
LOUISIANA BOARD FOR HEARING AID DEALERS

Minutes of Meeting


January 24, 2013   Baton Rouge Louisiana
The 72nd official meeting of the Louisiana Board for Hearing Aid Dealers was called to order at 

7:05 p.m. on Thursday, January 24, 2013 at the Embassy Suites, Baton Rouge Louisiana by John Casanova, Chairman. Mr. Frederick Billedeaux was welcomed as a visitor to the meeting to offer discussion on the International Licensing Examination.
The roll was called.  Those present were: Jane O’Donnell, Dianne Sasser, Scott Sayer, John Casanova, Dina Zeevi, Katie Christy, Melinda Peat, representative for the state health officer, and Eugene Radcliff, Board attorney.  Resa Brady, the Board’s administrative secretary was present to take the minutes of the meeting. Quorum established.
Motion made by Melinda Peat, to dispense with regular order of business to discuss the International Licensing Examination; seconded by Dianne Sasser and unanimously carried.
Mr. Billedeaux reported that he had talked to the International Hearing Society regarding the upcoming computer-based International Licensing Examination and guidelines.  He reported that the written portion of the examination was ready to put into place but the practical portion of the exam was still six (6) months or more in coming.  He stated that in a lot of states the Board members were still administering the practical exams.

He reported that the process would, of course, depend on the individual states; i.e. supervision programs, etc.  Once the program was completed, according to state requirements, the individual would be able to schedule an appointment at a secure testing center, with a hired proctor, to take the examination.  I.H.S. noted the practical examination would be formed to correlate with the written portion of the examination and the individual states would decide who would proctor those exams.
Motion was made by Scott Sayer that the Board accept the International Hearing Society written computer test only, exclusion of practical exam, effective January 26, 2013, seconded by Katie Christy.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

Motion was made by Dina Zeevi to adopt the International Hearing Society passing raw cut score for the examination, seconded by Scott Sayer.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

Chairman Casanova noted a committee would be formed to investigate the International Hearing Society new standard testing procedure with Frederick Billedeaux as Chairman. All Board members were in favor.

However; Attorney Radcliff recommended a Board member be appointed to the committee with Mr. Billedeaux.  Motion was made by Melinda Peat that Scott Sayer would serve as Chairman of the committee working with the International Hearing Society to learn about their practical protocol, seconded by Dina Zeevi.  Motion carried.
A letter would be sent to Mr. Billedeaux that Mr. Sayer would be the Chair of the committee and all information should be forwarded to him at his Prairieville Louisiana office.  It would be noted that this assignment does not extend to the content of the practical examination.

MINUTES
Minutes of the January 26, 2012 regular meeting were presented to the Board in form of an advanced mailing.  Mr. Casanova called for corrections or additions.  There being none - Motion made by Dina Zeevi to accept minutes as received, seconded by Katie Christy and unanimously carried.
CORRESPONDENCE
Copies of correspondence report were distributed for review.  Board members were asked to review the correspondence report and address any questions they have.  There were no questions.

TREASURER’S REPORT – Resa Brady
A. Copies of the Treasurer’s Report dated year end, January 1 - December 31, 2012 were distributed for review.  No discussion – reports will be filed.
B.  Budget Review – The budget for 2012-2013 and the Proposed Budget for 2013-2014 were presented.  
It was noted that practical examination fees would be assessed at a later date; for now fee would remain at $ 200.00.

Motion was made by Katie Christy to amend the office rent on the current operating budget to

 $ 1,750.00 and amend the 2013-2014 proposed budget for office rent to $ 4,200.00, seconded by Dina Zeevi, all in favor, motion carried.
Break called at 8:21 p.m.  Reconvene at 8:35 p.m. 

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT
None presented.
SECRETARY’S REPORT – Dianne Sasser
Mrs. Sasser reported licensed Hearing Aid Dealers as of December 31, 2011, for the year 2012, was (104), (1) license by certificate of endorsement, license not renewed as of December 31, 2012 (17), license renewed as of December 31, 2012 (97).  There were eight (8) Temporary Permit Holders that will sit for the examination January 25, 2013.
Attorney stated that he knew of other Boards that utilized public service announcements to make the public aware of their particular profession and that it may be a way to introduce the hearing healthcare profession to the public and increase the number of hearing instrument dispensers.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Audiometer Calibration – Resa Brady
No written report.
Ethics Committee – Dina Zeevi
Ms. Zeevi noted the letter of explanation concerning purchase agreements received from Eddie Toohey, Brown Hearing Centers, Orange Texas, did not address the sales tax information the Board had requested.  A follow-up letter would be sent to Mr. Toohey requesting compliance with information required in the letter.
Ms. Zeevi also stated she had sent a letter to Ron Caruso’s hiring firm and the Templet’s with Hearing Health Care of LA., to be aware of him being named in patient complaints in Louisiana.

Ms. Zeevi reported all complaints had been resolved.  Kyla Saldivar had satisfied her obligation.

At this time, Ms. Zeevi presented advertising from Audibel Hearing Healthcare.  The “Two Million Dollar Hearing Stimulus Package” letter named two LLC entities, “Hearing Solutions of America, LLC and Hearing Evaluation and Rehabilitation, LLC.  Mr. Stroud, in a letter dated September 14, 2010, was notified that use of these names violated the Louisiana Licensing Act, Section 2442 (5) (o).
After in depth discussion, Chairman Casanova called for a vote to take action against Keith Stroud, owner of Audibel Hearing Healthcare, for continued violation of the Licensing Act in regards to advertising practices.  Votes in favor – six (6) with one (1) member abstaining.

Due to the fact that Mr. Stroud has been given due warning, a certified letter will be sent to him regarding the use of this type of advertising. The Board will request an explanation for the continued use of the advertising.  Mr. Stroud will be given thirty (30) days to respond and after explanation is received, the Board will make a decision on action to be taken.  

Attorney Radcliff would assist in the wording of the letter and forward to Mrs. Brady to execute.
Examination Committee – Katie Christy
Mrs. Christy presented the revised audiometric practical examination, however; after review it was determined the exam needed further revision.
Legislative Committee – John Casanova
Nothing to report
Office Inspection Committee – Scott Sayer
Scott Sayer discussed the revised inspection form and noted the condensed form would be sent to the Board office in PDF form.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
· Renewal of Administrative Secretary contract – expires June 30, 2013. Motion made by Melinda Peat, seconded by Scott Sayer and unanimously carried, to renew at present salary of $ 1,200.00 per month.
· Regarding attorney, at this time, Attorney Radcliff noted he was negotiating with his previous firm on the balance due them and for now he was working at no cost to the Board.

· Out-of-state applicants for licensure would be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Motion by Dina Zeevi for officers to remain the same, John Casanova, Chairman and Dianne Sasser, Secretary-Treasurer, seconded by Melinda Peat, all in favor, motion carried. 
DATE AND LOCATION OF JULY, 2013 MEETING
No meeting scheduled.

Decision was made to hold the next annual Board meeting on Thursday, January 23, 2014 at the Embassy Suites in Baton Rouge.

Motion to adjourn was made by Melinda Peat, seconded by Scott Sayer – all in favor.  Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

Resa Brady

Administrative Secretary
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