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     Louisiana Department of Agriculture & Forestry

Mike Strain DVM, Commissioner

LOUISIANA AQUATIC CHELONIAN RESEARCH AND PROMOTION BOARD

February 26, 2009

10:00 a.m.

Veterans Memorial Auditorium

5825 Florida Boulevard

Baton Rouge, LA 70806

Proceedings

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Ms. Dianne Strange at 10:10 a.m.

ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Lacey Ducote.

Members present:  David Barnes, Jr., Shirley Neal, Dianne Strange, Harvey Kliebert, Lyndon Blanchard, George “Sonny” White, Joseph “Bubba” Williams

Members absent:  Commissioner Mike Strain, DVM, Ken Landry and Jesse Evans. A quorum was present.

Others present:  Dr. Brent Robbins, LDAF Assistant Commissioner of Animal Health Services, Dr. Henry Moreau, Director of Veterinary Health Division, Dr. David Morrison, LSU AgCenter, Dr. Randall Gayda, Department of Wildlife and Sciences, Curtis Coltin, Department of Wildlife and Sciences
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion:  Mr. David Barnes, Jr. made a motion to accept the minutes but to add the tabulation of votes to motions one, two and three.  The motion was seconded by 

Ms. Dianne Strange and passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS

Dr. Mark Mitchell gave an update of his research via conference call.  

AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA

Motion:  Mr. Eddie Jolly made a motion to amend the agenda to include the use of monies in the chelonian account to fund the federal lawsuit. 

Motion:  Mr. Kenneth Landry asked to amend the motion to amend the agenda to before the board will vote on the use of monies that a report will be given on the current status of the lawsuit, cost of lawsuit, probability of winning and to give the report in person.  Mr. Jesse Evans seconded the motion and a roll call vote was held with 2 for and 5 against.  The motion failed. 

Motion:  Mr. David Barnes, Jr. made a motion to use the monies in the chelonian account to fund the federal lawsuit but to place a $50,000.00 cap on the spending with approval from the Chairman or Vice Chairman of the Board and the Commissioner.  The motion was seconded by Dianne Strange.  A roll call vote was held with 2 against and 5 for.  The motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS

Dr. Henry Moreau gave a financial update.  Mr. Jesse Evans did not feel that the report was accurate, but after Dr. Moreau explained the reporting is based on the fiscal year not the calendar year, he agreed with the report.

Dr. Henry Moreau gave a PowerPoint presentation on turtle farming in Louisiana.  He also showed a video of Mr. Jesse Evans turtle farm produced by LDAF to show the AVMA.

Mr. Marvin Montgomery gave the board the results of the referendum and explained that this would change Title 3.  He also informed the board that if at any time they decide to collect the assessment again another referendum would have to be held.

Dr. Henry Moreau informed the board of the request for someone from Louisiana to attend the AVMA meeting to represent the turtle industry.  

Motion:  Mr. Eddie Jolly made a motion to send Dr. Moreau as the representative.  Mr. Jesse Evans seconded the motion.  Dr. Moreau informed the board that they would be financially responsible for the trip.  Dr. Moreau also requested that Dr. Littlefield attend the meeting with him and the board to pay for her trip also.  The motion passed unanimously.
OLD BUSINESS
Dr. Moreau gave the actual numbers of votes submitted for the referendum.

Dr. Moreau asked the Louisiana Turtle Farmers Association for nominees to represent their association for the Chelonian Board.  Mr. Ken Landry said that as soon as they have a meeting they will submit nominees.

Dr. David Morrison gave an update on research at LSU and what the money allotted to them was spent on this year.  Dr. Morrison informed the board that the money was used on research that Dr. Randall Gayda does for the turtle industry in Louisiana.  Dr. Gayda gave the board an update on his research done in the past year.  

CITIZENS INPUT

None.

FUTURE MEETING

No date for a future meeting was set.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion:  Mr. Jesse Evans made a motion to adjourn at 11:46 am.  Ms. Dianne Strange seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

