Minutes of Louisiana Board for Hearing Aid Dealers
Special Meeting

July 23, 2011
The meeting was called to order by Jane O’Donnell, Chairman at 9:05 a.m. the Microtel Inns & Suites, Breaux Bridge, Louisiana.
The roll was called.  Those in attendance were Jane O’Donnell, Louis Leger, Jr., Dianne Sasser, Scott Sayer, John Casanova, Dina Zeevi, Melinda Peat, representative for state health officer and Eugene Radcliff, Board attorney.  Mary K. Christy and Valery Garon were absent.  Quorum was established.

MINUTES
Minutes of the January 27, 2011 regular meeting were presented to the board. Mrs. O’Donnell called for additions or corrections.  Correction was noted under Committee Reports – Ethics as follows:  Motion was made by Dina Zeevi to accept the minutes with the additions of the initials for the complainant and the company, seconded by John Casanova.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

CORRESPONDENCE
Summary of correspondence was reviewed by Resa Brady, Administrative Secretary.  The legal bill was discussed at this time.  Attorney agreed to review the charges and discuss with his firm possible adjustments.  Also, the total maximum amount payable under attorney’s contract period will be reviewed and adjusted accordingly.
The budget for 2011-2012 was reviewed.  Motion was made by Scott Sayer to amend the budget on Equipment/Acquisitions to reduce amount from $2,500.00 to $700.00 and increase the Office Rent from $1,800.00 to $3,600.00, seconded by Melinda Peat.  All in favor. Motion carried.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
· Office Inspection – None reported.
· Ethics – Dina Zeevi, Ethics Committee Chairman, will issue letters to the consumers/hearing aid dealers:  G. T. vs. F.B., N.S. vs. F.B., A.B. vs. K.S., and J.V. vs. R.T. 
Letters will be sent to B.H.C., E.T., regarding their physical address in Louisiana.  Legislative – John Casanova discussed passage of Act 93 and extended thanks to all involved.

· Examination – Mrs. Brady reported the upcoming efforts of the International Hearing Society to go to online examinations.

OLD BUSINESS
· Motion was made by John Casanova to rescind the citation contained in the letter of 
September 14, 2010, to K. S. citing the violations of advertising and reissue a letter of warning to this form of advertising with regards to Section 3 and 4, seconded by Melinda Peat.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

Break 2:55 p.m.

· Corporate entities – issue with Sears/All American/Northland still being reviewed
· Alan Pearson complaint – letter received from Mr. Pearson expressing dissatisfaction of the Board’s ruling.  Board stands with decision.
· Website, newsletter, ad committee – no discussion held.
NEW BUSINESS
· Licensing Act – Report of Amendment – Act 93.  Discussion held on font type to be specified as a minimum 10 point Times New Roman font on all contracts, etc.  The board would create sample forms for hearing aid dealers to access with the appropriate changes to the Licensing Act.

· Bylaws revision – Motion made by Dina Zeevi Article V, Section 4, to amend the language to include “and co-sponsor’s” within that section, seconded by John Casanova.  All in favor.  Motion made by Dina Zeevi to amend her original motion for it to clearly state the “sponsor’s statement and the co-sponsors statement” shall be notarized, seconded by Scott Sayer.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  Motion made by Scott Sayer to amend the Bylaws for necessary corrections in accordance with Act 93, seconded by Melinda Peat. All in favor.  Motion carried.
· Revision of applications will be done by Jane O’Donnell and Resa Brady, office inspection protocol revamped by Scott Sayer, bill of sale/contracts changed in accordance with Act 93 to be completed by Jane O’Donnell and submitted to board members for review.

· Representative to I.H.S. Boston MA, September 15-17, 2011 – open for volunteer to attend.

· New complaints - Complaints received from M.R., L.A., F.M., F.B vs. L.A., and L.Y. will be addressed according to the Licensing Act.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

John Casanova was nominated for Chairman, nomination unanimously carried.
Final Announcements
Annual meeting to be held January 26 -27, 2012 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

Meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Resa Brady

Administrative Secretary 

