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Louisiana State Arts Council Meeting

Thursday, October 10, 2024 – 1:30 pm

LaSalle Building – LaBelle Room: 1st floor
617 N 3rd Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
Members Present: Gene Menery, Silas Cooper, Jonathan Foret, Kelsea McCrary, Claire Schultz, Ed “Tiger” Verdin, Richard Williams, Olivia Regard, Nydia Freedman, Ron Rona, Brandon Lewis
Members Absent: Sean Ardoin, Brook Hanemann, Margie Carmardelle, Dirk Guidry
LDOA/OCD Staff Present: April Baham, Erica Bergeron, Scott Finch, Maida Owens, Leea Russell, Francesca Vega, Justin Lemoine, Carrie Broussard

I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Gene Meneray at 1:40 pm 
II. Roll Call




III. Welcome
Jonathan Grimes, President/CEO of the Arts Council of Greater Baton Rouge, welcomed LSAC members to the meeting and the 2024 Louisiana Arts Summit
IV. Approval of July 2024 Minutes
Motion to approve by Mr. Verdin, seconded by Mr. Williams.

Discussion – none

Motion carried. all


V. Business

Strategic Plan Adoption

Ms. Broussard presents a brief overview of the LDOA strategic plan.  Ms. Schultz comments that some key groups (educators) may have been left out of the constituent engagement portion of the planning process.  Mr. Foret asked if the staff was comfortable with the current direction of the plan.  Staff members Russell and Bergeron both referenced creating an actionable internal document as the goal and could fill in some of the gaps, while keeping the strategic direction.  

A motion to adopt the strategic plan was made by Mr. Cooper and seconded by Mr. Verdin.  The motion carried.  all

Special Recognition – Gwen Richard

Staff members Carrie Broussard, Erica Bergeron, and Francesca Vega honored Gwen Richard for her decades of service to arts in Louisiana as the Community Development Director for the Acadiana Center for the Arts.  Gwen was presented with a proclamation from the Lt. Governor, a card, and floral arrangement. 

VI. Reports

Interim Assistant Secretary Report

Ms. Broussard announced that Susannah Johannsen is no longer employed as Executive Director of LDOA and the Executive Committee is conducting interviews and will make a recommendation to the Lt. Governor for the next Executive Director.

Interim Deputy Assistant Secretary Report
Mr. Lemoine reported that he is working on submitting LDOA’s partnership application to the NEA and attending a South Arts Board meeting in late October 2024.  
National Assembly of State Arts Agencies


Mr. Meneray reported that NASAA’s convening is in Puerto Rico.  Mr. Meneray, Ms. Hanemann, and staff members Russell, Vega, Baham, and Owens will also attend.
Louisiana Partnership for the Arts 



Mr. Verdin explained that the license plate is held up at the Department of Motor Vehicles.  He also discussed the movement on creating an Arts Caucus within the LA Legislature.
Staff Updates
See attached documents from each LDOA program
VII. Call for Public Comment





Mr. Meneray opened the floor for public comment.  Several citizens from the Acadiana region identified themselves as attending to show support for Gwen Richard.
VIII. Call for Adjournment
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made at 3:10 pm by Mr. Williams and seconded by Mr. Verdin.  The motion carried.  all
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