TENSAS BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT





         APRIL 12, 2016
     The Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District met for its regular meeting 
Tuesday, at 9:30 A. M. in its office located at 505 District Drive Monroe, Louisiana.
     Mr. Drew Keahey, President, called the meeting to order and requested the Secretary 
call roll with the following present and answering:  Mr. Drew Keahey, President, Caldwell 
Parish; Mr. Rodney Hutchins, Vice President, Catahoula Parish; Mr. Ashley Peters, Franklin Parish; Mr. Charles Venable, Mr. Mike Calloway and Mr. Jonathan Johnson, Ouachita Parish; Ms. Ramona N. Haire and Mr. Robert Neal Harwell, Richland Parish; Mr. Ben D. Zeagler, LaSalle Parish and Mr. Venoy Kinnaird, Morehouse Parish. Absent: Mr. Shelton Ruffin, West Carroll Parish.  
     President Drew Keahey opened the meeting with prayer followed by Mr. Tracy Hilburn leading in pledge of allegiance.  
     Others in attendance were: Mr. Burch Pierce, Jonesville, Louisiana; Mr. Scott Williams, Vick, Louisiana; Mr. Keith LeComb, Marksville, Louisiana; Mr. Ryan McMillan and Mr. Sam Hodge, Department of Transportation and Development, Monroe, La.; Mr. Steve Tew, Attorney, Monroe, La.; Mr. John Stringer, Executive Director, Tensas Basin Levee District; Mr. Johnny Trisler and Mr. Rick Vandevender, Maintenance Supervisors, Tensas Basin Levee District, Mr. Tracy Hilburn, Operations Superintendent, Tensas Basin Levee District and Mr. Brandon Waggoner, Captain, Levee District Police, Tensas Basin Levee District.
     President Keahey welcomed new members to the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, Mr. Jonathan Johnson, Monroe, Ouachita Parish, Louisiana and Mr. Ben D. Zeagler, Jena, LaSalle Parish, Louisiana.

     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Rodney Hutchins, seconded by

Commissioner Venoy Kinnaird, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of

the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Drew Keahey called for public comments

and there were none, to-wit: 






RESOLUTION

     WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District advertised for surface leasing for the following:
     Lot No. 1 and 4, being all that part of NW ¼ of NE ¼ and NE ¼ of NW ¼ and SW ¼ of NE ¼ of Section 23, Township 14 North, Range 6 East lying East of Big Creek and North of Section 38(Francisco Degarsa Riquette) containing 60 acres more or less located in Franklin Parish for hunting purposes for a five year period.

     WHEREAS, the time having arrived for the opening of bids, the following bids were received, opened and read aloud:

     Richard Morris, 140 Highway 618, Winnsboro, Louisiana bid $16.25 per acre per year. 

     Adam Faulk, 852 Faulk Road, Winnsboro, Louisiana bid $15.50.00 per acre per year.    
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District does hereby accept that certain bid of Richard Morris for $16.25 per acre per year for a five year period. 
Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey

Secretary







President

     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Mike Calloway, seconded by

Commissioner Ramona N. Haire, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the
Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Drew Keahey called for public comments and there 
were none, to-wit:

                       



RESOLUTION

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas 
Basin Levee District does hereby declare that the reading of the minutes of the regular meeting 
held March 08, 2016 is hereby dispensed with and declared approved as published in the official journal of this board, The Richland Beacon News.

Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey
 Secretary







President



     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Ramona N. Haire, seconded by 
Commissioner Rodney Hutchins, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Drew Keahey called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:
                                    

RESOLUTION

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas 
Basin Levee District does hereby approve all bills approved by the claims committee for March, 2016.
Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey
Secretary







President
     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Charles Venable, seconded by Commissioner Robert Neal Harwell, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Drew Keahey called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:





RESOLUTION

     NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that a State of Emergency is hereby declared to exist throughout the entire Tensas Basin Levee District area as a result of the severe weather caused by excessive rain fall received commencing March 08, 2016, the effects of which continue as of this date.

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District does hereby authorize Mr. John C. Stringer, Executive Director, to take any activity authorized by law which he deems appropriate in response with this declaration.

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED this State of Emergency declaration shall remain in effect until the high water issued has been resolved and the flash flooding cease.
 

Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey

Secretary







President
     The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Venoy Kinnaird, seconded by Commissioner Ashley Peters, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Drew Keahey called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:






RESOLUTION

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District does hereby authorize the President and Secretary to advertise for bids for surface leasing for hunting purposes the following described property for a period of five years:

     NE¼ of NW1/4 of Section 15, T12N, R9E, Franklin Parish, La. containing 39.97 acres more or less.

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that bids shall be received up until 7:30 A. M., May 10, 2016 at the office of the Tensas Basin Levee District, P. O. Box 68, Rayville, La. 71269 and 708 Julia Street, Suite 101B, Rayville, La. 71269 and up until 9:30 A. M., May 10, 2016 at 505 District Drive, Monroe, La. 71202, at which time bids shall be opened and read aloud.  

Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey
Secretary







President

    Financial reports were reviewed and discussed after President Keahey called for public comments and there were none. Mr. John Stringer, Executive Director pointed out flood fight to date has cost $174,000.00 plus $72,000.00 in overtime wages. He further stated FEMA should reimburse no less than seventy-five per cent of these cost.  Mr. Tracy Hilburn stated it could take from four to six months for FEMA to actually reimburse the Levee District for flood fight cost.
        The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Rodney Hutchins, seconded by Commissioner Robert Neal Harwell, and passed unanimously by the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District, after President Drew Keahey called for public comments and there were none, to-wit:






RESOLUTION

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District does hereby waive the seven day rule which will enable same to recognize the following:



Mr. Burch Pierce, Mr. Scott Williams and Mr. Keith LeComb

Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey

Secretary







President

     Mr. Scott Williams advised there was a levee constructed in 1990 by private land owners in Catahoula and Avoyelles Parishes with levee being approximately seven miles in length. He further stated nothing has been done to one miles of the levee for the past twenty five years and request the Levee Board do whatever they could to improve this mile of levee as there are large trees grown on/in it and it is deteriorating.  He further stated water came very close to this levee during the high water of March, 2016 which caused much concern. Mr. Steve Tew, Attorney stated the Levee District can’t spend public money on private projects.  Only thing we could do was take the levee into our system and go from there per Mr. Tew.  Mr. Williams stated U. S. Congressman Dr. Ralph Abraham has viewed the problem and has a meeting with the Corps of Engineers on May 15, 2016 and he will discuss the problem mile of levee with them.  Mr. Stringer suggested the Levee District wait and talk with U. S. Congressman Dr. Ralph Abraham after he converses with the Corps of Engineers.

     Mr. Tracy Hilburn advised there have been two pumps lost during the flood fight commencing March 08, 2016 being Brown Lake and David Lake. He further stated the pump at Brown Lake will cost approximately $100,000.00 to repair and we are renting a pump until that can be achieved with the cost being approximately $70,000.00. He further stated the Levee Board is talking with the Ouachita Parish Police Jury as to taking over Chauvin Pump Station.  President Keahey along with other Commissioners commended the workers of the Tensas Basin Levee District for a job well done in fighting the high waters.  They further stated everyone has worked hard and we want them to know we appreciate it.   They further stated we have good workers in our system.  Mr. Ben Zeagler expressed his pleasure in being appointed as Commissioner of the Tensas Basin Levee District and knows he has big shoes to try to fill by replacing Mr. Harlon Nobles.

    President Keahey called for public comments and there were none. 

     President Drew Keahey declared that there being no further business to come before the Board of Commissioners of the Tensas Basin Levee District at this time, the meeting 
is adjourned.

Virginia Caviness






Drew Keahey
Secretary







President














	

















			
























































