MINUTES OF THE GRAND ISLE INDEPENDENT 

LEVEE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2013
11:00 A.M.

The Grand Isle Independent Levee District met on Thursday, November 7, 2013, at 
11:00 a.m. in a regular meeting at the Grand Isle Multiplex Center with the following commissioners:

Present:  3 Commissioners – David Camardelle, Kelly Besson, Sr. and Arthur Bellanger  

Absent: 0 
President Camardelle called the meeting to order and then led with the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by a prayer.

A motion was made by Commissioner Besson, seconded by Commissioner Bellanger and unanimously agreed to approve the minutes of the meeting held on October 22, 2013 as read.

President Camardelle stated that he has been attending meetings in Baton Rouge concerning funding of additional breakwaters. He also stated that the Governor’s Office thanked him and the levee board on taking the necessary steps needed to help preserve Elmer’s Island. President Camardelle also wants to thank Wildlife and Fisheries and the Governor’s Staff for their help with the Elmer’s Island Project. President Camardelle also stated that the levee board would like to see the air strip on Elmer’s Island become a reality in the near future.
President Camardelle stated that he will be attending a meeting in New Orleans with the US Army Corps of Engineers Colonel next Monday. Wayne Keller, Director, Andy Galliano, President and the port engineer, Mo Saleh will also be attending the meeting to discuss the funding needed to dredge Bayou Rigaud which will help the business industry by getting the draft needed to load and unload utility boats off the docks on Grand Isle.

President Camardelle thanked Senator Alario and Representative Jerry “Truck” Gisclair on helping the levee board get funds from Capital Outlay which will be installing additional segmented rock breakwaters on the north side of Grand Isle. President Camardelle also thanked Senator Landrieu, Senator Vitter and Representative Scalise on their continued fight on the flood maps and changes to the insurance rates for homes through the state in flood zone areas.
President Camardelle also stated that he is meeting with representatives from BP to help restore Fifi Island by using the dredge material from Bayou Rigaud and planting trees to add more bird nesting areas and attract more tourists to come visit.

A motion was made by Commissioner Bellanger, seconded by Commissioner Besson and unanimously agreed to approve the expenses associated with operating the levee board.

A joint motion was made by the Commissioners of the levee district to pay one half of the invoice for towing the one ton truck when it broke down leaving Baton Rouge on the way to the island.

A joint motion was made by the Commissioners of the levee board to authorize Shaw Coastal, Inc. to prepare plans, specifications and permits for the construction rock breakwaters needed to help with the battle from high tides and severe weather conditions. The President is also authorized to sign any and all documents needed to execute a contact with Shaw Coastal, Inc.

The commissioners discussed the feasibility of adding another breakwater on the western end of the island by the bridge to help with curtail tidal conditions. The rocks stopped before the bridge and left a big gap that needs another breakwater.  

A motion was made by Commissioner Besson, seconded by Commissioner Bellanger and unanimously agreed to adjourn the meeting at 11:48 a.m.
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