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The Louisiana Archaeological Survey and Antiquities Commission met on Tuesday, December 11, 2013, at 1:30 p.m. in the Capitol Annex Building, 1051 North Third Street, Conference Room 400, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  

Members Present:
Dr. Heather McKillop

Dr. Mark Rees

Dr. Chip McGimsey

Dr. Jack Irion

Mr. Ray Berthelot
Dr. Ed Britton
Dr. David Kelley
Ms. Missy Graves

Dr. Ryan Gray

Members Absent:

Mr. Mike Tarpley

Mr. George Riser
Others Present:


Ms. Nancy Hawkins

Ms. Rachel Watson
Ms. Billie Jones
Mr. Joel Zovar

Welcome & Introductions

Dr. Heather McKillop called the meeting to order at 1:42 p.m.  

The tape recorder used to provide a transcript of the meeting was later found to have malfunctioned and the meeting was not recorded.  The meeting minutes are developed from notes kept by Dr. McGimsey.

Dr. McKillop suggested the first order of business was for everyone to introduce themselves and all present did so.  
The first order of business was the approval of the minutes from the Commission Meeting held September 10, 2013.  
MOTION:  A motion was made by Dr. David Kelley and seconded by Mr. Ray Berthelot, to accept the minutes of the September 10, 2013, Antiquities Commission Meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.

Old Business

There was no old business before the Commission.
New Business


Permit Request – Los Adaes Mission
Dr. George Avery of Stephen F. Austin University presented a proposal to conduct test excavations at Los Adaes State Park; the co-Principal Investigators would be Dr. Pete Gregory and Dr. Tommy Hailey of Northwestern State University.  The project would be run as Northwestern State University archaeological field school during the Spring 2014 semester.  The project would be supported by funds from the Cane River National Heritage Area.  The field school would focus on the location of the Mission, an area explored by remote sensing during an earlier project in 2013.  The remote sensing identified a number of anomalies in the project area.

Dr. Avery identified two goals for the field school project.  First is to look for architectural remains of the Mission church or other buildings.  It is thought to be a palisade jacal type of structure with associated outbuildings around the living compound.  The working hypothesis is that the church would have been a substantial structure with large corner posts and daub-covered walls.  A number of large pits have been found elsewhere at Los Adaes that may represent excavations to obtain clay for buildings.  The second goal is to investigate the lifeways of the people and priests who lived at the Mission.  It is hoped that either sheet midden or trash pits identified as anomalies during the remote sensing will be encountered to address this goal.
The prior remote sensing study employed four different techniques.  Ground-penetrating radar (GPR) was not very successful in identifying any subsurface features.  An EM-38 was utilized to provide electromagnetic susceptibility readings; previous work at the Presidio had indicated this technique worked very well at Los Adaes, although the results at the Mission were not quite as successful.  Information from a magnetic gradiometer was helpful but not very detailed.  The best results were obtained using electrical resistivity.


The proposed project is organized as a Northwestern State University fieldschool co-directed by Dr. Avery, Dr. Gregory and Dr. Hailey.  Fieldwork will be conducted on weekends with the student class during the Spring 2014 semester.  The labwork and analysis will be undertaken at Northwestern State University and Stephen F. Austin University and completed during the fall of 2014.  A draft report will be produced by 15 June 2015, with a final report submitted by 15 August 2015.

The project plan will involve the excavation of up to 20 1x1 m units in ten areas of interest.  These areas have been identified on the basis of the remote sensing data as areas suggestive of features and/or concentrations of metal artifacts.  Depending upon the results of initial units, it may not be possible to investigate all ten areas, or excavate all 20 units.  It is anticipated that Dr. Jamie Lockhart of the University of Arkansas, who conducted the remote sensing study, will be available at times to assess the ground-truthing of the anomalies identified by the remote sensing.  In addition, limited probing or soil cores will be utilized to find and/or define possible features.

Dr. Mark Rees asked why the GPR effort didn’t work very well?  Dr. Avery replied that there is naturally a lot of iron precipitate in the sediment along with an abundance of clay, and those characteristics probably inhibited the GPR data.  He also noted that wet clay soils are particularly poor for GPR data.  Dr. Rees asked how they will screen through both 1/8th inch and 1/4th inch mesh screens?  Dr. Avery indicated they would initially screen through 1/4th inch, probably over a wheelbarrow or other receptacle, and then the sediment would be transported to the park building at the presidio to be water screened through 1/8th inch.  Dr. Rees also asked how they will backfill the units if all the sediment is hauled away for water-screening?  Dr. Avery noted there is a pile of dirt left over from nearby highway construction that might be available, in addition, the park already has two truckloads of fill available to use.  Both piles of sediment are distinctly different from the local dirt so the backfilled areas will always be recognizable.
Dr. Kelley asked what will be the process if floral materials are noted?  Dr. Avery stated that flotation samples will be collected before the sediment is screened.  In addition, if features are encountered, flotation samples will be collected from the feature fill.  Dr. Avery noted that the budget does provide funds for botanical analyses.  Dr. Kelley also asked if they will obtain a burial permit for this project?  Dr. Avery replied that the historic records indicate that 114 people died at Los Adaes although there are no records indicating where these individuals were buried.  He also noted that people were often buried within or around the Mission, so it is certainly possible human remains could be encountered during the investigation.  He will look into obtaining a burial permit from the Division of Archaeology.
Dr. McKillop stated that Dr. Avery would be providing a formal report but that there should be publication of the results as well.  This requirement is part of the permit language.  Dr. Avery noted that Stephen F. Austin University would be making the final report available online, and that the prior remote sensing report is also available online.  Dr. Avery will consider developing an article for Historical Archaeology or other appropriate journal.  Dr. McKillop asked how much time Dr. Avery will be spending on-site, since he is the person applying for the permit.  She wondered if it would appropriate to add Dr. Gregory and Dr. Hailey as permit applicants since they will be the principal investigators primarily onsite.  Dr. Avery indicated he will discuss this with Dr. Gregory and Dr. Hailey.

Dr. Irion asked whether the National Park Service needed to be consulted about this project since Los Ades is a National Historic Landmark?  Dr. Avery replied that Laura Gates is the local National Park SErvice Superintendent (at Cane River National Historic Area) and is supporting the project with funds and will serve in an oversight capacity.

Dr. Rees asked what kinds of outreach activity will be undertaken as part of the project?  Dr. Avery replied that they will be contacting the Caddo Nation, the Caddo Adai, and the Choctaw Apache groups.  Dr. Kelley noted that if burials are found at the Mission, the Catholic Church may need to be contacted.

Dr. Heather provided a brief summary of the project, and then asked for a motion to approve the permit request.  She requested that a revised permit include Dr. Gregory and Dr. Hailey as co-applicants, that there be an intention of publishing a formal journal article, preferably in a national journal, and that the project apply for a burial permit.  Dr. Irion inquired whether the journal should be identified; this was not supported.

MOTION:  A motion was made by Dr. David Kelley and seconded by Dr. Mark Rees, to approve a permit for the investigation of the Mission at Los Adaes State Park.  The motion carried unanimously.

Other Business
Dr. McKillop noted that the annual meeting of the Louisiana Archaeological Society would be held on February 7th, 2014 in Natchitoches, and that Dr. Thomas Guderjan will give the keynote address on his ongoing research in the Maya area of Mexico.
Ms. Rachel Watson noted that the Division is considering implementing a fee for access to the site file Geographic Information System.  An initial comment meeting was recently held in New Orleans, and the Division will be making further information available in the near future.

Ms. Nancy Hawkins noted that Archaeology Month posters were available if anyone wanted more.

Motion:  Dr. Jack Irion moved that the Commission meeting be adjourned.  It was seconded by Dr. Ryan Gray.  The Motion passed unanimously.
The meeting adjourned at 2:48 PM. 
