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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana  70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax     (225) 387-4742

                                        

September 4, 2013







A Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at the Office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, September 4, 2013.  President John Grezaffi called the meeting to order.  Mrs. Janice Jarreau called the roll.  The following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH

Gerald Alexander


Ascension

Glenn Angelle


Iberia

Bill Flynn



West Baton Rouge 

John Grezaffi


Pointe Coupee 

Daniel Hebert


Iberville

Karen Jewell


Iberville 

Moise LeBlanc


St. Martin

Harry Marionneaux


Iberville  

Earl Matherne


Assumption 

Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee

Barry Soileau


St. Landry

Absent: 


Cory Chustz



West Baton Rouge 

Gerald LeGrand


St. Martin

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING


Rick Dugas



CPRA

Cecil Tessier


Assistant Executive Director

Richard Sparks


Levee Board Operations Superintendent

Kristy Jewell 


Human Resource Analyst

Steve Marionneaux


Levee Board Attorney

Tiffany 
Weber


Accounting Specialist 
Will Tyson



Executive Director

Janice Jarreau


Administrative Program Manager


* * * * *


President John Grezaffi asked for any public comments.  Hearing none, he proceeded with the meeting agenda.  The commissioners reviewed the minutes from the August 7, 2013 board meeting.  Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve the minutes as presented, and that the minutes be published in the official journal of the Board.  


                                                                         * * * * *


Mr. Will Tyson advised the commissioners that Shell Pipeline Company is seeking to expand its existing pipeline transportation infrastructure, and proposed a 36” pipeline to carry crude oil from St. James, Louisiana to Port Arthur, Texas.  Shell is requesting a right of way from the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District.  Mr. Tyson said he talked with the State Lands office.  They receive from $35 - $45 per rod for a twenty year term, with an option for an additional 20 year lease.  The Levee District must put this out for bid, and Mr. Tyson asked if the commissioners want to follow the twenty year term with the option for an additional twenty years.  Also, we must set a minimum rate per rod.  Mr. Steve Marionneaux advised the commissioners that his research shows that the normal rate is $350 - $500 per rod.  He suggested we might consider setting the minimum bid at $350 per rod.  After discussion, Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Glenn Angelle and unanimously carried to request the Levee Board Attorney and Executive Director come back to the board with a proposal using $350 per rod as the minimum bid, with a twenty year option.  Commissioner Moise LeBlanc said we should consider including that the company pays by the rod, as well as for damages.  

                                                                        * * * * *

Mr. Tyson reported he has two right of entry requests from the Corps of Engineers.  He said one of the requests is for revetment repairs on the Mississippi River, and the other is on the Atchafalaya River.  Commissioner Gerald Alexander moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve the requests.  

                                                            * * * * *

Mr. Rick Dugas of CPRA addressed the Board.  He said he is coordinating with Mr. Richard Sparks to get together for the September 30-October 1 levee inspection.

                                                                        * * * * *

The Board reviewed a revised organization chart for the Levee District.  Commissioner Gerald Alexander asked that the vacant Commissioner position in St. Mary Parish be abolished, since they are no longer under the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District.  Commissioner Nickie Rockforte moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to approve the revised Organizational Chart with this change to abolish the St. Mary Parish Commissioner position.

                                                                        * * * * *

Mr. Steve Marionneaux reported that there has been some movement relative to the relief well project near New Roads.  He said two weeks ago he met with Mr. Norbert Schexnayder and Mr. David Lakvold, who are both Commercial Appraisers.  We are now waiting to get the two appraisals and with that, we will make an offer to the landowner.  He said we may need to call a special meeting of the Board if negotiations fails so that we are unable to purchase the property rights.  

                                                                     * * * * *

The Board reviewed a request to assign an Oil and Gas Lease from Theophilus Oil, Gas & Land Services, Inc. to McMoran Oil & Gas, LLC.  Commissioner Gerald Alexander moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve the assignment.  

                                                                    * * * * *

Mr. Tyson advised the commissioners that earlier the Board approved an agreement with the Parish of Ascension, but later determined we needed a resolution.  Commissioner Karen Jewell moved, seconded by Commissioner Gerald Alexander and unanimously carried:  

                                                           SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1R E S O L U T I O N

Moved by Commissioner Karen Jewell, seconded by Commissioner Gerald Alexander,

and unanimously carried: 

WHEREAS, the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District is joining the Parish of Ascension to

control the rising number of abandoned properties, to slow urban blight, and to revitalize

economically depressed areas by placing abandoned properties back into economic stream

of commerce and back on tax rolls, and

WHEREAS, the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District and the Parish of Ascension, with the Local Services Law, agree to provide for the orderly payment at the time of the sale of property, in whole or in part, of charges listed on the tax rolls, all penalties, interest, and charges and liens 

of the members imposed upon the property; and to provide for the Parish to cancel past due ad valorem taxes, penalties, interest and charges and liens of the members imposed pursuant to state law and the Plan of the Government of the Parish of Ascension, and

WHEREAS, the Members authorize the recording of the Agreement in the conveyance and

and mortgage records of the Clerk of Court for the Parish of Ascension to establish the Parish’s

authority to act on behalf of the other Members, and

WHEREAS, the Parish of Ascension agrees to indemnify and hold harmless all other Members

of this Agreement for any and all actual damages which it may be cast with as a result of the 

Parish’s negligent administration of this program and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District hereby

joins the Parish of Ascension in proceeding with this Project.

Vote on Roll Call:

Yeas:
    Commissioners Gerald Alexander, Glenn Angelle, Bill Flynn, John Grezaffi,

                Daniel Hebert, Karen Jewell, Moise LeBlanc, Harry Marionneaux, Earl Matherne,

                Nickie Rockforte, and Barry Soileau.

Nays:

 None

Absent and not voting: Commissioners Cory Chustz and Gerald LeGrand.

The vote in favor thereof being unanimous, the resolution was declared duly adopted.

I, Janice G. Jarreau, Secretary for the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy

of resolution adopted September 4, 2013, Regular Meeting, the Board of Commissioners 

for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District, Port Allen, Louisiana.









/s/Janice G. Jarreau
Yeas: 

Commissioners Alexander, Angelle, Flynn, Grezaffi, Hebert, Jewell, LeBlanc, Marionneaux, Matherne, Rockforte, Soileau

Nays:

None

Absent and not voting:  Commissioners Chustz and LeGrand

                                                                     * * * * *

Commissioner Glenn Angelle moved, seconded by Commissioner Nickie Rockforte and unanimously carried to approve the following professional service contracts:  Air Control Engineering, Inc; B & P Supply; Baton Rouge Duplicating; Verma Systems; Mary Sue Stages, CPA, APAC; Stephen H. Marionneaux, Attorney; and Linda Alwood, Stenographer.

                                                                     * * * * *

There being no further business to appear before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.

_________________________________             

Janice Jarreau, Secretary                                        John Grezaffi, President

________________________________

Linda Alwood, Stenographer

An Equal Opportunity Employer

