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     Louisiana Department of Agriculture & Forestry

Mike Strain DVM, Commissioner

LOUISIANA AQUATIC CHELONIAN RESEARCH AND PROMOTION BOARD

December 9, 2010
10:00 a.m.

Veterans Memorial Auditorium

5825 Florida Boulevard

Baton Rouge, LA 70806

Proceedings

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Ms. Dianne Strange at 10:08 a.m.

ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Ms. Dianne Strange.

Members present:  David Barnes, Jr., Shirley Neal, Dianne Strange, Lyndon Blanchard, George “Sonny” White, Eddie Jolly. 

Members absent:  Commissioner Mike Strain, DVM, Harvey Kliebert, Joseph Williams.
Others present:  Dr. Brent Robbins, LDAF State Veterinarian, Dr. David Morrison, LSU AgCenter, Dr. Randall Gayda, Department of Wildlife and Sciences, Curtis Coltin, Department of Wildlife and Sciences, Dr. Terry Conger, APHIS Veterinary Services, Jeff Bounty, LDWF, Dr. Daniel Myrick, LDAF, Dr. Warren Joseph, LDAF, Dr. Mark Scurria, LDAF, Dr. Diane Stacy, LDAF, Mr. John Walther, LDAF, Dr. Steve Hebert, LDAF, Mr. Marvin Montgomery, LDAF, and Mrs. Diane Jolly. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion:  Mr. David Barnes, Jr. made a motion to accept the February 26, 2009 minutes.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Sonny White and passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. John Walther provided the board with the financial report. Dr. Diane Stacy informed the board that this report came directly from the auditor, but that the Board is in control of the budget. It was also pointed out that $50,000 of the budget was previously approved and delegated to areas other than research. 

Mr. Eddie Jolly brought it to the Board’s attention that he and Mr. Sonny White need help in providing the Federal Government concrete evidence of the abundance of Salmonella infected eggs and pets that are not treated or regulated. It was suggested that possibly Dr. David Morrison would be able to gather information on this from various Schools of Veterinary Medicine. Dr. Terry Conger suggested that they contact Department of Health and Hospitals since Salmonella cases are reported to their office. Discussion followed. 

Mr. David Barnes made a motion to dedicate up to $5000.00 for the LSU AgCenter to research literature, collect materials, and compile the necessary information on Salmonella levels in other animals and household items to present to the court. Mr. Sonny White seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Dr. Mark Scurria gave a report on his trip to St. Louis, MO. In September he represented the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry at the US Fish and Wildlife Workshop on Conservation and Trade Management for Freshwater and Terrestrial Turtles in the United States. He gathered with ninety representatives from across the country to discuss the top needs for the industry. It was brought to light that several issues the industry faces are a need for communication between states, lack of funding for research, and public education. 
Dr. Mark Scurria handed out recommendations for future regulation considerations and asked that the current regulations be looked at. Discussion followed concerning Vibrio Cholera testing. 
Mr. Eddie Jolly made a motion that the mandatory regulation (23:11 Sec D) of Vibrio Cholera testing for shipping regulation be taken out. Mr. Marvin Montgomery advised that only the Commissioner has the power to change regulations. The Board can only adopt resolutions requesting the Commissioner make the specified changes. A motion was made to abolish 23:11 Part D “No annual testing of pond water for Vibrio Cholera.” Motion was seconded and carried. 
Mr. Sonny White requested that a meeting be scheduled with the Commissioner concerning the regulation changes needed.

The issue of farms going out of business and how the turtles are removed from the farm was questioned. Mr. Jeff Bounty informed the Board that it is illegal to turn the turtles into the wild. Mr. Eddie Jolly pointed out that in most cases the farmer cannot afford to feed the turtles and asked if it is legal to release the turtles to another captive bred turtle farmer. 
Mr. Jeff Bounty pointed out that most 3177 Forms that are used to ship turtles to China for consumption are being listed as “Wild Caught” when in fact 99% of these turtles are “Farm Raised.” The species being ship also needs to be put on the form. 
Motion was made to maintain the previous contract and no funds are to be given directly to Legal Council. Funds will be delivered six months after states are open. 

LDAF was asked to facilitate a meeting with deadline with FDA to clarify what expectations they have when re-evaluating the science. 
OLD BUSINESS

Dr. Mark Mitchell gave an update of his research via conference call. A deadline to receive materials from Dr. Mark Mitchell was made for January 15, 2011. Dr. David Morrison will follow up with him on results. 

Dr. Randall Gayda updated the Board on his Salmonella research with turtles.

Other concerns were expressed with sampling not being accurate because of farms not revealing the more valuable exotic turtles and shipping the exports as “Salmonella Free.”

Dr. Mark Scurria also reiterated that the farms need to be more firmly regulated as not all farms are tested for Salmonella. Also, farmers need to continue to identify by labeling turtle lots and test abnormal turtles
CITIZENS INPUT

None.

FUTURE MEETING

No date for a future meeting was set.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion:  Ms. Dianne Strange made a motion to adjourn at 12:00 pm. The motion was seconded by Mr. Eddie Jolly and passed unanimously.

