     The Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District met for its regular meeting Tuesday, May 10, 2011 at 9:30 A. M. in its office located at 505 District Drive Monroe, Louisiana.
     Mr. Harris Brown, President, called the meeting to order and requested the Secretary call roll with the following present and answering:  Harris Brown, President, Charles Venable and James P. Mayo, Ouachita Parish; Drew Keahey, Vice President, Caldwell Parish; Rodney Hutchins, Catahoula Parish; Ramona N. Haire and Robert Neal Harwell, Richland Parish; Venoy Kinnaird, Morehouse Parish and Harlon Nobles, LaSalle Parish.  Absent: Reggie Peters, Franklin Parish and Shelton Ruffin, West Carroll Parish.
     Commissioner Rodney Hutchins opened the meeting with prayer. 
     Others in attendance were: Mr. Paul Colquette and Mr. Ryan McMillan, Department of Transportation and Development, Monroe, La.; Mr. John Stringer, Executive Director, Tensas Basin Levee District; Mr. James W. Berry, Legal Counsel, Tensas Basin Levee District and Mr. W. T. Riles, Maintenance Supervisor and Mr. Johnny Trisler, Maintenance Supervisor, Tensas Basin Levee District.

     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Rodney Hutchins, seconded by Commissioner Harlon Nobles, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Brown called for public comments and thee were none, to-wit:







RESOLUTION

     WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioner of the Tensas Basin Levee District advertised for surface leasing for hunting rights for a period of five years the following:

     That certain 22 acre tract or parcel of land located in Section 13, 14, 23 and 24, Township 5 North, range 5 East, Louisiana Principal Meridian, Land District North of Red River, Catahoula Parish, Louisiana.
     WHEREAS, the time having arrived for the opening of bids and there were none received.

     THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District does hereby agree not to offer this parcel of land for lease at the present time. 
Virginia Caviness






Harris Brown
Secretary







President
     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Ramona N. Haire, seconded by Commissioner Venoy Kinnaird, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Brown called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:






RESOLUTION

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District does hereby declare that the reading of the minutes of the regular meeting held April 12, 2011 is hereby dispensed with and declared approved as published in the official journal of this board, The Richland Beacon News.

Virginia Caviness






Harris Brown

Secretary







President



     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Harris Brown, seconded by Commissioner Drew Keahey, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Brown called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:
                                    

RESOLUTION

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District does hereby approve all claims approved by the claims committee for April, 2011.
Virginia Caviness






Harris Brown

Secretary







President
     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Charles Venable, seconded by

Commissioner Harlon Nobles, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Brown called for public input and there was none, to-wit:






RESOLUTION

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District does hereby authorize the President and Secretary to advertise for bids for official journal and supplying of fuel commencing July 01, 2011 and ending June 30, 2012.
     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that bids shall be received up until 7:30 A.M., June 14, 2011 at P. O. Box 68, Rayville, Louisiana 71269 and 708 Julia Street, Suite 101B, Rayville, Louisiana and up until 9:30 A. M. June 14, 2011 at 505 District Drive, Monroe, Louisiana 71202-6862 at which time bids shall be opened and read aloud.

Virginia Caviness






Harris Brown   

Secretary







President
     President Brown and Mr. John Stringer, Executive Director provided up-to-date information concerning the 2011 flooding of the Mississippi River.  They stated the Ouachita River is estimated to crest on May 27, 2011 at 38 feet with the flood gates being closed at 30 feet.  They further stated the Mississippi River will crest on May 19, 2011 at Vicksburg, Mississippi at 57.50 feet which will exceed the 1927 flood, with it being 51 plus feet at this time.  There are no problems anticipated by the Tensas Basin Levee District and certainly no levee breaches.  Mr. Stringer further stated it is not known what will happen if we have a levee breach in northeast Louisiana or southward.  They stated the Bonnet Carre Spillway is partially opened now with the Morganza Spillway to be opened later this week or early next week.   

     Financial statements were reviewed with Mr. Stringer stating the Tensas Basin Levee District could spend as much as six million dollars next year for repairs/levee setbacks on the Ouachita River.  President Brown pointed out the Levee District Police is on site in Southeast Arkansas aiding the Southeast Arkansas Levee District with patrolling the Mississippi River levees and our maintenance department could also be asked to assist with flood fight which could cause overtime pay in both departments.

     Mr. James “Jim” Berry, Attorney, ask that Mr. Theo J. Coenen, III be remembered as he suffered loss of life on Sunday, April 24, 2011.

     President Harris Brown called for public comments and there were none. 
     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner James Mayo, seconded by Commissioner Ramona N. Haire, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Brown called for public input and there was none, to-wit:







RESOLUTION

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that there being no further business to come before the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District at this time, the meeting is adjourned.

Virginia Caviness






Harris Brown

Secretary







President














	

















			
























































