SOUTHEAST LOUISIANA FLOOD PROTECTION AUTHORITY – WEST (SLFPA-W)
Minutes of the Regular Meeting

February 28, 2011
The SLFPA-W Board of Commissioners met at approximately 5:01 PM on February 28, 2011, in the meeting room at Moreau Center, Our Lady of Holy Cross College, in New Orleans, Louisiana. 
Ms. Maclay called the meeting to order and directed Mr. Dauphin to call the roll.

In attendance were Mr. Dauphin, Ms. Maclay, Mr. Merritt, Mr. Morgan, Mr. Viera, Dr. Westerink and Mr. Wilkinson. Also in attendance were: Mr. Miserendino, Mr. Spohrer, Mr. Avant, and Mr. Lestelle of The Ehrhardt Group. Also in attendance were Mr. McMenis of OCPR and several members of the Corps of Engineers.
Ms. Maclay led all in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Moved by Mr. Morgan, seconded by Mr. Viera and unanimously approved by Commissioners in attendance to accept and approve the minutes of the January 24, 2011 meeting.

It was moved by Mr. Wilkinson, seconded by Mr. Merritt and unanimously approved by Commissioners in attendance to accept the agenda as presented.

Mr. Lestelle introduced Ms. Mary Fein, a new staff member at The Ehrhardt Group. There were no other public comments.
Mr. Miserendino reported on the activities, meetings and issues of SLFPA – W and its member districts in February. He also presented a prototype of the Levee Information Management System – Emergency Operations System Module (LIMS-EOS). 
Mr. Dauphin presented a report on the activities, meetings and issues of the Finance, Administration, Legal and Public Information Committee in February.
Mr. Wilkinson reported on the activities, meetings and issues of the Technical, Operations and Maintenance Committee in February.
Mr. Morgan reported on the activities, meetings and issues of CPRA in February.
Mr. Viera reported on the activities, meetings and issues of ALBL in February. 
Moved by Mr. Dauphin, seconded by Mr. Merritt, and unanimously approved by Commissioners in attendance to approve bills for payment and accept financial statements as submitted for the Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Authority – West and its member districts. 
Moved by Mr. Dauphin, seconded by Mr. Merritt, and unanimously approved by Commissioners in attendance to ratify the contract negotiated by the President with C. Bud Taulli Construction Co. for slope mowing services.
Moved by Mr. Dauphin, seconded by Mr. Merritt, and unanimously approved by Commissioners in attendance to authorize the President to renew a contract for emergency catering services with Base Logistics, LLC, and to further authorize the President to execute any contracts, agreements and documents to carry out the intent of this action.
Moved by Mr. Wilkinson, seconded by Mr. Morgan, and unanimously approved by Commissioners in attendance to authorize the President to execute an amended agreement with Entergy Louisiana, LLC to grant Right-of-Way Instruments for one parcel of land owned by the West Jefferson Levee District in Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana.
Moved by Mr. Dauphin, seconded by Mr. Merritt, and unanimously approved by Commissioners in attendance to authorize the President to enter into such Contracts, Memorandum of Agreements and/or Cooperative Endeavor Agreements as are necessary to expeditiously facilitate the development and acquisition of a Regional web-based Levee Information Management System-Emergency Operations Support Module (“LIMS-EOS Module”), the overall objective of which shall be to support Emergency Operations on a regional level by accurately tracking and planning the status (open/closed) of floodgates, valves and flood defense openings during a high tide, high river and/or storm event within a web-based environment that allows local, regional, state and federal emergency officials to instantly access the same critical information.

Moved by Mr. Wilkinson, seconded by Mr. Morgan to acquire certain tracts of land owned by the Parish of Jefferson required for access to the West Bank and Vicinity, WBV-14e.2, V-Levee, East of the Vertex project.
The foregoing resolution was read in full, the roll was called on the adoption thereof, and the resolution was adopted by the following votes:

Yeas: Mr. Morgan, Mr. Wilkinson, Mr. Viera, Mr. Dauphin, Dr. Westerink

Nays: None

Abstain: Mr. Merritt

Absent: None 
In New Business, Mr. Miserendino distributed copies to the Commissioners of the draft budget for SLFPA – W and its member districts for the 2012 fiscal year. He provided a brief review of the document, telling the Commissioners to study it before its presentation for approval at an upcoming Board meeting.
Mr. Dauphin presented proposed amendments to the Bylaws. He led a brief discussion and announced that the proposed amendments will be presented for a vote at the next regular Board meeting.
At this point, Ms. Maclay adjourned the meeting for a short break.

After the break, Ms. Maclay noted that she has grave concerns regarding the 700-foot demonstration section of WBV MRL co-located levees. She requested that Board members with technical backgrounds make a site visit and report their findings. Mr. Miserendino, on behalf of the Technical, Operations and Maintenance Committee, presented several issues with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) proposed interim measures to bring these levees up to the 100-year level of protection. Representatives of the USACE, who were in attendance, briefly addressed the presented concerns.  After further discussion, Ms. Maclay asked Mr. Wilkinson to consider calling a special meeting of the Technical, Operations and Maintenance Committee to provide the USACE with an opportunity to address these issues in depth.
Ms. Maclay spoke briefly about requests for public records received from Dennis Woltering of WWL-TV and Lee Zurik of WVUE-TV; these were promptly sent by the administration. She said she would be interviewed this week by Mr. Woltering for a news segment devoted to Authority travel expenses and public information contracts.
Dr. Westerink requested the date of the April meeting to be changed to April 29, 2011. The Board agreed to make this change to the schedule.
Ms. Maclay announced that the next regular meeting of the Authority will be at the SLFPA – W Office, 7001 River Road, Marrero, Louisiana on March 28, 2011 at 5:00 PM.
The agenda being completed, Ms. Maclay declared the meeting adjourned at approximately 7:30 PM.
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