr. Price seconded.  Motion carried 14-0.  Meeting adjourned at 2:28 pm.  
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