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Louisiana State Arts Council:  
Meeting Minutes for Tuesday, July 16, 2024
Jefferson Performing Arts Society, Westwego, LA
Members Present: Chair-elect Gene Meneray, Sean Ardoin, Margie Camardelle, Silas Cooper, Jonathan Foret, Dirk Guidry, Brook Hanemann, Brandon Lewis, Kelsea McCrary, Ron Rona, Kristin Sanders (ex officio), Claire Schultz, Ed “Tiger” Verdin, 

Absent: Nydia Freedman, Olivia Regard, Richard Williams
LDOA/OCD Staff Present: Erica Anderson, April Baham, Carrie Broussard, Scott Finch, Susannah Johannsen, Francesca Vega

I. Call to Order and Welcome:
Meeting was called to order at 11:10 pm by Chair-elect Gene Meneray. 
II. Roll Call:
III. Welcome: 
Dennis Assaf Founder /Artistic Director and Rob DeViney, Executive Director, Jefferson Performing Arts Society
IV. Approval of Minutes:
Motion by Mr. Ardoin to approve the February 21, 2024 minutes, seconded by Mr. Verdin. 

Discussion – none 

Motion carried, 13-0 

Abstain – 0

V. Vote to approve General Operating Support grants for the Development Tier:
Motion by Mr. Verdin to approve slate of grantees, seconded by Mrs. Hanemann.  
Recusals – none 

Discussion – none 

Motion carried, 13-0 

Abstain – 0
VI. Vote to approve General Operating Support grants for the Entry Tier:
Motion by Mr. Foret to approve slate of grantees, seconded by Mrs. Camardelle.  
Recusals – Mr. Guidry, Mr. Verdin
Discussion – none 

Motion carried, 11-0 

Abstain – 0
VII. Vote to approve General Operating Support grants for the Advancement Tier:
Motion by Mrs. McCrary to approve slate of grantees, seconded by Mr. Verdin.  
Recusals – Mr. Foret, Mrs. Hanemann, Mr. Rona, Mr. Meneray 
Discussion – none 

Motion carried, 9-0 

Abstain – 0
VIII. Vote to approve General Operating Support grants for the Institutional Tier:
Motion by Mr. Foret to approve slate of grantees, seconded by Mr. Ardoin.  
Recusals – Mr. Cooper 

Discussion – none 

Motion carried, 12-0 

Abstain – 0
IX. Vote to approve General Operating Support (GOS) and Louisiana Project Grants (LPG) for the nine Regional Arts Councils (RACs):
Motion by Mr. Verdin to approve slate of grantees, seconded by Mrs. Camardelle.  
Recusals – none 

Discussion – none 

Motion carried, 13-0 

Abstain – 0
X. Reports:
Assistant Secretary Report by Kristin Sanders. Mrs. Sanders reported during the last session a bill was passed to reestablish the Music Commission under the Lt. Governor.  Work has begun to create a Music Hall of Fame within the Jazz Museum.  Mrs. Sanders reported that although the current budget is at a stand still next year the Legislature is facing a fiscal cliff with a sales tax set to expire.   Mrs. Sanders also mentioned in August several members from OCD will be going up to Nova Scotia for a 5 Year Acadiana reunion which will include a festival, expo, and many other events.  The National Trust for Historic Preservation Conference will be in New Orleans in October for the 75th year anniversary.   

Executive Director Report by Susannah Johannsen.  Mrs. Johannsen reported the final version of the Strategic Plan will be emailed out to the Board.  There are three documents, an internal document, a shorter external document, and an appendix.  The Board will vote at the October meeting to accept the new Strategic Plan.  One of the recommendations in the plan is to hire a communications/outreach person to assist the LDOA.  Mrs. Johannsen stated that she has already started working on a job description for that position.  Mrs. Johannsen also mentioned that the Attorney General is offering training classes for state boards and commissions if anyone is interested.  The classes are free.  The next Board meeting will be in Baton Rouge during the Arts Summit in October.  
NASAA Report by Chair Gene Meneray.  Mr. Meneray reported that the next Assembly will be in Puerto Rico in October.  He mentioned that NASAA has just release a document to assist state agencies to build better and stronger relationships with Native tribes, and artists.  It is called: Strengthening State Arts Agency Relationships with Native Communities.
Louisiana Partnership for the Arts Report by Kelsea McCrary. Mrs. McCrary introduced Mr. Tiger Verdin as the new Executive Director for LPA.  She mentioned that the “Arts” license plate will be ready in approximately 6-8 weeks.  It is going through the final testing phase right now.  Mr. Verdin added the license plates are $60, $10 goes directly to LPA.  So far there are 263 plates reserved and LPA will raffle off some of the lower numbers first.        
XI. Public Comment
Several LSAC members shared events and opportunities occurring in their regions and projects they are personally working on.  
XII. Meeting Adjournment
Mr. Ardoin motioned to adjourn the meeting, Mrs. Hanemann seconded.  Motion carried 13-0.  Meeting adjourned at 12:28 pm.  
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