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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana 70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax    (225) 387-4742
October 1, 2025

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held in the office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, October 1, 2025. President Tommy Thibodeaux called the meeting to order and declared a quorum present.  The following members were present:
COMMISSIONER


PARISH

Kenneth Gordon


West Baton Rouge

Mark Guillory


St. Landry

Clayton Hurdle


Iberville 

Jacques LaCour


Point Coupee
Earl Matherne


Assumption


Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee



Gary Spillman


West Baton Rouge

Tommy Thibodeaux

St. Martin

Andrew Zito



Iberville
Absent: 
Spencer Harvey


Ascension

Daniel Hebert


Iberville

Sean McGee



Iberia

Jody Meche



St. Martin

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING

Will Tyson



Executive Director
Nicholas Rockforte


Levee Board Attorney



Travis Johnson


CPRA



Kristy Jewell


Human Resource Specialist
Crissi Canezaro


Administrative Program Specialist B
Tiffany Weber


Administrative Program Specialist B
Mollie Olinde


Administrative Coordinator
                                                                    * * * * 
Commissioner Jacques LaCour moved, seconded by Commissioner Kenneth Gordon, to add consideration of an insurance 
quote for the new boardroom to the agenda as Item #17. A roll call vote was called as follows:

Yeas:
Commissioners Gordon, Guillory, Hurdle, LaCour, Matherne, Rockforte, Spillman, Thibodeaux, and Zito

Nays:
None

Absent and not voting: Commissioners Harvey, Hebert, McGee, and Meche

The motion passed unanimously.

                                                                    * * * * 
President Tommy Thibodeaux asked for public comments. Hearing none, he proceeded with the agenda as presented. 
                                                                    * * * * 
A meeting of the Gate Subcommittee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at 3:00 p.m., Wednesday, September 10, 2025, at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana. Chairman Nickie Rockforte called the meeting to order and declared a quorum present. The following members were present:

Nickie Rockforte, Chairman

Clayton Hurdle, Vice Chairman

Kenneth Gordon, Member

Andrew Zito, Member 

Gary Spillman, Member (arrived late)

Tommy Thibodeaux, Ex Officio

Absent:

Daniel Hebert, Ex Officio

Also present:

Spencer Harvey

Will Tyson, Executive Director

Richard Sparks, Superintendent

Kristy Jewell, Human Resources Specialist

Crissi Canezaro, Administrative Program Specialist B

Tiffany Weber, Administrative Program Specialist B

Mollie Olinde, Administrative Coordinator
1. Review a permit request from Bryan Poole in West Baton Rouge Parish: 

After review, Commissioner Gary Spillman moved, seconded by Commissioner Clayton Hurdle and unanimously carried to pass the gate permit request from Bryan Poole of West Baton Rouge Parish.

There being no further business to come before the subcommittee, the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Nickie Rockforte, Chairman
/s/Clayton Hurdle, Vice Chairman

/s/Kenneth Gordon, Member 
/s/Andrew Zito, Member

/s/Gary Spillman, Member 
/s/Tommy Thibodeaux, Ex Officio

Commissioner Kenneth Gordon moved, seconded by Commissioner Gary Spillman and unanimously carried to approve the Gate Subcommittee recommendation.

                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Will Tyson presented a right-of-entry request related to a dredging project, which primarily impacts the levees due to the need for parking access along the levee beginning at the Baton Rouge riverfront on the west side. Commissioner Clayton Hurdle moved, seconded by Commissioner Gary Spillman and unanimously carried to approve the request. 
                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Nicholas Rockforte asked the board to go into Executive Session to discuss some legal matters. Commissioner Mark Guillory moved, seconded by Commissioner Gary Spillman and unanimously carried to go into executive session. A roll call vote was called as follows:

Yeas:
Commissioners Gordon, Guillory, Hurdle, LaCour, Matherne, Rockforte, Spillman, Thibodeaux, and Zito

Nays:
None

Absent and not voting: Commissioners Harvey, Hebert, McGee, and Meche

The motion passed unanimously.

* * * *
Commissioner Gary Spillman moved, seconded by Commissioner Kenneth Gordon and unanimously carried to move back into open session.  A roll call vote was called as follows:

Yeas:
Commissioners Gordon, Guillory, Hurdle, LaCour, Matherne, Rockforte, Spillman, Thibodeaux, and Zito

Nays:
None

Absent and not voting: Commissioners Harvey, Hebert, McGee, and Meche

The motion passed unanimously.

Commissioner Gary Spillman moved, seconded by Commissioner Mark Guillory and unanimously carried to rescind the previous motion passed by the board to request an Attorney General’s Opinion relative to the travel fees allowed annually.
                                                                    * * * *

Commissioner Mark Guillory moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve the annual professional service agreements for the CPA, Legal Counsel, Stenographer, Computer/I.T. Services, HVAC System Maintenance, Cleaning Services and Copy Machine Maintenance.
                                                                    * * * *

According to the public bid law, we must take the bids under advisement to make sure the bids meet the specifications of the bid and it should be voted on at the next meeting.  Commissioner Gary Spillman moved, seconded by Commissioner Mark Guillory and unanimously carried to maintain the process we are now using for opening and awarding bids.
                                                                    * * * *

Commissioner Clayton Hurdle moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to adopt a resolution in favor of restarting the Lower Mississippi River Comprehensive Management Study.  A roll call vote was called as follows:

Yeas:
Commissioners Gordon, Guillory, Hurdle, LaCour, Matherne, Rockforte, Spillman, Thibodeaux, and Zito

Nays:
None

Absent and not voting: Commissioners Harvey, Hebert, McGee, and Meche

The resolution passed unanimously.

                                                                    * * * *

Commissioner Mark Guillory moved, seconded by Commissioner Andrew Zito and unanimously carried to approve renewing the contract with our Louisiana Legislative Auditor for three years at the rate agreed upon. 

* * * *

Commissioner Gary Spillman moved, seconded by Commissioner Andrew Zito and unanimously carried to remove the artistic project of the boardroom, including painting and pictures, from the contractor’s contract. A committee was formed to handle this work, and they will meet October 29, 2025.

                                                                    * * * *

Mr. Will Tyson advised the board of the annual levee inspection schedule. He asked any board members who wish to participate to let the staff know. 
                                                                    * * * *

The Annual Conference will be held in New Orleans December 3-4, 2025. Board members should let the staff know if you plan to attend.

                                                                    * * * *

Commissioner Gary Spillman moved, seconded by Commissioner Kenneth Gordon to approve the quote for $4 million insurance coverage for the buildings, effective immediately. The motion passed, Mr. Thibodeaux abstained for the vote. 

                                                                    * * * *

There being no further business to come before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Andrew Zito and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting. 
_______________________________

__________________________________
Kristy Jewell, Secretary

Tommy Thibodeaux, President

________________________________

Linda Alwood, Contract Stenographer
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