TENSAS BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT





                   October 08, 2013
     The Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District met for its regular meeting 
Tuesday, at 9:30 A. M. in its office located at 505 District Drive Monroe, Louisiana.
     Mr. Drew Keahey, President, called the meeting to order and requested the Secretary 
call roll with the following present and answering:  Mr. Drew Keahey, President, Caldwell 
Parish; Mr. Reggie Peters, Vice President, Franklin Parish; Mr. Rodney Hutchins, Catahoula 
Parish; Mr. Charles Venable, Mr. James P. Mayo and Mr. Mike Calloway, Ouachita Parish; Mrs. Ramona N. Haire and Mr. Robert Neal Harwell, Richland Parish; Mr. Venoy Kinnaird, Morehouse Parish and Mr. Harlon Nobles, LaSalle Parish. Absent: Mr. Shelton Ruffin, West Carroll Parish.
     Commissioner Reggie Peters opened the meeting with prayer. 
     Others in attendance were: Mr. Paul Colquette and Mr. Ryan McMillan, Department of Transportation and Development, Monroe, La.; Mr. Steve Tew, Legal Counsel, Tensas Basin Levee District; Mr. John Stringer, Executive Director, Tensas Basin Levee District; Mr. Johnny Trisler and Mr. Tracy Hilburn, Maintenance Supervisors, Tensas Basin Levee District; Mr. Chris Colvin and Mr. Brandon Waggoner, Levee District Police, Tensas Basin Levee District.

     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Mike Calloway, seconded by

Commissioner James P. Mayo, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Keahey called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:






RESOLUTION

     WHEREAS, Denmon Engineering, P. O. Box 8460, Monroe, La. 71211-8460 opened and read aloud bids submitted for emergency levee relocation and bank stabilization, East bank of the Ouachita River, Columbia, La. Project No. 12-10-1 at 11:00 A. M., Monday, October 07, 2013 at the office of the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, 505 District Drive, Monroe, Louisiana.
     WHEREAS, the following bids were submitted:

     James Construction Group, LLC, Baton Rouge, La. bid $1,324,807.50
     Dirtworks, Inc. of Vicksburg, Vicksburg, Ms. Bid $1,632,882.50 
     Merrick Heavy Machine, LLC, Cottonport, La. bid $1,758,244.56.

     No bids were submitted on BidSync.

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District does hereby accept the following bid in accordance with letter from Denmon Engineering dated October 07, 2013:

     James Construction Group, LLC, Baton Rouge, La. in the amount of $1,324,807.50.

Virginia Caviness





Drew Keahey

Secretary






President   

     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Reggie Peters, seconded by

Commissioner Venoy Kinnaird, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the
Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Keahey called for public comments and there 
were none, to-wit:






RESOLUTION

     WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District advertised for sale of the following surplus equipment:
     6405 John Deere Tractor Serial # L06405H1227668
     2000 Ford F150 4X2 Truck Serial # 2FTRF17W2YCA50697
     2002 Ford F150 Truck Serial # 1FTRX18W72NB61257
     2008 Ford F350 Crew Cab Truck 4X4 Serial # 1FTW31548EC52479
     2008 Ford F350 Crew Cab Truck 4X4 Serial # 1FTWW31528EC52478
     2008 Ford F350 Crew Cab Truck Serial # 1FTWW31588ED33852
     Bad Boy Mower Serial #03031056
     110 Gallon Diesel L Shape Tank
     WHEREAS, the time having arrived for the opening of bids, the following bids were received, opened and read aloud:

     Garrett Woods, 364 Sanders Road, Harrisonburg, La. 71340 bid $760.00 for the Bad Boy Mower and enclosed a Postal Money Order in the amount of $76.00.

     Raymond Nelson, 4401 Reddix Lane, Monroe, La. 71202 bid $1,662.62 for the Bad Boy Mower and enclosed an Official Check in the amount of $1,662.62.

     Rodger McConnell, 414 Music Road, Monroe, La. 71203 bid $2,505.55 for the 2002 Ford F150 4X4 truck and enclosed Money Order in the amount of $260.00.

     Frank Hamilton, Jr., 1618 Parkview Drive, Monroe, La. 71202 bid $1,000.00 for the Bad Boy Mower and enclosed a Money Gram in the amount of $100.00.

     Jimmy Farmer, P. O. Box 432, Sicily Island, La. 71368 bid $1,485.00 for the 2000 Ford F150 Truck; $2,100.00 for the 2002 Ford F150 Truck; $8,500.00 for the 2008 Ford F.350 Truck Serial # 1FTW31548EC52479; $8,500.00 for the 2008 Ford F350 Truck Serial # 1FTWW31528EC52478’ $6,800.00 for the 2008 Ford F350 Truck Serial # 1FTWW31588ED33852; $585.00 for the Bad Boy Mower and $30.00 for the 110 Gallon Diesel L Shape Tank and enclosed a Cashier Check in the amount of $2,783.00 and a Money Gran in the amount of $20.00.
     David Catching, 18873 Highway 82, Sherman, Tx. 75092 bid $4,500.00 for the 6405 John Deere tractor and $8,125.00 each for the 2008 Ford F350 Truck Serial # 1FTW31548EC52479 AND 1FTWW31528EC52478 and enclosed a Cashier Check in the amount of $2,100.00 .

     James Wiggins, 579 McClanahan Road, Rayville, La. 71269 bid $11,600.00 for the 2008 Ford F350 Truck Serial # 1FTWW31528EC52478 and enclosed Money Order in the amount of $860.00 and $300.00

     Dixie Surplus Machinery, P. O. Box 639, Pollock, La. 71467 bid $13,768.00 for 6405 John Deere Tractor; $2,378.00 for 2000 Ford F150 Truck; $2,768.00 for 2002 Ford F150 Truck and $8,378.00 each for 2008 Ford F350 Serial # 1FTW31548EC52479 and 1FTWW31528EC52478 and $7,268.00 for the 2008 Ford F150 truck and enclosed a Cashier Check in the amount of $4,294.00.

     D Company, Crystal Durham, 40 Reese Creek Blvd., Petal, Ms. 39465 bid $5,077.00 for the 6405 John Deere Tractor; $1,377.00 for the 2000 Ford Truck; $1,777.00 for the 2002 Ford Truck; $6,077.00 for the 2008 Ford Truck Serial # 1FTW31548EC52479; $4,577.00 for the 2008 Ford Truck Serial # 1FTWW31528EC52478; $5,777.00 for the 2008 Ford Truck Serial # 1FTWW31588ED33852; $777.00 for the Bad Boy Mower and $57.00 for the 110 Gallon Diesel L Shape Tank and enclosed Cashier Check in the amount of $2,549.60.

     Southern Belt Autos, 504 St. Paul Avenue, Opelousas, La. 70570 bid $326.56 for the 2000 Ford Truck; $656.65 for the 2002 Ford Truck; $5,600.00 for the 2008 Ford Truck Serial # 1FTW31548EC52479 and $5,765.00 for the 2008 Ford Truck Serial # 1FTWW31528EC52478 and no check enclosed and bid was not considered.

     Rodger McConnell, 414 Music Road, Monroe, La. 71203 bid $751.00 on the Bad Boy Mower and enclosed a Money Order in the amount of $76.00.

     No bids received on Bid Sync.

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following bids were accepted:

     Raymond Nelson, 4401 Reddix Lane, Monroe, La. 71202 bid of $1,662.62 for the Bad Boy Mower.
     Jimmy Farmer, P. O. Box 432, Sicily Island, La. 71368 bid of $8,500.00 for the 2008 Ford F350 Crew Cab Truck Serial Number 1FTW31548EC52479.

     James Wiggins, 579 McClanahan Road, Rayville, La. 71269 bid of $11,600.00 for 2008 Ford F150 Crew Cab Truck Serial Number 1FTWW31528EC52478.

     Dixie Surplus Machinery, P. O. Box 639, Pollock, La. 71467 bid of $13,768.00 for 6405 John Deere Tractor; $2,378.00 for 2000 Ford F150 truck Serial Number 2FTRF147W2YCA50697; $2,768.00 for 2002 Ford F150 Truck Serial Number 1FTRX18W72NB61257 and $7,268.00 for 2008 Ford F350 Crew Cab Truck Serial Number 1FTWW31588ED33852.
     D Company, Crystal Durham, 40 Reese Creek Blvd., Petal, Ms. 39465 bid of $57.00 for 110 Gallon Diesel L Shape Tank.

Virginia Caviness





Drew Keahey

Secretary






President
     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Charles Venable, seconded by
Commissioner Robert Neal Harwell, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Keahey called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:     

                       



RESOLUTION

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas 
Basin Levee District does hereby declare that the reading of the minutes of the regular meeting 
held September 10, 2013 is hereby dispensed with and declared approved as published in the official journal of this board, The Richland Beacon News.

Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey
 Secretary







President



     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Reggie Peters, seconded by 
Commissioner Ramona N. Haire, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Keahey called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:
                                    

RESOLUTION

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas 
Basin Levee District does hereby approve all bills approved by the claims committee for September, 2013.
Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey
Secretary







President
     After discussion, the following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Venoy Kinnaird, and seconded by Commissioner Reggie Peters after President Keahey called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:

RESOLUTION

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District does hereby donate to the Morehouse Sheriff Department a 2011 Chevrolet Tahoe when it becomes available by the Levee District Police.
     VOTING: 

       YES:        Kinnaird, Peters, Venable

        NO:       Calloway, Haire, Harwell, Hutchins, Mayo, Nobles

       ABSTAIN:  Keahey

       ABSENT:    Ruffin

Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey

Secretary







President
Resolution failed by vote.

     The annual Financial Report for year ended June 30, 2013 as prepared by John L. McKowen, CPA, Baton Rouge, La. was presented and reviewed.  President Keahey pointed out no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards were noted.

     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Rodney Hutchins, and seconded by Commissioner Charles Venable, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Keahey called for public comments and  there were none, to-wit:







RESOLUTION

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District does hereby cancel the December 10, 2013.
Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey

Secretary







President
     Financial reports were reviewed after President Keahey called for public comments and there were none.
     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Reggie Peters, seconded by Commissioner Ramona Haire, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Keahey called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:







RESOLUTION

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District does hereby set aside rules which will enable same to discuss:
     Additional right-of-way for bank stabilization, Caldwell Parish

     Attorney Steve Tew contract.

     Bank failure near Lee Lane, Caldwell Parish

     Campsites

Virginia Caviness





Drew Keahey

Secretary






President
    The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Mike Calloway, seconded by 

Commissioner Charles Venable, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the 

Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Keahey called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:







RESOLUTION

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas

Basin Levee District does hereby authorize Mr. John Stringer, Executive Director and Mr. Steve Tew, Attorney to proceed with purchase of additional right-of-way for permanent servitude for Levee Relocation and Bank Stabilization on the East Bank of the Ouachita River, Caldwell Parish as follows:
     CC Storage LLC, Michele Lowry Weems 0.134 acres total cost $740.00.
     CEJ Fitness Center, Caleb Hatten 0.067 acres total cost $370.00.

     David Erskine 0.358 acres total cost $2,500.00. 

Virginia Caviness





Drew Keahey

Secretary






President


     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Rodney Hutchins, seconded by Commissioner Robert Neal Harwell, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Keahey called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:







RESOLUTION

     BE IT KNOWN THAT this agreement is entered into by and between Board of Commissioners of the TENSAS BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT, 701 Julia Street, Rayville, Louisiana 71269 (hereinafter sometimes referred to as "State"), and Robert S. Tew, Attorney at Law, 2022 Forsythe Avenue, Monroe, Louisiana 71201 (hereinafter sometimes referred to as "Counsel").


1.


Counsel hereby agrees to furnish the following services:

     (1)  Attendance at Levee Board meetings and preparation for same;

     (2) Counsel to Board on questions of law arising at meetings, and on questions of law arising                  between meetings requiring resolution prior to the next regular meeting, illustratively                        including these contexts:

            a. Legislation and proposed legislation affecting the Board;

            b. Maintenance of records;

            c. The Board's compliance with all pertinent statutes, ordinances and regulations of various

                governmental entities;

            d. Levee servitudes and crossings, revetments, and channel restoration matters;

            e. Chemical treatment of waterways; 

            f. Mineral and predial leases and servitudes;

            g. Millage adjustments, bonds and revenue;

            h. Ouachita River waterway and other navigable and non-navigable drainage channels within the Tensas Basin Levee District; 

            i. Levee Board land, mineral and timber management;

            j. Purchase of improvements, supplies, and equipment; and

            k. Employee relations

     (3)  Examination of public records and preparation of abstracts of title;

     (4)  Contract and permit negotiation and drafting;

     (5)  Litigation and claims by third parties;

     (6)  Legal research relative to enumerated projects;

     (7)  Notarial work.


These legal services are to be provided under the immediate supervision of the State and subject to secondary review by the Department of Justice, Office of the Attorney General.

2.


In consideration of services described hereinabove, State hereby agrees to pay Counsel as follows:


A fee of $125.00 per hour for attorneys having experience of ten (10) years or more in the practice of law, $45.00 per hour for paralegal services, and $25.00 per hour for law clerk services, as specified in the Maximum Hourly Fee Schedule of the Department of Justice dated January 13, 2004.


The total of all sums payable under this contract (including fees and reimbursement of expenses) shall not exceed $90,000.00.


Counsel will submit, at the end of each calendar month, an itemization of all work performed listing time by date for work performed by hours, down to the quarter of an hour, with specific reference to the nature of the work performed (e.g., drafting of pleadings, research, review of files, etc.).  Invoices for services shall be submitted by Counsel to the State for review and approval. All billings by Counsel for services rendered shall be submitted in compliance with Act 848 of the 1982 Regular Session of the Legislature.


Counsel shall be reimbursed for out-of-pocket expenses in accordance with the regulations issued by the Division of Administration.  Travel time, at the direction and for the convenience of the State, is billable as services if done during normal working hours and if it does not cause service charges for that day to exceed eight (8) hours.  Counsel agrees to comply with the instructions on Attachment #1 when submitting invoices.


Counsel hereby agrees that the responsibility for payment of taxes from the funds thus 

received under this Agreement and/or legislative appropriation shall be said Counsel's obligation and identified under Federal tax identification number of the Tensas Basin Levee District.


.


3.


The Legislative Auditor of the State of Louisiana and/or the Division of Administration Auditors may audit all records of Counsel which relate to this contract.  Counsel shall maintain said records for a period of three (3) years after the date of final payment under this contract.


4.


This contract is in effect for the period commencing September 12, 2013nd ending on 

September 12, 2014.
5.


Counsel shall not assign any interest in this contract and shall not transfer any interest in the same (whether by assignment or novation), without the prior written consent of State, provided however, that claims for monies due or to become due to Counsel from State under this contract may be assigned to a bank, trust company, or other financial institution without such prior written consent.  Notice of any such assignment or transfer shall be furnished promptly to the State and the Direct of the Office of Contractual Review.


6.


Either party shall have the right to cancel this contract, with or without cause, by giving the other party thirty (30) days written notice forwarded to their respective address by certified mail.  State has the right to cancel this contract upon thirty (30) days written notice or less due to budgetary reductions and changes in funding priorities by the State.


7.


Upon completion of this contract, or if terminated earlier, all records, reports, worksheet or any other materials related to this contract shall become the property of the State.

8.


The State and Counsel acknowledge and agree that the Department of Justice has the right to review all records, reports, worksheets or any other materials of either party related to this contract.  The State further agrees that it will furnish to the Department of Justice, upon request, copies of any and all records, reports, worksheets, bills, statements or any other materials of Counsel or State related to this contract.

9.


The continuation of this contract is contingent upon the appropriation of funds by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District to fulfill the requirements of the contract.  If the Board fails to appropriate sufficient monies to provide for the continuation of the contract or such appropriation is reduced for any other lawful purpose, and the effect of such reduction is to provide insufficient monies for the continuation of the contract, the contract shall immediately terminate. Such termination shall be without penalty or expense to the Tensas Basin Levee District except for payments which have been earned prior to the termination date.

10.


Counsel agrees to abide by the requirements of the following as applicable:  Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended by the Equal Opportunity Act of 1972, Federal Executive Order 11246, the Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, the Vietnam Era Veteran’s Readjustment Assistance Act of 1974, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the Age Act of 1972, and contractor agrees to abide by the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.


Counsel agrees not to discriminate in its employment practices, and will render services 

under this contract without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, veteran status, political affiliation or disabilities.


Any act of discrimination committed by Counsel, or failure to comply with these statutory obligations when applicable shall be grounds for termination of this contract.

11.


This contract is not effective until approved by the Director of the Office of Contractual Review in accordance with LA. R.S. 39:1502.  It is the responsibility of the contractor to advise the State in advance if contract funds or contract terms may be insufficient to complete contract objectives.

Virginia Caviness





Drew Keahey
Secretary






President
     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Harlon Nobles, seconded by Commissioner Mike Calloway, and unanimously adopted by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Keahey called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:






RESOLUTION

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District does hereby authorize Mr. John Stringer, Executive Director, to investigate possible needed repairs, including engineering fees, to bank caving on the Ouachita River levee 
on Lee Lane, Caldwell Parish, Louisiana.
Virginia Caviness





Drew Keahey

Secretary






President
     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Rodney Hutchins, seconded by Commissioner Reggie Peters, and unanimously adopted by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Keahey called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:







RESOLUTION

     WHEREAS, Steven Freeman, P. O. Box 466, Texas City, Texas 77590 entered into a campsite lease agreement with the Tensas Basin Levee District for Campsite BHB-3A located in Catahoula Parish, Louisiana.

     WHEREAS, said campsite agreement was signed by Steven Freeman on May 20, 2004.

     WHEREAS, in the campsite lease, paragraph eleven (11) states in part a campsite shall not sublet without first obtaining written consent of the Tensas Basin Levee District and paragraph eight (8)  states in part grantee shall have thirty (30) days after termination in which to remove all property and equipment placed or installed by it on the premises with any property or equipment remaining on the premises at the end of such thirty (30) day period shall be deemed to have been abandoned by Mr. Fisher and shall become the property of the Tensas Basin Levee District.
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Steven Freeman sublet Campsite BHB-3A without prior written consent of the Tensas Basin Levee District.

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Mr. Steve Tew, legal counsel, Tensas Basin Levee District is hereby instructed to terminate said lease between Steven Freeman and the Tensas Basin Levee District dated May 20, 2004 on Campsite BHB-3A in accordance with paragraphs eight (8) and eleven (11).
Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey   
Secretary







President
      President Keahey called for public comments and there were none. 

     President Drew Keahey declared that there being no further business to come before the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District at this time, the meeting 
is adjourned.

Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey
Secretary







President














	

















			
























































