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The Louisiana Archaeological Survey and Antiquities Commission met on Tuesday, March 12, 2013, at 1:30 p.m. in the Capitol Annex Building, 1051 North Third Street, Conference Room 200, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  

Members Present:
Dr. Heather McKillop

Dr. Chip McGimsey

Mr. Ray Berthelot
Dr. George Riser

Members Absent:

Ms. Missy Graves
Mr. Mike Tarpley
Dr. Mark Rees


Dr. Jack Irion


Mr. Jeff Harris

Others Present:


Ms. Cheraki Williams

Ms. Nancy Hawkins

Ms. Sherry Wagener

Ms. Tamara Spann

Ms. Billie Jones
Dr. Rob Mann

Mr. Phil Boggan

Ms. Rachel Watson

Welcome & Introductions

Dr. Heather McKillop called the meeting to order at 1:38 p.m.  

The tape recorder did not function during this meeting and the meeting minutes are developed from the notes kept by Dr. McGimsey.
Dr. McKillop announced that the name of the LSU PhD program in Geography under which anthropology students could obtain their degree has been officially changed to the program in Geography and Anthropology.

The first order of business was the approval of the minutes from the Commission Meeting held December 11, 2012.  
MOTION:  A motion was made by Mr. Ray Berthelot and seconded by Dr. George Risor, to accept the minutes of the December 11, 2012, Antiquities Commission Meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Phil Boggan made a presentation to the Commission concerning the upcoming Culture Connection awards.  He noted that the Louisiana State Arts Council had a series of awards as did the Louisiana Trust for Historic Preservation but that none of these really highlighted the role of culture broadly defined within Louisiana.  Last year was the first year the Culture Connection event was held, and this year’s event is scheduled for 23 April.  As part of this event, a series of awards to honor individuals and organizations in the cultural field will be made; last year these were handled as special awards from the Lieutenant Governor, but the goal is make the categories more formal and wide-ranging this year.  Within the realm of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, awards will include the Main Street Communities Award, the Education Award, the Leadership Award, the Heritage Award, the Preservationist of the Year, and the Archaeologist of the Year.  All nominations will be forwarded to the Office of Cultural Development.  The State Arts Council will vet the arts awards, while the Louisiana Trust for Historic Preservation will vet the historic preservation awards.  Mr. Boggan asked the Commission if they would be willing to vet the archaeology awards.  He anticipates nominations will be received by 25 March, and they will be forwarded to the Commission members to read, review, and rank.  Dr. McKillop, Dr. Riser and Mr. Berthelot all agreed to serve in this capacity.  Mr. Boggan asked if Dr. McKillop would be willing to present the award at the Culture Connection with the Lt. Governor, but she indicated she would be out of the country at that time.  Dr. Risor indicated he would be willing to present the award.
Old Business

Budget and Regional Program Update
Mr. Boggan provided an update on the proposed state budget for FY 2013/2014. The Office of Cultural Development did not receive the anticipated cuts in state general funds in the Governor’s proposed budget.  What cuts there were primarily reflect changes in insurance rates for various staff.  There was a significant cut to the Curation Fund but that can be addressed via a BA7 budget adjustment later in the fiscal year.  The biggest issue concerning archaeology is the loss of funds in the Cultural Economy line; it is this money that has funded the Poverty Point Station position to a large degree over the last couple of years.  At the moment, it is unclear how much money will be available in this line.  Dr. McKillop made some comments about the budget that were not recorded by Dr. McGimsey.
Mr. Boggan also addressed the Poverty Point Station archaeology program funding for FY 2013/2014.  He noted the loss of funds from the Cultural Economy line that had supported the program in previous years.  He noted that the Preservation Advocacy Council will be lobbying the legislature for three items this session: 1) money for the Poverty Point program, 2) sustaining the historic building rehabilitation tax credits, and 3) supporting the Main Street program.  Dr. Mc Killop again made some unrecorded comments, although she did indicate that when the Advocacy Council develops its formal ‘ask’, that she would be happy to distribute that information to members of the Commission and other interested parties.  Mr. Boggan left the meeting at this time.

Dr. McGimsey provided some additional information concerning funding for the Regional Archaeology program.  He noted that funding has been severely limited over the last year or two, and the Northeast postion has only been a part-time position.  With the potential loss of the Cultural Economy money and the need to shift federal Historic Preservation Fund dollars to the Poverty Point program, it appears that it will not be possible to support the Northeast and Southwest regional programs next fiscal year.  He also noted that the Southeast position is only partly funded with less than one-third of Dr. Mann’s time devoted to regional activities.
Ms. Nancy Hawkins provided an update on the nomination of Poverty Point to the World Heritage List.  The US officially submitted the nomination to UNESCO in January of this year.  The nomination will be reviewed by ICOMOS (the International Committee on Monuments and Sites), including sending a reviewer to the site sometime this fall.  If all goes well, the nomination will be up for consideration at the Summer 2014 meeting of the World Heritage Committee.  A concern at this time is the fact that the US is not paying its UNESCO dues due to federal laws that prevent dues payments to organizations that recognize Palestine as an official state, which UNESCO admitted late last summer.  There are efforts by various entities in Washington to change this funding situation, at least as it pertains to World Heritage Committee.  The US will lose its vote on the World Heritage Committee in 2013 if it does not pay its dues.  At this time, no one knows if this situation will have an impact upon the Poverty Point nomination  Ms. Hawkins also noted that an individual experienced in World Heritage issue, George Papa_____, is visiting the site today and will be meeting with the Lt. Governor tomorrow.  Dr. McKillop asked for contacts and facts to write a letter in support of the resolution of the US dues payment issue.
Ms. Hawkins also reported on an immediate erosion concern at Poverty Point.  The US Army Corps of Engineers did some bank stabilization work in Harlan Bayou several years ago to try and limit bank erosion.  However, not unexpectedly, the erosion problem has only moved downstream below the stabilization effort and in this instance is causing significant erosion into Ridges 5 and 6 in the north sector.  The Office of State Parks has developed an estimated cost for an erosion control project in this area, and has sent the proposal to the Interim Emergency Board for possible funding.  The Lt. Governor will be meeting with various local and state representatives at the site on March 26th to ask for support for the funding request.  Mr. David Griffing, park manager, and Dr. Diana Greenlee, station archaeology, also met with the Natural Resources Conservation Service representative to seek solutions to the problem.  Dr. Mann asked if artifacts and features were eroding out of the cut bank; Ms. Hawkins indicated they were but due to the steep bank it was very hard to access the area.  Ms Hawkins also stated that there would additional meetings at Poverty Point in June.  One possible speaker for that meeting would be an individual from the National Geographic Society’s Center on Sustainable Destinations.
Dr. McKillop left the meeting at 2:40 PM, and Dr. Risor took over as Chair.

Ms Rachel Watson provided an update on the status of the Section 106 program at the Division of Archaeology.  She noted that Ms. Billie Jones had recently joined the staff to assist with tracking and logging 106 reviews.  The Division does occasionally miss the 30-day deadline for project and report reviews but hopes to remedy that problem as Ms. Jones becomes familiar with the process.  The Division is still dealing with projects from Hurricane Isaac under the expedited 15-day review timeframe for disasters.

New Business


Update - Southeast Regional Archaeologist.

Dr. Rob Mann gave an update on his activities during 2011 and 2012.

In the spring of 2012, Dr. Mann and Dr. Saunders excavated at 1x2m unit into Mound A at the LSU Campus Mounds (16EBR6).  This excavation was situated to explore an anomaly identified during remote sensing of the mound by Dr. Brooks Ellwood’s geophysics class in a prior year, and to hopefully obtain additional radiocarbon dates from the mound.  The remote sensing identified the anomaly at 1.6-1.85 m below surface and suggested it might represent a series of fire hearths.  The unit was excavated in 20 cm thick levels with the sediment screened through ½ inch mesh.  Only a few lithic artifacts were recovered.  There is about 30-40 cm of historic clay fill capping the mound in an effort to prevent erosion.  The excavation did not produce any evidence of the anomaly, although they did uncover one of the 1980s core holes.  Dr. Ellwood is still convinced there are hearths in this area although no archaeological evidence was uncovered.  Ms. Watson asked about evidence for the multi-year cyclicity of deposition that Dr. Ellwood also postulated.  Dr. Mann indicated that it is possible that surface fires are the cause of the magnetic signatures that the geophysical work identified.  Dr. Risor noted that in Mexico, old shell middens are often bored as one step towards reoccupying them and asked how it would be possible to limited damage from downward migration of water through the 1980s core hole.  Dr. Mann indicated that they tamped the backfill in the unit as tight as possible and added layers of bentonite clay that should swell and form a water barrier.  Ms. Watson asked if the geophysical study had identified the level of the perched water table in the mound; the answer was not recorded in the meeting notes.

Dr. Mann also reported on the results of recent investigations at Galveztown (16AN39).  An LSU fieldschool was held at the site in the summer of 2012, and most of the effort went toward trying to expose and define a large pit feature.  Waterscreening the deposits produced 125 beads and a number of lead shot.  The feature is a large, shallow, rectangular pit with associated posts, although it is not yet clear what the feature represents.  The materials recovered span the full occupation of the site and the fill looks like household midden.  Approximately 19,800 artifacts were recovered from the feature, including lots of faience.  More Spanish made materials were recovered from the feature than had been found at the site previously, along with some Native American made pottery.  Dr. Mann is planning to return to the site with the 2013 LSU fieldschool to continue exploring this feature as well as being looking for the site of the fort.
The Jourdain-Lange house (16ST248) was built 1851-1852 by a New Orleans Belgian tobacco merchant as a summer home on the north shore of Lakek Pontchartrain.  Soon after construction was finished, he divorced his wife and moved back to Europe.  The house was occupied from 1865 up until Hurricane Katrina hit and damaged the house.  Local interests convinced the owner to move it to city property where it is being restored and will be open to the public in the near future.  A local contact, Adele Fisher, had seen a brick feature below her house and noticed a similar feature below the Lange house when it was moved.  This is a small cave, or cellar beneath a raised cabinet room in the back of the house.  This cave is a brick lined sunken room that was used throughout the life of the house.  Ms. Wagener noted that her family house had a similar room in a 1920s New Orleans house.  Dr. Mann suggested the room was used as a potato room or root cellar, although it may have been a wine cellar originally.  Systematic shovel testing was done at the site in October of 2012 to find the cellar location, and then a limited test excavation was conducted in January of 2013.  MA student Matthew Chouest will be doing his MA thesis on this site.  A large number of wine bottles were found in the cellar fill, along with a few ceramic fragments.
Other Business
Motion:  Mr. Ray Berthelot moved that the Commission meeting be adjourned.  It was seconded by Dr. George Risor.  The Motion passed unanimously.
The meeting adjourned at 3:00 PM. 
