REGULAR MEETING

August 6, 2014

The Board of Commissioners for the Lafourche Basin Levee 

District met this day in regular session at its official domicile 

at 21380 Hwy. 20 in Vacherie, Louisiana and was called to order 

by its President Robert LeBlanc at 6:00 pm.


Present: COMMISSIONERS…, John Boughton, St. James Parish; Vice-President, Michael McKinney, Sr., Ascension Parish; Whitney Jasmin, Jr., St. John Baptist Parish; Wayne Waguespack, St. James Parish; President, Robert LeBlanc, Assumption Parish; James Jasmin, St. James Parish; Russell Loupe, St. Charles Parish; Leonce Carmouche, Assumption Parish; Joseph Dantin, St. Charles Parish; and Marlin Rogers, St. Charles Parish were present.

 
A quorum was present to conduct business.


Messrs. Larry Buquoi, Attorney; Randy Trosclair, Executive

Director; and Kristi Vicknair, Administrative Assistant 5 were present

Clinton Rouyea, Accountant was absent.


The meeting opened with a prayer and the pledge of allegiance to 

the flag.


There were no audience comments in reference to agenda items. 


On motion of Commissioner Carmouche, seconded by Commissioner James

Jasmin, and unanimously approved, the minutes of the Regular meeting of July
9, 2014 be accepted and filed in the minutes of the Board.



On motion of Commissioner Carmouche seconded by Commissioner 
McKinney and unanimously approved, the following report of cash
available for distribution of the month of June 30, 2014 be accepted and
filed in 
the minutes of the Board.
   FIRST AMERICAN BANK:    

    Checking account balance April, 2014                   644,280.19
    Deposits: Revenues/Refund                               27,366.88
              Matured D-Notes                              105,762.00
              Interest on Checking                              11.50
              Funds Transferred In                         101,066.64      
    Total Deposits/Transfers In                        $   234,206.64
    Total Cash Available                               $   878,486.83
    Cash Disbursements: Operating Expenses                 229,122.15
                        Purchased D-Notes                  431,001.44
                        Funds Transferred Out              101,066.26
   Total Disbursements/Transfers Out                   $   761,189.85
  FIRST AMERICAN BANK BALANCE July, 2014               $   117,296.98
  INVESTMENTS: Discount Notes                          $12,584,952.41
  TOTAL CASH AND INVESTMENTS FOR: July, 2014           $12,702,249.39

On motion of Commissioner Dantin, seconded by Commissioner Rodgers, the following resolution was proposed and unanimously adopted.


BE IT RESOLVED, that the request from St. Charles Parish President V.J. St. Pierre, Jr. to the Lafourche Basin Levee District to expropriate a parcel of land 250’ X 30’ for an access road servitude from owners Fahrig Sons, LLC which is needed for the West Bank Hurricane Protection Levee Phase I Magnolia Ridge – Access Road, be granted



On motion of Commissioner Carmouche, seconded by Commissioner McKinney, the following resolution was proposed and unanimously adopted.


BE IT RESOLVED, that the request from St. James Parish for Lafourche Basin Levee District to participate in cost sharing this proposed contract for permitting and evaluation of the Bayou Verret and Bayou Napoleon dredging project, be granted



On motion of Commissioner Dantin, seconded by Commissioner Rodgers, the following resolution was proposed and unanimously adopted.


BE IT RESOLVED, that any Commissioner attending the Mississippi River Commission meeting a board Motor Vessel “Mississippi” on Friday August 22, 2014 in Houma, Louisiana is hereby authorized to attend.


FURTHER, millage incurred by those attending shall be reimbursed.


Personnel Committee Chairman Russell Loupe requested that an item be add to the agenda.  The appointment of Assistant Executive Director for the Lafourche Basin Levee District and amending the Executive Director’s contract as per Senate Bill No. 282, Act No. 858 which became law August 6, 2014.


Commissioner James Jasmin, seconded by Commissioner Boughton made a motion to discuss the Assistant Executive Director position. 


Commissioner Loupe, made a motion to hire Ivy Chauvin as the Assistant Executive Director.  James Jasmin wanted to go on record to table to the item due to the fact that he is part of the Personnel Committee and prior to today’s meeting he had no input or knowledge of the bill and it was not discussed with the Personnel Committee as to who would be hired or the qualifications for this position. He recommend that this item be tabled to discuss these matter further and again went on record as saying the Lafourche Basin Levee District should advertise for this position just like all other personnel is hired. Additionally, he said that he believes there were discussions prior to this meeting about this position and anytime something is discussed outside of the Board’s meetings it is unlawful and unethical. He stated the Board has until February 15, 2015 to make its decision. 

On motion by Commissioner James Jasmin, seconded by Commissioner McKinney to table the item a roll call was taken.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the resolution to table the item to hire an Assistant Executive Director hereby fails with the following roll call:
YEAS: 2
NAYS: 8
ABSTAINED: 0
ABSENT 0


BE IT RESOLVED, that a roll call vote was taken to hire Ivy Chauvin as Assistant Executive Director with a salary of $85,000 hereby passes with the following roll call:

YEAS: 8
NAYS: 0
ABSTAINED: 2
ABSENT 0


BE IT RESOLVED, the Board hires Ivy Chauvin as a unclassified employee in the position of Assistant Executive Director with a salary of $85,000, be granted



Commissioner Loupe, seconded by Commissioner Carmouche made

a motion to discuss the Executive Director position.


On a motion by Commissioner Carmouche, seconded by Commissioner

Boughton the following resolution was proposed and adopted.

BE IT RESOLVED, the Board agrees to amend Executive Director Randy Trosclair’s contract to increases his salary from $115,000 to $135,000, be granted.


Mr. Glenn Ledet with CB&I gave an update on the Lafourche Basin Levee District Hurricane Protection Project. 

On a motion by Commissioner Carmouche seconded by James Jasmin

the following resolution was proposed and unanimously adopted.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the request from CB&I to amend Geotech’s contract for the soil boring task for the same amount of money, be granted.



Commissioner Carmouche made a motion to adjourn and Commissioner 
 Loupe seconded his motion.

                                         President
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