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The Louisiana Archaeological Survey and Antiquities Commission met on Tuesday, September 10, 2013, at 1:30 p.m. in the Capitol Annex Building, 1051 North Third Street, Conference Room 400, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  

Members Present:
Dr. David Kelley

Dr. Chip McGimsey

Mr. Ray Berthelot
Dr. George Riser

Dr. Ryan Gray

Mr. Ed Britton

Dr. Jack Irion

Dr. Heather McKillop

Members Absent:


Dr. Mark Rees

Mr. Mike Tarpley

Ms. Missy Graves

Others Present:


Ms. Nancy Hawkins

Ms. Billie Jones

Mr. Jeff Girard
Ms. Ashley Franklin
Mr. Joel Zovar

Ms. Shelli Brou

Ms. Jessica Dixon

Ms. Rachel Watson

Welcome & Introductions

Dr. Heather McKillop called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.  

Everyone at the meeting introduced themselves.

Dr. McKillop announced that there is now officially a PhD in Geography and Anthropology at Louisiana State University.  Students can have a concentration in geography or in anthropology, and was approved in April 2013.  The department also received two additional PhD assistantships as part of this decision. Dr. McKillop also noted that one-third of the PhD students currently in the department had selected the anthropology concentration.
Dr. McKillop also recognized Ms. Nancy Hawkins and Ms. Kass Byrd for their efforts over the years to support the Regional Archaeology Program.  She noted the loss of this very successful program, with the exception of Mr. Jeff Girard who is continuing as the Northwest Regional Archaeologist.

The first order of business was the approval of the minutes from the Commission Meeting held June 25, 2013.  
MOTION:  A motion was made by Mr. Ray Berthelot and seconded by Dr. David Kelley to accept the minutes of the June 25, 2013, Antiquities Commission Meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.

Old Business

Division of Archaeology Staff / Budget Update
 Dr. McGimsey reported the good news was that the budget is unchanged from the previous year’s budget in terms of both state funding and federal funding.
Dr. McGimsey discussed recent staff changes at the Division of Archaeology.  There have been two significant departures from the Division as Ms. Cheraki Williams resigned as Site File Manager, and Ms. Sherry Wagener resigned as Collections Manager.  Ms. Williams is now working down the street at FEMA, and the Division hopes to announce her replacement within the next couple of days if all goes well.  Ms. Wagener is now working at Fort Polk, and the Division will be advertising for that position shortly.  In the meantime, Ms. Watson and Dr. McGimsey are sharing the site file responsibilities and Dr. McGimsey has assumed the duties of collection manager.  
Dr. McGimsey also noted that Ms. Shelli Brou and Ms. Ashley Franklin, both LSU students, are working for the Division during the 2013/2014 school year assisting with organization and quality control of various records.  Dr. McGimsey also introduced Mr. Joel Zovar who is working on a grant to develop a website on Louisiana archaeology.  Mr. Zovar is drafting webpages and waiting for new software to become available before beginning to build the initial pages.  Dr. McKillop asked what software was being used, and Dr. McGimsey replied that it is a program called “Percussion”.

Dr. McGimsey also noted that the Division anticipates filling a temporary 9-month position very shortly to assist with various GIS-related tasks.  This will include backlogged site forms and surveyed areas, as well as compiling coverages on underwater anomalies and cemeteries across the state.

Dr. McKillop asked if there had been many requests for assistance from the southeastern and southwestern areas of the state that would have been handled by the regional archaeologists.  Dr. McGimsey noted there had been a few requests, perhaps nine or ten, but suggested that many folks simply don’t know to call the Division.  He also noted that Jim Fogelman, former Commission member, has offered to undertake some site visits and is currently planning to document a cemetery near Jeanerette in the near future.  But in most instances, the Division has to tell folks that opportunities to assist are very limited.  Dr. McKillop noted that there had been discussion of this issue during the previous Commission meeting, and whether the Division had been able to develop any means to address these requests.  Dr. McGimsey stated that the workload simply doesn’t permit opportunities to make field visits to assist interested individuals with questions about sites or archaeology.  He suggested that perhaps when all the new staff are on board and the Poverty Point World Heritage Nomination has settled down, perhaps some staff will have time to undertake these efforts, but it is not possible at this time.  Dr. McKillop asked if any other Commission members had ideas.  Dr. Riser noted that it was “absolutely essential that we get the Regional Archaeology program back”, and in the long term we need to work to get it back.  Dr. Jack Irion noted the importance of lobbying the state legislature on this topic.  Dr. McGimsey noted that the Office of Cultural Development has been working to create the Preservation Advocacy Council to do just that, advocate and lobby for cultural programs, including archaeology.  The Council would include all of the historic preservation organizations around the state, including the Louisiana Archaeological society.  There was a limited lobbying effort last legislative session, but the goal is to develop a fund-raising arm of the Council that could raise funds to hire a lobbyist to work specifically on behalf of cultural programs.  Dr. McGimsey did note that the Division of Administration is for the first time in five years is allowing agencies to ask for new staff positions and new funding.  There is no guarantee of getting any of these requests, but it may suggest that the funding situation in the State is finally stabilized and will hopefully begin to improve in future years.
Dr. McKillop asked Mr. Jeff Girard if he had thought about the situation.  He replied that one idea would be to try and beef up the Louisiana Archaeological society and use more avocational archaeologist for site visits.  But he noted that the Society is not very strong at the moment either.  They have been struggling to revise the northwest chapter for several years.  One difficulty is finding speakers to come talk to interested groups – there are just not many archaeologists around doing fieldwork that can make a presentation to groups.  He suggested that at the moment there are not sufficient qualified Society members to develop a stewardship program like Texas operates.

Dr. McKillop asked Ms. Nancy Hawkins for her thoughts.  Ms. Hawkins noted the long-term goal is the restoration of state funds for the regional program, and that is the only option for reestablishing the program.  In the short run, there is increasing demand for speakers.  She noted two short-term solutions that she is working toward, including lobbying contract or academic archaeologists to undertake site visits or public presentations if the request is feasible with their schedule and location.  A second solution is to ask graduate students in archaeology if they would be willing to give presentations to school groups.  She is hoping to form a series of partnerships that enable Louisiana archaeology to continue to move forward.  Dr. McKillop noted that the department does get a number of requests for speakers, and some students do take advantage of this opportunity to gain outreach experience.  Dr. McKillop and Dr. Rebecca Saunders also occasionally give presentations as well.  Dr. Irion asked how often the Division gets calls from people asking for assistance.  Dr. McGimsey replied he had been logging calls and had received nine-ten since July first, but noted that many people will not know to call the Division.  He also noted that he did not know if Dr. Mark Rees at UL-Lafayette had gotten any calls.  Dr. Irion asked about storm-water discharge permits and those are handled through the Division’s 106 review process.  Dr. McKillop noted the importance of the internet now and in the future and the development of the Division’s footprint on the web is important.
Poverty Point World Heritage Nomination Update
 Ms. Nancy Hawkins noted that the last Commission meeting was at the same time as the 2013 World Heritage Committee meeting.  Louisiana’s only contribution to this year’s meeting was the preparation of brochure introducing committee members to the Poverty Point site and to build interest in the site and nomination.  Copies of the bilingual brochure were made available to each Commission member.  Next year’s annual meeting is scheduled to be held in Qatar.
The next step in the World Heritage process is for the international evaluator from ICOMOS to come visit the site and verify the nomination application on the ground.  The evaluator will have questions developed from the desktop review of the nomination by ICOMOS staff as well as questions that the evaluator has developed from their review of the nomination.  The evaluator will meet with stakeholders such as local interests, Native American Tribes, etc.  Dr. McGimsey and Dr. Riser will be representing the Antiquities Commission.  The evaluator’s visit will be this coming weekend.
Dr. McKillop asked whether the US had paid its UNESCO dues for this year.  Ms. Hawkins noted that the US is in arrears for its UNESCO dues but that the Senate Appropriations Committee had approved a budget amendment to enable the US to pay its World Heritage dues this fiscal year.  She also noted the Pam Breaux, the SHPO, is working with Rep. Rodney Alexander to introduce similar legislation on the House side.  Rep. Alexander will only be in the House for another couple of months so time is of the essence.  Dr. McKillop asked if on the international front these efforts would be taken as a show of good faith by the US for the World Heritage process.  Ms. Hawkins replied that it certainly would be helpful if it were taken that way.  Dr. Riser noted that the help that staff at the Department of CRT have provided towards promoting the World Heritage nomination of Poverty Point has been very helpful.  Dr. McKillop seconded this statement, and suggested that in the future the Commission might want to send a formal letter to various individuals thanking them for their support.  Dr. Riser also noted the formation of the Advocates for Poverty Point and their active support for the site and the nomination.
New Business

Archaeology Month 2013
Ms. Nancy Hawkins noted that it was a challenge for this year’s event due to the absence of the Regional Archaeologists.  In cooperation with the Louisiana Archaeological Survey executive board, the decision was made to continue the program one more year and use this time as a means to explore different options for the event.  The poster will feature Poverty Point and its nomination by the US as a world heritage site.  She noted that the Office of State Parks already has a number of events scheduled that fit into the Archaeology Month theme and these have been added to the event calendar.  Mr. Girard has organized a few events in northwestern Louisiana, Mr. Ed Lyons in interested in organizing some events in New Orleans, and Dr. Ryan Gray will be doing some programs in New Orleans with the National Park Service in October.  Ms. Hawkins noted the online submission process for events and the calendar will be published on the website, as well as inserted in the next issue of the Louisiana Archaeological Society newsletter.  Ms. Hawkins also noted that the Archaeological Institute of America hosts an Archaeology Day in October and the Division will be cross-promoting with that organization as well.  As in past years, the Kisatchie National Forest is doing a cost-share with the Division to support design and production of the poster.   Dr. McKillop noted that she had been contacted by the Archaeological Institute of America.  Ms. Hawkins noted that the AIA was interested in having events in Louisiana, but there was an online process for providing data on each event that required someone to track and input that information.  Ms. Rachel Watson noted that the Louisiana Archaeological Society will push Archaeology Month events on its Facebook page.

Update - Northwest Regional Archaeologist.
Mr. Jeff Girard discussed recent activities in far northwestern Louisiana on Caddo archaeology in the Red River floodplain and how things have changed over time.  The early Caddo period (900-1200 AD) has few sites in the floodplain but there is one large mound group – Mounds Plantation (16CD12).  It has seven mounds around a plaza with at least three more mounds on the periphery.
 It appears the population was aggregated at the mound site.  After 1200 AD, there is little evidence of occupation at this site, but across the Red River along Willow Chute Bayou there is a scattering of settlements numbering nearly 100 sites.  The pattern reflects the dispersion into a diffuse settlement pattern rather than nucleated villages.  This is how the Caddo settlements were seen by the early European explorers.

At Mound’s Plantation, Mound 5 was dug in the 1960s; it was a large burial mound.  Mr. Girard is primarily interested in discovering where the primary occupation areas are located.  One question is whether the apparent absence of early Caddo sites across the landscape simply reflects where people have looked to date.  He has focused his research on exploring other areas similar to Willow Chute, and in particular has been looking along Red Bayou, another meandering stream in an old meander channel.  What he is finding however, are primarily middle Caddo occupations in these areas, and it appears very similar to the Willow Chute settlement pattern.

At the Mounds Plantation site, Mr. Girard has done some test excavations around Mounds 2 and 6.  The early Caddo surface is buried both by historic slopewash and by Red River flood deposits.  The pottery from these early deposits look mostly like Coles Creek type pottery and probably locally made; this is the kind of ceramics that are being made in the period 900-1050 AD at this site.  These early middens are buried underneath the mounds, while the radiocarbon dates from the mounds themselves tend to date to the middle Caddo period.  Mr. Girard suggests that the habitation layers predate the mound and plaza complex.  If the mounds and plaza are later in time, where were the builders of the mounds living.  He has been looking at the north end of the site with some limited test excavations; a modest amount of artifacts and a posthole have been found in this area.  Mr. Girard anticipates that this habitation area will date to the middle Caddo period and will represent the habitation area for the mounds.

The Fish Creek site (16GR17) lies on a tributary of Little River.  The Louisiana Archaeological Society did a small field project here sometime in the past but no records have been found for this project.  The site sits on a Pleistocene terrace remnant, and most of the site lies in a state wildlife management area.  Mr. Girard has mapped the site and excavated a series of shovel-tests.  The investigations have recovered a lot of flakes.  He has also cored most of the mounds into the submound deposits.  Although he did recover some Tchefuncte sherds from submound deposits, most of the sherds from the site are Coles Creek in age.
The Wiley Mounds (16CT9) is located along Larto Lake.  Earlier in the year, the dam at the lake broke and the lake drained, making the site accessible.  The exposed shoreline at the site was littered with sherds, and a substantial surface collection was made.  Most of the materials appear to be Troyville, with some early Coles Creek and some Marksville materials also present.

Update – Madame John’s Project
Dr. Gray reported that they had just finished the fieldwork last week thus his discussion is preliminary.  They were anticipating that the archaeological investigation would be rather uninteresting, but end up gathering some interesting new data about the house and property.  Madame John’s is a State Museum property in the French Quarter, and one of the oldest extant buildings in the quarter.  The best information is that the current building was constructed immediately after the 1788 fire that destroyed much of the city at that time.
Dr. Gray’s project was in concert with a project by Tulane University to study the deteriorating bricks in the downstairs and foundations of the building.  The bricks are decomposing due to groundwater absorption along with salts in the water.   The excavations were aimed at examining the sub-surface conditions of the bricks in the foundations.

Three test units were opened.  One unit was placed along the interior back wall of the building in an area where some duct work was installed in the 1970-1980s and may be contributing to the groundwater problem.  Another unit was placed along the interior front wall of the building.  A smaller third unit was planned for an interior room away from the walls for comparison; this unit has not been excavated as the room is being used for an ongoing filing project and access was not possible.  It was anticipated a slab would lie below the 1990s modern floor and that it would be necessary to bust though that slab in order to access the ground underneath.  In the rear unit they found a 4-5 inch thick slab below the floor and had difficulty getting through it, although this was good information for the conservation study.  Beneath the slab is a thick layer of sand, and the entire mid to late 19th century midden had been scraped away during the floor reconstruction in the 1990s in order to level the floor.  Below the disturbed area is an early 19th century midden.  Once excavation began, they found the early 19th century surface, below that was the floor from the 1789 building, and then a 20 cm thick lense of burnt ceramics, and then a layer representing the 1788 fire.  The fire level and burnt material above includes Spanish olive jar fragments, creamware, a single French 9 denier coin (dated 1722), and other materials representing items from the burnt and collapsed structure.  There was some discussion of the distribution of this specific French coin in Louisiana archaeological deposits.  Beneath these deposits, they encountered some possible 1720s age materials that would represent the initial lot development, including a wooden plank, crushed brick surface, and possible wooden posts.  Artifacts included British colonial ceramics and wild fauna.
In the front test unit, found some similar deposits, beginning with early 19th century deposits.  Underlying that is a level of debris from the building collapse over the actual fire debris level.  Below those strata is a possible post and palmetto structure that does not appear to align to the street grid (similar to those found at St. Antoine’s garden).  Only a few artifacts were recovered and all date to the early 18th century.  Beneath this was a French colonial level with some red-filmed Native American ceramics.

Dr. Gray is still working through the materials and flotation samples.  He was careful to collect everything, particularly in the oldest deposits to be sure and retain all ceramics that could be confused with brick fragments.  Dr. Riser asked what results there were from the original question concerning conservation of the building bricks.  Dr. Gray noted that one problem appears to be the 1990s conservation effort putting the slab under the floor that seems to be forcing water onto the walls.
2013 Offshore Explorations
Dr. Jack Irion wanted to share some recent discoveries in the Gulf of Mexico.  He also brought copies of the new Gulf of Mexico shipwreck poster for folks to take.

Most recently, the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) has investigated a wreck that they had done some preliminary work on last year with NOAA, and had been originally reported as a result of a Shell Oil Company survey of a lease block.  The initial investigation last year revealed the vessel to be an early 19th century sailing ship, armed with six cannon, and a large number of intact ceramics (creamware, pearlware) and bottles, and the medicine cabinet with intact bottles.  This year BOEM  partnered with NOAA, the Texas Historical Commission, and Texas State University in San Marcos to raise funding and develop a more intensive exploration of the wreck.  Using a vessel operated by Bob Ballard’s foundation, and their ROV, they completed a complete site map and recovered some diagnostic artifacts.  The vessel lies in 4,300 feet of water about 170 miles off the Texas coast.  Dr. Iron unveiled a large-scale photographic map of the wreck and everyone crowded around the table to view the map and discuss it.  Only selected conversations were captured by the recorder at this point.
The vessel was copper sheathed, and most of the wood is gone.  The anchor, stove, pivot gun, six cannon, a large collection of water jars, muskets, ceramic plates, glass bottles are visible.  They collected about 60 artifacts but none of the larger metal items, including spyglasses, octant, ceramics and bottles, some coins, but none of the larger metal items.  They also did a 3-D laser imaging of the wreck but that data is not yet available.  All of this work was accomplished in a week.

But the really cool part of the project was that there were two other targets nearby, located two and four miles away.  At the end of the project, they had some extra time available and they went and did a preliminary examination of these two vessels.  They are both shipwrecks from the same time period.  Dr. Irion suspects that what these vessels represent is a privateer (the first wreck) and its two prizes, and that all three vessels sank in a storm.  One of the other ships was carrying a large cargo of hides and blocks of tallow; these were valuable cargo at this time.  The third ship, the largest of the three, was loaded mainly with ballast.
Dr. Irion noted that a hurricane wiped out Galveston, Texas, in 1818 and this date would fit with the inferred age of these three wrecks.  And researchers may have come up with a name for one of the vessels.  This time period is a very interesting one in the Gulf of Mexico because of all the privateering that was occurring.  There were numerous independence movements in the countries bordering the Gulf of Mexico, and many people were issued ‘letters of marque’ by these nascent governments, making them legal pirates.  After the war of 1812 when there were lots of privateers, many of them continued to work at this business by coming down to the Gulf.  Documents indicate that over 2,000 men were employed in the privateering business in the Gulf between 1810 and 1820.  Galveston was the home port and a primary destination for many privateers and their prizes.
The muskets found on the privateer are all British Brown Bess guns, and they recovered some of the butt plates from them.  Many of these have regimental marks on them and they have identified the 41st Foot, which was stationed in the Caribbean and was disbanded after the war of 1812.  There are also a couple of French or Spanish muskets in the collection.

Dr. Irion also noted that this project had a website and streamed the entire exploration of the vessels live during the field work.  There were over 12,000 people logged on the live stream at any one time during the investigation.  They also fielded live questions from schools and other groups during the investigation.  He suggests that they may have reached over 3 million people through this website.

Other Business
Motion:  Dr. George Riser moved that the Commission meeting be adjourned.  It was seconded by Dr. David Kelley.  The Motion passed unanimously.
The meeting adjourned at 3:10 PM. 
