MINUTES

STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR EARLY IDENTIFICATION OF HEARING IMPAIRED INFANTS
Quarterly Council Meeting
Thursday, May 30, 2013
DHH Laboratory building, 2nd Floor Conference room

Metairie, LA 70001

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:  Dr. Thira Choojitarom, Mrs. Linda Frantz, Dr. Juan Gershanik, , Mrs. Jill Guidry, Dr. Anita Jeyakumar, Mrs. Melinda Peat, Dr. Cynthia Suire, Dr. Barbara Gordon-Wendt
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT: Naomi DeDual, Gina Easterly, Penny Hakim, Dorothy Rodriguez, Staci Sullivan
GUESTS PRESENT: Marbely Barahona, Wendy Jumonville, Terri Mohren,  Mariah Ranko, Mary Jo Smith, , Dr. Tri Tran, Jeanette Webb, Abriella Alexander (LSU student volunteer), Marissa Ledet (LSU student volunteer)
The meeting was called to order by Melinda Peat at 10:00 am.  The minutes from the February 26, 2012 meeting were approved as corrected with a unanimous vote of attending Council members. 
Council member attendees and guests were introduced.  Dr. Cynthia Suire was introduced as the new Council member nominee for the OPH employee position.  She is Program Manager for the Maternal, Infant, Early Childhood Home Visitation (MIECHV) Program in the Bureau of Family Health.  Dr. Tri Tran was introduced as the epidemiologist now working part time with the LA EHDI program and actively involved in the development of the new web-based data system for LA EHDI
Budget Reductions for LA EHDI Program: Melinda Peat discussed recent budget cuts due to reductions in grant awards nationally.  The LA EHDI budget was reduced by 1/3.  Every state experienced equal budget reductions.  It became necessary to examine the overall program, assess priorities and interests and reduce staff. The contracts for 2 audiologists, Christy Fontenot and Kay Darr, were not renewed.  Remaining staff is reevaluating roles and responsibilities but continuing to move ahead with the grants’ goals and objectives.
Legislative Bill 156 Proposal: Melinda Peat discussed the changes to the Advisory Council proposed by the Louisiana legislature.  The bill proposed to eliminate the current Advisory Council and have the newborn hearing screening program advised by the Louisiana Commission for the Deaf.  This change was only one of many proposed to transform boards and commissions throughout the state.  After a great deal of discussion with legislators, the Advisory Council proposed change was removed from the list of Bill 156.  

Melinda will inform the Council as to what reporting Boards & Commissions require from them.
Council Positions:  Melinda requested that current council members inform her if they no longer wish to continue serving.  Currently only one vacancy exists which is a representative from La Association of the Deaf.  There has been a nomination and the nominee notified, but no response as of yet.

Dorothy Rodriguez, who served as a representative of the Deaf community, has resigned since she is moving to Texas. Dr. Gershanik stated that a thank you note should be sent to Dorothy for her years of diligent service to the Council.  Melinda asked if anyone has ideas for a replacement for this position to please contact her.

Hands and Voices™ Report:  Mariah Ranko displayed the new poster board which will be used in presentations and exhibits.  Families Helping Families held an Empowerment Forum in the Clearview Mall in Metairie and 3 parents manned the booth to provide awareness and public education of newborn hearing screening, hearing loss and family activities. 
The first fundraiser held May 19 at Rock n’ Bowl in New Orleans was extremely successful. The event raised approximately $5000.00 with over 100 people attending. Planning is currently in progress to hold similar activities in the northern area of the state. 
Mariah reported parent representatives had recently met with the Sertoma Club in Lafayette and the Club is considering donating money to fund a Guide By Your Side ™ Parent Guide for the Lafayette area for 1 year. 
Later this week H & V representatives will be attending the Family Summer Learning Camp held at Louisiana School for the Deaf to talk with parents and professionals. 
During the summer, 3 Parent guides, Mariah Ranko, Nicole DeLeon and Penny Hakim, will be attending the 2013 Hands & Voices Leadership Conference in Wisconsin.
Mariah spoke at the National Cued Speech Association’s board meeting held in April in Monroe, LA.  Also, the Speech Pathologists & Audiologists in Louisiana Schools (SPALS) organization has invited LA H&V to have an exhibit at their annual conference to be held in October in Lafayette.
The latest quarterly H & V newsletter, the Annual LA Hands & Voices report and brochures for both LA H & V and Guide By Your Side were distributed to all Council members present at this meeting.

National EHDI Conference:  Dr. Choojitarom, Dr. Tran, Mrs. Guidry and Mrs. Barahona gave summaries of their attendance at the EHDI Conference held in April in Phoenix, AZ. Each described what they learned to bring home and possibly implement in Louisiana.
Council Discussion of Issues & Concerns: Council members and guests engaged in discussion of possible ways to improve follow-up and intervention services, such as:

· More data collection/analysis on “loss to follow-up” as well as the incidence of hearing loss in the state along with data on unilateral, bilateral and late onset hearing loss.

· Using parent perspectives in training pediatric residents through social media such as YouTube

· Conducting physician education at the annual  LA AAP Potpourri conference by possibly bringing in a national speaker; need to plan at least 1 ½ years ahead of scheduled conference. (Dr. Choojitarom)
· Collaboration with other health agencies such as Kid Med, Medicaid, OPH home visiting programs

· Research statistics and create  a 3-bullet list that can be included on all correspondence and communication with physicians and audiologists as well as other stakeholders (Dr. Jeyakumar will do)

·  Using Grand Rounds to present information at the hospitals (Dr. Gershanik)
· Dr. Suire explained that all families have a “care manager” in the Bayou Health plans and this could be a useful resource for improving follow-up. 
Dr. Jeyakumar asked if EHDI maintains data on parents being told “hearing is okay”.  She is seeing families being told that by both physicians and audiologists, and then later a hearing loss is diagnosed. It was noted that all audiologists performing follow-up testing are not necessarily pediatric audiologists. There are currently no state guidelines for determining “pediatric” qualifications. Wendy Jumonville suggested that perhaps a letter/email from the Advisory Council would better inform providers when such disparities are identified.
 In addition, all children with hearing loss need medical intervention and referrals to specialists whether the family chooses to do hearing habilitation or not.  .
Next Advisory Council Meeting: Thursday, August 22, 2013 from 10 am – 12 pm. Location to be determined
Committee Meetings: Committee meetings cancelled today.
Adjournment: A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Dr. Gershanik and seconded by Dr. Choo.  By unanimous vote the meeting was adjourned at 11:45.
Thank you to Louisiana Hands & Voices Chapter for providing Council members and guests with a delicious lunch following meeting adjournment.

