MINUTES

STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR EARLY IDENTIFICATION OF HEARING IMPAIRED INFANTS
Quarterly Council Meeting
Thursday, August 22, 2013
DHH Laboratory Bldg., Metairie, LA 70001

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:  Dr. Thira Choojitarom, Alla Tarasyuk, Linda Frantz, Jill Guidry, Dr. Anita Jeyakumar, Melinda Peat, Cynthia Suire, Barbara Gordon-Wendt, Naomi DeDual, Staci Sullivan, Penny Hakim,
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT: Gina Easterly, Dorothy Rodriguez 
GUESTS PRESENT: Marbely Barahona, Terri Mohren, Mariah Ranko, Dr. Tri Tran, Nancy Benham
The meeting was called to order by Melinda Peat at 10:00 am.  The minutes from the May 30, 2013 meeting were approved with a unanimous vote of attending Council members.  Council member attendees and guests introduced themselves.    
Hands and Voices™ Report:  Mariah Ranko and Jill Guidry updated council members regarding Louisiana Hands & Voices by sharing info about (i) new LA H&V website, (ii) family activities statewide through GBYS planned events, (iii) latest newsletter edition, (iv) funds from Lafayette SERTOMA for Parent Guide in Lafayette area and (v) upcoming events -- SPALS conference, Art Show in Lafayette and upcoming fall events.  
Board & Commissions Info/Elections:  Melinda requested that current council members inform her if they no longer wish to continue serving.  Currently only one vacancy exists which is a representative from La Association of the Deaf.  There has been a nomination and the nominee notified, but no response as of yet.

Dorothy Rodriguez, who served as a representative of the Deaf community, has resigned since she is moving to Texas. Dr. Gershanik stated that a thank you note should be sent to Dorothy for her years of diligent service to the Council.  Melinda asked if anyone has ideas for a replacement for this position to please contact her.

Council Discussion of Issues & Concerns: 

As a result of concerns at all levels of EHDI, the hospital, audiologists, and physicians, Dr. Jeyakumar created a 3-bullet list to be included on correspondence and communication with physicians and audiologists as well as other stakeholders. 

Statistics for Hearing Loss in Infants:
· Annual Incidence of hearing loss 1-3/1000 babies (CDC survey 2011)
· Percentage of babies lost to follow up after the new born hearing  screen:  Nationally 12.1%  Louisiana 27%
· 8.7% babies who fail NBS will have hearing loss (EDHI 2011)
· 55% babies with a unilateral NBS fail will have bilateral hearing loss (Chang K. 2009)

Ideas of how to use the points were discussed:  EHDI newsletter which will target audiologists this time. Dr. Choo will look into the Pediatric Conference in the fall.  Also, he said that he is working on a survey for residents of attitudes on pediatric hearing screening  

Dr. Jeyakumar asked if there were any sanctions for hospitals that did not meet EHDI standards.  Terri Mohren explained that currently LA EHDI works with hospitals with outlier statistics to determine the cause and develop a plan of remediation.  She also explained that LA EHDI along with the Advisory Council will be developing a scorecard with quality indicators for screening programs.  

Concerns for children with hearing loss in school 
Dr. Jeyakumar also expressed her concern for children that she is seeing in her practice that are not making progress, and not achieving IEP goals.  Neomi DeDual asked questions to determine if there was anything that could be done to assist with specific concerns.  Many issues and concerns about children with hearing loss in the school system and IEPs were discussed.  
· Undiagnosed unilateral loss

· Unilateral loss with no accommodations
· IEP teams do not include an audiologist

· Programs don’t train audiologists for educational audiology

· Some students may need 504 

· Need an IEP based Access based on Americans with Disabilities Education Act which is a much more comprehensive plan

· Often IEP recommendations are not included, or if included they are not enforced

· Parents need an advocate to let them know their rights

· Limited speech therapy and other services for children with cochlear implants
· Look for opportunities to open doors to communication

· As a state, LA does not provide enough resources for children with hearing loss

· Over age 3 only the N.O. area has program options other than public school

Melinda Peat ended the discussion because there was not enough time for continuing the in depth discussion.  Terri Mohren suggested that we invite someone from the Department of Education to the next advisory council meeting to address the topic.    

LA EHDI Work plan: 
EHDI Epi Analysis: Dr. Tran, epidemiologist for LA EHDI, presented results of two studies- Early Hearing Newborn Screening: High Risk Populations of Loss to Follow-up in Louisiana, 2007-20011 and Improvement of Loss to Follow-up of Newborn Hearing Screening:  A lesson from Louisiana Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Program. 

The objective of the 1st study was to explore who were at high risk for loss to follow-up among newborns who failed initial hearing screening tests prior to hospital discharge in Louisiana between 2007 and 2011.  The objective of the 2nd study was to analyze the trend for loss to follow-up of hearing screening among newborns who failed initial hearing screening tests prior to hospital discharge, and evaluate accomplishments  in  improving loss to follow-up from 2004 to 2011 in Louisiana.  Abstracts of these studies were accepted for poster presentation at 2013 International Disease Surveillance Conference in New Orleans in December 2013, and were submitted to 2014 Annual EHDI Meeting
Hospital Hearing Screening Supervisor Job Description:  Melinda Peat discussed the job description that was created to clarify the role of the Program Supervisor.     

Next Advisory Council Meeting: Thursday, November 21, 2013 from 10a.m. – 12p.m. Location to be determined.
Adjournment: A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Staci Sullivan and seconded by Dr. Choo.  By unanimous vote the meeting was adjourned at 12:20pm.
After the adjournment of the regular council meeting at 12:20, the following committees held meetings.

Committee Meetings: 
Early Intervention Committee
Regulatory Compliance Committee

Follow-up Committee
Stakeholder Education Committee

Thank you to Louisiana Hands & Voices Chapter for providing Council members and guests with a delicious lunch following meeting adjournment.
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