
SOUTHEAST LOUISIANA FLOOD PROTECTION AUTHORITY – WEST (SLFPA-W)
Minutes of the Regular Meeting

September 26, 2011
The SLFPA-W Board of Commissioners met at approximately 5:04 PM on September 26, 2011, in the Board room at the SLFPA – W office, 7001 River Road, Marrero, Louisiana. 
Ms. Maclay opened a Public Hearing at approximately 5:04 PM to consider levying additional or increased millage rates without further voter approval or adopting the adjusted millage rates after reassessment and rolling forward to rates not to exceed the prior year’s maximum for the Algiers Levee District. Ms. Maclay called for public comments. Mr. Miserendino advised the Board that the millage calculations from the Orleans Parish Assessor had not yet been received.

After discussion by the Commissioners, Ms. Maclay announced the Public Hearing would be rescheduled (pending receipt of the millage calculations from the Assessor) to Monday, October 24, 2011 at 5:00 PM at Our Lady of Holy Cross College – Moreau Center, 4123 Woodland Drive, New Orleans, Louisiana 70131.

Ms. Maclay adjourned the Public Hearing at approximately 5:06 PM.

Immediately following the Public Hearing, Ms. Maclay called the Board meeting to order and directed Mr. Dauphin to call the roll.

In attendance were Mr. Dauphin, Ms. Maclay, Mr. Morgan, and Mr. Viera. Mr. Merritt, Dr. Westerink and Mr. Wilkinson were absent. Also in attendance were Mr. Miserendino, Mr. Spohrer, Mr. Avant, Mr. Lestelle, also in attendance were Kevin Wagner and Julie Vignes of the USACE and Harold Daigle of OCPR. 
After recognizing the guests attending tonight’s meeting, Ms. Maclay led all in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.

It was moved by Mr. Morgan, seconded by Mr. Dauphin and unanimously approved by Commissioners in attendance to accept and approve the minutes of the August 22, 2011 meeting. 
There were no public comments.

Mr. Miserendino presented a Director’s Report on the activities, meetings and issues of SLFPA – W and its member districts in September.

Mr. Dauphin reported on the activities, meetings and issues of the Finance, Administration, Legal and Public Information Committee in September.
Mr. Viera reported on the activities, meetings and issues of the Technical, Operations and Maintenance Committee in September. Mr. Viera asked that he delay his report on the activities of the Tiger Team studying issues with WBV-14c.2 until later in the meeting.
Mr. Morgan reported on the activities, meetings and issues of CPRA in September.
Mr. Miserendino reported there were no activities or meetings of ALBL in September.
It was moved by Mr. Dauphin, seconded by Mr. Morgan and unanimously approved by the Commissioners in attendance to approve bills for payment and accept financial statements as submitted for the Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Authority – West and its member districts.
It was moved by Mr. Dauphin, seconded by Mr. Morgan and unanimously approved by the Commissioners in attendance to authorize the Finance Committee Chairman and President to review and approve the 2011 audit of the Authority and to execute any documents required to evidence Board approval.
It was moved by Mr. Dauphin, seconded by Mr. Viera and unanimously approved by the Commissioners in attendance to accept and approve the Compliance Questionnaire for the Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Authority – West and to evidence that approval by its execution by the President and Secretary-Treasurer, all in connection with the 2010 – 2011 audit.
It was moved by Mr. Dauphin, seconded by Mr. Viera and unanimously approved by the Commissioners in attendance to authorize the President to negotiate a contract with Henderson Auctions, and to further authorize the President to execute any contracts, agreements and documents to carry out the intent of this action.

It was moved by Mr. Dauphin, seconded by Mr. Morgan and unanimously approved by the Commissioners in attendance to defer the resolution to adopt the adjusted millage rate(s) for the Algiers Levee District until the Public Hearing to address the ad valorem tax assessment is reconvened on October 24, 2011.

It was moved by Mr. Dauphin, seconded by Mr. Morgan and unanimously approved by the Commissioners in attendance to defer the resolution to set forth the adjusted millage rate(s) and roll forward to millage rate(s) not exceeding the maximum authorized rates(s) for the Algiers Levee District until the Public Hearing to address the ad valorem tax assessment until the next Board meeting on October 24, 2011.

At this point, Ms. Maclay adjourned the meeting for a short break.

At 6:06 PM, Ms. Maclay reconvened the meeting, to continue a discussion that was begun earlier, during Mr. Viera’s report. Mr. Merritt joined the meeting via telephone; he reported on the status of the Tiger Team’s study in regard to the scheduled trenching activities at WBV-14c.2. Ms. Maclay led the ensuing discussion. Mr. Wagner and Ms. Vignes responded on behalf of the USACE. The Commissioners unanimously agreed that Ms. Maclay should telephone Colonel Fleming to discuss the Board’s continued concern about this matter.

Mayor Shaddinger, of the City of Westwego, was recognized by Ms. Maclay to address the Commissioners. He thanked them for their efforts to point out to the USACE deficiencies found by SLFPA – W inspectors in the local levee system. He expressed gratitude that the Board was successful in addressing these concerns without alarming the public.

Ms. Maclay announced that the next regular meeting of the Authority will be at Our Lady of Holy Cross College – Moreau Center, 4123 Woodland Drive, New Orleans, Louisiana 70131, on Monday, October 24, 2011 at 5:00 PM.

The agenda being completed, Ms. Maclay declared the meeting adjourned at approximately 7:04 PM.
______________________________

Susan H. Maclay, President
______________________________

Paul R. Dauphin, Secretary-Treasurer
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