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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana 70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax    (225) 387-4742
September 10, 2025

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held in the office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, September 10, 2025. President Tommy Thibodeaux called the meeting to order. A quorum was present with the following members present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH

Kenneth Gordon


West Baton Rouge

Mark Guillory


St. Landry

Spencer Harvey


Ascension

Clayton Hurdle


Iberville 

Jacques LaCour


Point Coupee
Earl Matherne


Assumption
Sean McGee



Iberia



Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee



Gary Spillman


West Baton Rouge

Tommy Thibodeaux

St. Martin

Andrew Zito



Iberville
Absent: 
Daniel Hebert


Iberville

Jody Meche



St. Martin

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING

Will Tyson



Executive Director

Richard Sparks


Superinendent
Nicholas Rockforte


Levee Board Attorney



Travis Johnson


CPRA



Mike DeFalco


Auditor




Kristy Jewell


Human Resource Specialist
Crissi Canezaro


Administrative Program Specialist B
Tiffany Weber


Administrative Program Specialist B
Mollie Olinde


Administrative Coordinator
                                                                    * * * * 
Commissioner Andrew Zito moved, seconded by Commissioner Spencer Harvey, to add a resolution to the agenda as Item #16. A roll call vote was called as follows:

Yeas:
Commissioners Gordon, Guillory, Harvey, Hurdle, LaCour, Matherne, McGee, Rockforte, Spillman, Thibodeaux, and Zito

Nays:
None

Absent and not voting: Commissioners Hebert and Meche

The resolution passed unanimously.

                                                                    * * * * 
President Tommy Thibodeaux asked for public comments. Hearing none, he proceeded with the agenda as presented. 
                                                                    * * * * 
After review Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Gary Spillman and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of August 6, 2025, and that they be published in the official journal. 
                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Mike Defalco presented the audit report for the board’s review. Mr. Defalco asked to extend his contract for an additional three years for $11,000 each year, which will discuss at October board meeting for approval. Commissioner Gary Spillman moved, seconded by Commissioner Kenneth Gordon, and unanimously carried to the 2024 – 2025 audit.
                                                                    * * * * 
RESOLUTION 

Moved by Commissioner Earl Matherne, seconded by Commissioner Nickie Rockforte, and

unanimously carried:

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District learned

with deepest regret and sincere sorrow of the death of Mark Engemann on 

August 27, 2025, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Engemann was an active and respected member of the Board of 

Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District from January 2, 1997 until 

May 19, 2004, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Engemann will be missed by many who were close to him and who cherished his friendship.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of this Board do hereby express its

condolences to the family of Mr. Mark Engemann, and its deepest regrets upon his death, that this Resolution be incorporated and made a permanent part of the Minutes of this Board, and further that a copy of this Resolution be presented to the Engemann Family, so that they may know of our sincere appreciation of the life of Mr. Engemann and of our sincere regrets in his passing:

Vote:


Yeas:    Commissioners Kenneth Gordon, Mark Guillory, Spencer Harvey, Clayton Hurdle, Jacques LaCour, Earl Matherne, Sean McGee, Nickie Rockforte, Gary Spillman, Tommy Thibodeaux and Andrew Zito

Nays:
 none


Absent and not voting:   Commissioners Daniel Hebert and Jody Meche

The vote in favor thereof being unanimous, the resolution was declared duly adopted.

I, Kristy Jewell, Secretary for the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy

of excerpts of the Minutes of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, a Regular Meeting held in Port Allen, Louisiana, on Wednesday, September 10, 2025
                                                                             /s/Kristy Jewell, Secretary


Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Nickie Rockforte to approve the resolution. A roll call vote was called as follows:

Yeas:
Commissioners Gordon, Guillory, Harvey, Hurdle, LaCour, Matherne, McGee, Rockforte, Spillman, Thibodeaux, and Zito

Nays:
None

Absent and not voting: Commissioners Hebert and Meche

The resolution passed unanimously.

                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Will Tyson advised the board of a right of entry request from the Corps of Engineers for slide repairs in Iberville Parish. Commissioner Sean McGee moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve the request.

                                                                    * * * * 
Travis Johnson of CPRA was present but had no report.

                                                                    * * * * 
After discussion, the board agreed to establish a committee to meet and make recommendations relative to board room modifications. The staff in the office will also be included on the committee to discuss the options.
                                                                    * * * * 
Commissioner Sean McGee moved, seconded by Commissioner Nickie Rockforte and unanimously carried to approve an optional pay increase for James Gonzales. 

                                                                    * * * * 
The commissioners reviewed the monogram that will be used on the Commissioner’s uniform shirts. All commissioners were asked to notify the office staff of the size they request.
                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Nicholas Rockforte advised the board that he has no new legal matters, but he is sending a request for an opinion by the Attorney General relative to the statute that limits expenditures to $5,000 for travel. After receipt of the opinion, we may need to consider legislation to update the statute.
                                                                    * * * * 
Commissioner Sean McGee moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne, and unanimously carried to authorize the staff to advertise for a hunting lease in St. Martin Parish.

                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Will Tyson advised the board that our Worker’s Compensation rating is extremely low for a public entity. 
                                                                    * * * * 
The Annual ALBL conference will be held in New Orleans December 3-4, 2025. Mr. Tyson asked the commissioners to advise the office staff if they plan to attend so that they can handle registration and room reservations.

                                                                    * * * * 
The next levee inspection with the Corps of Engineers will be held October 21-23 and one day in November. Commissioners should let the staff know if they plan to attend.
                                                                    * * * * 
                                                             RESOLUTION

Moved by Commissioner Earl Matherne seconded by Commissioner Andrew Zito and unanimously carried:

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District by this resolution, expresses support for the asphalt paving of the lower levee road along the West Atchafalaya Basin River Levee from Butte LaRose (St. Martin Parish) to Krotz Springs (St. Landry Parish); and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners feel these repairs will improve traffic flow; and create alternate emergency hurricane evacuation routes, (as well as traffic detours necessary to improve traffic flow during accidents that create road closures on the I-10 Atchafalaya Basin Bridge; and

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee

District do hereby formally express support for this viable and needed project;

Vote on Roll Call:

Yeas:  
Commissioners Kenneth Gordon, Mark Guillory, Spencer Harvey, Clayton Hurdle, Jacques LaCour, Earl Matherne, Sean McGee, Nickie Rockforte, 


Gary Spillman, Tommy Thibodeaux, and Andrew Zito                                                                                                                                                                                            

Nays:         none

Absent:       Commissioner Daniel Hebert and Jody Meche

* * * * *

I, Kristy Jewell, Secretary for the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of

Resolution adopted September 10, 2025, at the Regular Meeting, the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District, Port Allen, Louisiana.

/s/Kristy Jewell, Secretary

Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Andrew Zito to approve the following resolution. A roll call vote was called as follows:

Yeas:
Commissioners Gordon, Guillory, Harvey, Hurdle, LaCour, Matherne, McGee, Rockforte, Spillman, Thibodeaux, and Zito

Nays:
None

Absent and not voting: Commissioners Hebert and Meche

The resolution passed unanimously.

                                                                    * * * *

There being no further business to come before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Clayton Hurdle and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting. 
_______________________________

__________________________________
Kristy Jewell, Secretary

Tommy Thibodeaux, President

________________________________

Linda Alwood, Contract Stenographer
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