LOUISIANA STATE BOARD OF ELECTROLYSIS EXAMINERS

MEETING MINUTES (APPROVED)

DATE AND TIME: Dec. 15, 2014, 8:00 AM

LOCATION:  Louisiana Municipal Association Building, 700 North 10th Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

The meeting was called to order by Ms. Freeman at 8:25 AM 

All attendees were delayed by an accident on I-10 westbound.

Roll Call: 

Tonya Freeman, Chair 

Julie Bennett, Treasurer 

Nicole Rogers, Physician to the board 

Public Input: No public was present.

Reading of the Minutes: This was done by Dr. Rogers for the meeting on June 9th, 2014.  The minutes had been transcribed by Dr. Rogers and emailed to Ms. Freeman before the meeting.  Three corrections were made, and then Ms. Bennett made a motion to accept the minutes as amended and Dr. Rogers seconded the motion. All board members voted to accept the amended minutes. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Ms. Bennett reported that the ending balance as of 5/31/14 was  $17,836.75. Two checks were written, one for $35 to the Louisiana Municipal Association, and $300 for rent. Ms. Freeman explained that she forgot to pay the internet bill for November but paid $100 for the December and November bills together. Dr. Rogers asked how the balance was $2000 lower than the last meeting and Ms. Freeman was not sure without the last bank statement in front of her. Ms. Freeman explained that she has a $1000 deposit to make and that people will start renewing this December.  Dr. Rogers made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report, which Ms. Freeman seconded and all voted to accept it as is. 

Report from Board Members: 

Dr. Rogers said she did hear back from the LSBME regarding the unconfirmed report by an electrologist that Deborah Walker was teaching laser hair removal.  They apparently looked into the issue and did not find any evidence to confirm that she is performing laser hair removal herself.  A copy of the letter was emailed to Ms. Freel our attorney. Ms. Freeman said she does have evidence that Deborah Walker was teaching CEU’s and we may still want to submit this to the medical board.

The group discussed that we need to keep records for at least 3-5 years and how we could clean out a lot before we need to purchase more cabinets. Ms. Freeman stated that we could at least consider cleaning out files for electrologists who have deceased.

Ms. Freeman reported how after the last meeting in June, the group went to the office and worked to update the logo on the letterhead with the new secretary of DHH (Kathy Kliebert). 

Ms. Freeman stated that a client noticed that her license also has the old logo. The logo will need to be updated on all new licenses being issued henceforth.  She explained that we currently have 2 computers. One (the older one) prints instructor license every year but the program cannot be transferred to the new computer. 

Ms. Freeman’s client (who works for the state, in the Office of Telecommunications Management) said we can buy a new program to install into the existing computer, and offered to help her set this up. Dr Rogers asked if there could be a conflict of interest but after some discussion it did not seem like there would be.


Ms. Freeman received a complaint that now that Cheryl Drago is no longer offering Planet Drago (REAL) symposiums, it is now much harder for electrologists to get their credits. They can go to LEA meetings that are in New Orleans or do the home study program through Planet Drago which costs $180 ($65 per course plus the cost of books).  AEA also offers credits through the internet but many courses are required to get 3 hours of credit. Ms. Freeman asked that we consider other sources of credit for CEU’s.  Dr. Rogers asked if the REAL people would consider attending an LEA meeting because she has sent physician colleagues to speak. Not all electrologists are even invited to attend LEA because only members will receive the materials. Ms. Freeman showed an example of CEU’s from an electrologist (totaling 2.6 CEUs for credits earned through the AEA, when 3.0 credits were required.  Classes like “50 shades of herb” “social media making sense of the madness” and ‘laser hair removal” were discussed as not meeting the requirements of the LSBEE. Dr Rogers suggested contacting the AEA to find out how the credits translate to time, because the applicant’s transcript seemed like it took a lot of credits to still total less than 3.0 CEU’s. Dr. Rogers expressed a thought that marketing and social media aspects seemed reasonable to include, but Ms. Freeman said if we do it for one we must do it for everyone.  The group agreed to send her a letter to at least tell her we would not accept the CEU about laser hair removal. In the meantime the group deferred  approving that applicant’s CEU’s until the AEA could be contacted about point conversion and the content of courses like “A Spoonful of Sugar”.   

Ms. Freeman reported that another applicant had CEU’s entitled ‘Safeguards against crime,” which Ms. Bennett agreed did not seem pertinent.  Ms. Freeman also reported an application with the course “Steps to positive criticism” with 10 contact hours from a nursing program. Another applicant submitted CEU’s for a course on Alzheimers. The group agreed unanimously that these courses would not be accepted based on the LSBEE state guidelines.


Ms. Freeman said she did not get a package for the budget. Instead she had to submit an 86-page report and get it notarized first. She worked based on last year’s budget in order to do it Sandy has also sent Ms. Freeman an email with a list of what to do every month. She has a report due on travel expenses that she will work on tomorrow. 

Ms. Freeman reported that she received application materials from Ms. Angelique Freel to be our attorney again. She did not bring a copy of the contract to the meeting but the board agreed to approve her (and allow Ms. Freeman as chair to sign the contract). Dr. Rogers made a motion to reinstate Ms. Freel as our attorney, contingent on her hourly rate being less than $100, Ms. Bennett 2nded the motion and all voted in favor. Everyone agreed that we need her advice regarding how to handle electrologists working without a license and how to start cleaning out old files.

Ms. Freeman stated that since we don’t have any jurisdiction over unlicensed electrologists, that we remove ‘has not renewed license for the year” from the Cease and Desist notice. The group was unsure about this without an attorney present. Dr. Rogers explained how it is a problem even in dermatology when people practice outside of their licensure and training.  Ms. Freeman expressed a desire for the Cease and Desist form to also be posted on the front door of the business. Dr. Rogers made a motion to amend the wording to say “This notification must be posted on front door of business and in all treatment areas.” Ms. Bennett seconded this and all voted in favor to amend the wording as such.

Ms. Freeman reported that the board was credited back $35 for the meeting that was scheduled for September and subsequently rescheduled to today. 


Dr. Rogers updated the group with the new contact for Bobby Jindal’s office. It used to be Leslie Hill.  Now it is Sara Cambon and her email is sara.cambon@la.gov She was going to look into getting us an assistant for the board.  Sue Israel is in charge of the boards and commissions website (where we must upload the agenda prior to the meeting). Her phone number is 225-342-7189 and her email is sue.israel@la.gov.

Dr. Rogers asked if LEA was going to have a spring meeting again but the group did not know. She also asked if Cheryl Drago was permanently not doing any more REAL meetings and Ms. Freeman explained they were a lot of work for Cheryl and possibly not. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:25am. 

Next Meeting date: 

-January 19th, 2014 at 8:00 am to be held at the Louisiana Municipal Association Bldg

