LOUISIANA STATE BOARD OF ELECTROLYSIS EXAMINERS

MEETING MINUTES (APPROVED)

DATE AND TIME: Monday, March. 2, 2015, 8:00 AM

LOCATION:  Louisiana Municipal Association Building, 700 North 10th Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

The meeting was called to order by Ms. Freeman at 8:05 AM 

Roll Call: 

Tonya Freeman, Chair 

Julie Bennett, Treasurer 

Nicole Rogers, Physician to the board 

Public Input: No public was present.

Reading of the Minutes: This was done by Dr. Rogers for the meeting on Dec 15th, 2014.  One correction was made, and then Ms. Bennett made a motion to accept the minutes as amended and Dr. Rogers seconded the motion. All board members voted to accept the amended minutes. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Ms. Bennett reported that the current balance is $22,605.53.  There were 3 credits of $4,275. There were five debits of $567. One check returned. The particular licensee paid the $150 late fee for 2014 license (and the check cleared) but the applicant’s check for $100 for their 2015 license was returned NSF. Ms. Freeman had sent them a letter but has not heard back yet. The bank charges us $7.50 for NSF. We are waiting on 2 more electrologists to send in their $50 late fees.

Dr. Rogers made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report, which Ms. Freeman seconded and the board voted to accept it as is. 

Report from Board Members: 
UPDATING LA TRAC WEBSITE

Ms. Freeman reported that she received a certified letter in the mail that we have 90 days to put reports (and minutes) on the LA Trac database or our board would be terminated by the legislature. Dr Rogers agreed to post the last two sets of minutes. We also need to post the budget. Ms. Freeman agreed to send the budget to Dr. Rogers in order to post it. Dr. Rogers explained that our LA Trac website login automatically times out every 3 months, which makes the login process so onerous. Ms. Freeman reminded the board members to inform the other board members if a password is changed. (Angelique Freel arrived at 8:20am). Ms. Freel said it was fine for the group to email passwords to each other. 

Ms. Freeman brought the board’s attention to 2 certificates that were issued by Deborah Walker showing how she had taught laser hair removal. One certificate was issued to a licensee on 11/12/11 and another certificate was issued on 7/30/11. Dr. Rogers offered to send these to the LSBME just to have on file. 

Six electrologists have still not renewed. Two mailed their checks in February, back-dated their checks for December, and had no CEU’s provided. Ms. Freeman explained that the board must go by the postmark, not the date on the checks. She sent them both letters explaining that we need their CEU’s and we need their $50 late fee. 

UPDATING LICENSE RENEWAL FORM


Ms Freeman explained that for each license renewal, she has to submit their social security number to the state, to be sure they don’t owe child support and aren’t delinquent on student loans.  She suggested 2 changes to the renewal application, 1) to include their social security number, and 2) to include their home address (if no business address and they are working out of the home). 

In discussing the storage and security of people’s social security numbers (SS#), Ms. Freel said that if we ever got a public request for applicant’s information, we would just need to redact their SS# before sending anything out. She seemed to think it would be ok to save their SS# on the board computer. Ms. Freeman explained that she does have to submit applicant’s SS# to the state every year despite previous information suggesting that it was only needed for new applications. Two applicants still have not submitted their SS#’s in the last 2 years, and Ms. Freeman has not sent them their licenses. The board discussed how it is not known whether they are practicing and this must be investigated. 

Ms. Freel suggested that we change the wording to say “CEU’s are due at the time of renewal. Failure to do so will result in a $50 late fee.” She offered to review the form to help make the language stronger.

COMPLETION OF CEU’s

Ms. Freeman explained how many applicants think they have 6 months to turn in their CEU’s but expect they will get their license immediately. This is a major problem because in reviewing previous files Ms. Freeman found numerous people who never did submit CEU’s. Ms. Freeman explained that one applicant even tries to use the inspection of her microdermabrasion machine as CEUs. The board agreed that this did not seem appropriate. Ms. Freeman explained that in cases where she was in fact responsible for sending the licenses late, she sent letter of apology and most were very understanding.  Some applicants are still calling Cheryl Drago because their CEU’s do not meet the guidelines.

Per the last meeting’s discussion, Ms. Freeman called the AEA and found out that .6 = 6 hours, so the applicant with 2.6 points from the AEA actually had 26 hours of CEU’s. Ms. Freeman made sure this applicant got the appropriate credit in her application. 

ADMINISTRATIVE/ATTORNEY CONTRACT


Ms. Freeman reported that the computer has been fixed, and that electrologist listings have been made more easy to access. For some people there are addresses that don’t match. Ms. Freeman is going to return to the office soon to make sure the addresses are updated. 


Ms. Freeman said she signed the attorney contract. Ms. Freel said she has not yet seen the contract but that there were some changes to the wording in terms of procurement fees. She was not aware of her hourly fee but stated that this is something that is set by the Attorney General and we really don’t have control over it. Ms. Freel said she hardly ever bills the board anyway, but the board encouraged her to bill us properly. Dr. Rogers explained that we need her and don’t want to feel guilty calling her. So she should bill the board properly. Ms. Freel will send us the contract as soon as she sees us. 

COMMUNICATION


Ms. Freeman said she will continue to contact the other board members prior to the meetings for items to be added to the agenda. Ms. Freel explained that we can have discussion over email but that we cannot make decisions over email or phone. It would be preferable to not have all board members on the same email to avoid the appearance of creating group consensus outside of a formal state board meeting.

BOARD MEMBERS


Ms. Freeman explained that Ms. Bennett wants to resign off the board. Ms. Freel encouraged the board to notify the boards and commissions as soon as possible. She said we should tell them we are a small board and have a board member who would like to resign. Just because the number decreases, the quorum stays the same. We still must have 3 members present in order to make decisions. There is a holdover provision that prevents someone from resigning. Ms. Bennett is ‘forced’ to stay on the board until a new member is appointed. Ms. Freel said that many boards have had difficulty getting the governor’s office to appoint someone. Because this is an election year we should start the process as soon as possible. 

REPORTS


Ms. Freeman stated that we are up to date with most of our other reports to the state. Sandy sent a 12 page printout on all the things our board needs to do every month. 

New Business

We have a new student and her paperwork so far is up to date.  She is not due to test until July or August 2015. She is in Cheryl Dragos’ program.

LEA MEETING


Dr. Rogers explained that Sandra Martinez is having an LEA meeting on Saturday April 11th in New Orleans. She would find out if non-LEA members could attend, and pay a non-member fee. This would make CEU’s more accessible to electrologists.

UNLICENSED ELECTROLOGISTS

Ms. Freeman explained that there are 6 people possibly practicing without a license. One is allegedly taking thousands of dollars from her clients. We need to make a list of everyone who is practicing without a license. We would like to do inspections but must first finalize the cease and desist form. For the next meeting, the board planned to vote on sending out the cease and desist forms. Ms. Freeman agreed to email the existing form to Ms. Freel for review prior to the next meeting. There was some discussion as to whether to send the forms certified or regular mail, knowing that some electrologists will not pick up their certified mail. Dr. Rogers suggested sending certified mail to all six, and for those who do not pick it up, presenting the cease and desist forms in person. 

The board agreed on the next meeting dates as follows: 

-May 4th, 2015 at 8:00 am to be held at the Louisiana Municipal Association Bldg

-August 3rd, 2015 at 8:00 am

-November 2nd, 2015 at 8:00 am

Meeting was adjourned at 9:15 AM. 

