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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana  70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax     (225) 387-4742








October 1, 2014







A Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at the Office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, October 1, 2014.  President John Grezaffi called the meeting to order.  Mrs. Janice Jarreau called the roll.  The following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH

Gerald Alexander


Ascension
Glenn Angelle


Iberia  (arrived late)
Cory Chustz



West Baton Rouge 
Bill Flynn



West Baton Rouge 
John Grezaffi


Pointe Coupee 
Karen Jewell


Iberville 
Moise LeBlanc


St. Martin

Harry Marionneaux


Iberville  

Earl Matherne


Assumption

Barry Soileau


St. Landry

Absent: 

Daniel Hebert


Iberville 
Gerald LeGrand


St. Martin

Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee


Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING


Rhonda Braud


CPRA

Steve Marionneaux


Levee Board Attorney

Richard Sparks


Levee Board Operations Supt.

Cecil Tessier


Assistant Executive Director

Janice Jarreau


Administrative Program Manager

Crissi Canezaro


Accounting Technician
Tiffany Weber


Accounting Specialist
Kristy Jewell


Human Resource Analyst

Will Tyson



Executive Director

                                                                  * * * * *
Mr. Will Tyson asked that two items be added to the agenda.  (1)  Information from Corps of Engineers relative to annual maintenance dredging and (2) Right of Entry request from the Corps of Engineers for parking at the various job sites during the dredging.  Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne to add the two items to the agenda.  A roll call vote was called as follows:

Yeas:

Commissioners Alexander, Chustz, Flynn, Grezaffi, Jewell, LeBlanc, Marionneaux, Matherne and Soileau

Nays:

None

Absent and not voting:  Commissioners Angelle, Hebert, LeGrand and Rockforte

The vote being in favor thereof, the motion passed.

      * * * * *

President John Grezaffi asked for any public comments.  Hearing none, he proceeded with the meeting agenda.  








      * * * * *
The Commissioners reviewed the Minutes from the September 4, 2014 Board meeting.  Mr. Will Tyson advised the Board that work has been started at W-52.  The Corps of Engineers has removed the stone that was laid for temporary stabilization.  Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to approve the minutes as presented, and that the minutes be published in the official journal of the Board.






      * * * * * 
A meeting of the Insurance/Finance Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at 3:30 p.m., Wednesday, September 24, 2014, at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana.  Chairman Daniel Hebert called the meeting to order.  The following members were present:

Daniel Hebert, Chairman 
Earl Matherne, 1st Vice Chairman
Cory Chustz, 2nd Vice Chairman
Moise J. LeBlanc, Member

Karen Jewell, Member

Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman

John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman
Absent:

None
Also Present:
Commissioner Gerald Alexander
Commissioner Glenn Angelle

Commissioner Harry Marionneaux

Mary Sue Stages, Levee Board CPA

Janice Jarreau, Administrative Program Manager

Kristy Jewell, Human Resource Analyst

Crissi Canezaro, Accounting Technician
Cecil Tessier, Assistant Executive Director

Richard Sparks, Levee Board Operations Superintendent

William Tyson, Executive Director, Levee Board

Steve Marionneaux, Levee Board Attorney
1. Discuss and Review 2013-2014 Audit Report – Ms. Mary Sue Stages, CPA, addressed the committee.  She distributed copies of the Basic Financial Statement, with supplemental information schedules for the year 2013-2014.  She reported the levee board had no issues with compliance this year.  In reference to the financial statement, the Investments of the District are up and Capital Assets increased.  The Current Liabilities are down.  Our change in net position of Net Revenues increased.  Ms. Stages pointed out that on the Balance Sheet; we have Committed Fund Balances for equipment replacement/repair , Flood Emergencies  and  for Operations.  There is also a balance  in assigned funds for current operations.  By committing or assigning our fund balances, it will protect them for the purposes intended.

2. Discuss Office of Group Benefits Health Insurance – Mr. Will Tyson advised the committee that the state has made some changes that will affect the group benefits health insurance for our employees.  He explained that the insurance coverage will be higher next year, and the plans have changed so that all employees and retirees will have to select a new plan no later than October 31st.  He asked the committee for authorization to pay the full policy for our employees, allowing the employee to select the policy that best fits their needs.  He plans to bring the employees in to discuss the policies and help provide information so that they can make a good selection.   Mr. Tyson noted that some of this may be overturned based on information reported in a  newspaper article claiming that the policy implementation may not meet legal requirements for making changes to health insurance plans for  state employees.  However, with the short time frame to meet with the employees to review the policies and make their selection, he would like to proceed with the policies we understand will be in effect.  Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc and unanimously carried to authorize the staff to pay for the employee and employer share of the employees’ health insurance policy, allowing the employee to choose the policy that fits their needs from the ones offered.  At a later meeting, Mr. Tyson said he would bring information for the committee’s consideration relative to a possible gap policy.  

There being no further business before the committee, upon motion by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Daniel Hebert, Chairman


/s/Earl Matherne, 1st Vice Chairman

/s/Cory Chustz, 2nd Vice Chairman

/s/Moise LeBlanc, Member



/s/Karen Jewell, Member


/s/Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman


/s/John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman
The Board reviewed the minutes of the September 24, 2014 Insurance/Finance Committee.  Motion by Commissioner Cory Chustz, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried to accept the minutes of the Insurance/Finance Committee as presented.






     * * * * *
A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held on Wednesday, September 24, 2014, at 4:00 p.m. at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana.  Chairman Harry Marionneaux called the meeting to order.  The following members were present:

Harry Marionneaux, Chairman

Daniel Hebert, 1st Vice Chairman 

Cory Chustz, 2nd Vice Chairman

Moise LeBlanc, Member 
John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chair

Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chair

Absent: 

Commissioner Barry Soileau, Member
Also Present: 

Commissioner Gerald Alexander

Commissioner Glenn Angelle

Commissioner Earl Matherne

Larry Doiron, Citizen

Will Tyson, Executive Director

Steve Marionneaux, Levee Board Attorney
Cecil Tessier, Assistant Executive Director

Richard Sparks, Levee Board Operations Superintendent

Crissi Canezaro, Accounting Technician
Kristy Jewell, Human Resource Analyst
Janice Jarreau, Administrative Program Manager

William Tyson, Executive Director, Levee Board
1. Request from Larry Doiron, Jr. for a gate permit - Mr. Larry Doiron, Jr. addressed the committee.  He asked for permission to install a fence and gate behind the flood wall to keep four wheelers and other traffic out.  Commissioner Moise LeBlanc moved, seconded by Commissioner Daniel Hebert, and unanimously carried to approve Mr. Doiron’s request.  

2. Discuss schedule and itinerary for 2014 Annual MR&T Levee Inspection – Mr. Tyson distributed a copy of the schedule for 2014 levee inspections.  He said we are scheduled on October 14, October 15, and November 18th.  Commissioners were urged to let the office know if they wish to attend.

3. Discuss engineering services for Basin Floodway Project – Mr. Tyson advised the committee that he has met with the Chustz Engineering firm relative to some of the problems we have discussed concerning the way the water is managed during high water.  It has created a huge siltation issue.  Mr. Tyson said he is trying to put a package together with information we have gathered to help substantiate our claims.  Commissioner Moise LeBlanc said the Corps of Engineers held a meeting in St. Martinville last night to explain that the Corps of Engineers is in the process of changing the operation of the


Morganza Control Structure from river flow to a river elevation trigger.  Mr. Tyson said 
this is the direction he believes they are going, though the final decision has not been 
made.  He told the committee he would like to revisit this issue at a later date when he 
has all his material put together.

There being no further business to come before the Committee, upon motion by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc and unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned.  

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Harry Marionneaux,  Chairman


/s/Daniel Hebert, 1st Vice Chairman
/s/Cory Chustz, 2nd Vice Chairman


/s/Moise LeBlanc, Member 
/s/John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman

/s/Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman

Commissioner Glenn Angelle arrived at the meeting.

Commissioner Harry Marionneaux reviewed the minutes of the Executive Committee meeting held on September 24, 2014.   Commissioner Karen Jewell moved, seconded by Commissioner Barry Soileau and unanimously carried to approve the minutes as presented.

Commissioner Bill Flynn said that during the recent Levee Inspections he noted Richard Sparks is doing a really good job on our levees.  








           * * * * * 

Mr. Will Tyson advised the board that he has received a public notice relative to the Morganza Floodway.  There will be public meetings for input on the proposed clarifications to the standing instructions on October 2, 2014 at the Capitol Park Welcome Center in Baton Rouge.

    * * * * * 
Mr. Will Tyson reviewed a request from the Corps of Engineers to perform annual maintenance dredging in connection with Three Rivers, Old River Lock Forebay, Baton Rouge Harbor, and Port Allen Lock Forebay, Avoyelles, Concordia, East Baton Rouge, Point Coupee, West Baton Rouge, and West Feliciana Parishes, Louisiana.  He said the Corps of Engineers is also requesting a Right of Entry for parking at the various sites for the dredging project.  Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve the requests of the Corps of Engineers.

Ms. Rhonda Braud of CPRA asked if the Board normally approves such a request before it is approved by CPRA.  Mr. Tyson said the Board generally does approve prior to the CPRA recommendation, but if CPRA has a problem with the project, it is reviewed again.  Ms. Braud she had no report.







          * * * * *

Mr. Steve Marionneaux advised the Board that in reference to the New Roads release well today is the deadline to submit compensation packages to the landowners.  He said we received two appraisals and we submitted the appraisals as well as other documents in order to comply with the law.
                 
                                       * * * * *

There being no further business to come before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.
____________________________________           ____________________________________

Janice Jarreau, Secretary


           John Grezaffi, President

____________________________________

Linda Alwood, Contract Stenographer 

An Equal Opportunity Employer

