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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana 70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax    (225) 387-4742
November 5, 2025

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held in the office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, November 5, 2025. President Tommy Thibodeaux called the meeting to order and declared a quorum present.  The following members were present:
COMMISSIONER


PARISH

Kenneth Gordon


West Baton Rouge

Mark Guillory


St. Landry

Spencer Harvey


Ascension

Daniel Hebert


Iberville

Jacques LaCour


Point Coupee
Earl Matherne


Assumption
Sean McGee



Iberia

Jody Meche



St. Martin



Gary Spillman


West Baton Rouge

Tommy Thibodeaux

St. Martin

Andrew Zito



Iberville
Absent: 
Clayton Hurdle


Iberville 

Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING

Will Tyson



Executive Director
Richard Sparks


Superintendent
Nicholas Rockforte


Levee Board Attorney


Kristy Jewell


Human Resource Specialist


Jacob Roberts


CPRA

Crissi Canezaro


Administrative Program Specialist B
Tiffany Weber


Administrative Program Specialist B
Mollie Olinde


Administrative Coordinator
John Grezaffi


Former Board Member
Elizabeth Minvielle


Brown & Brown

Coy Duplantis


Brown & Brown

Morgan Savoie


Simmons & Savoie


Family of Mark Engemann

                                                                    * * * * 
President Tommy Thibodeaux asked for public comments. Hearing none, he proceeded with the agenda as presented. 
                                                                    * * * * 
Board Secretary Kristy Jewell read a Sympathy Resolution honoring the memory of Mark Engemann, who served the Levee District as a commissioner for many years. Former President of the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District Board, John Grezaffi, presented a copy of the resolution to Mr. Engemann’s family, who were in attendance at the meeting.
                                                                    * * * * 
Morgan Savoie of Simmons and Savoie presented a proposal to renew the workers Compensation agreement with LWCC. The renewal is only $474.00 higher than last year, reflecting a rate increase. Commissioner Spencer Harvey moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve the renewal.

                                                                    * * * * 
Coy Duplantis of Brown & Brown proposed carriers for the automobile, general liability insurance, and cyber security. Commissioner Sean Guillory moved, seconded by Kenneth Gordon and unanimously carried to approve renewal with Brown & Brown.
* * * *
Elizabeth Minvielle of Brown and Brown proposed a policy for the employee supplement insurance. She said typically they propose a flat renewal, but this year the dental insurance has increased. Ms. Minvielle was able to negotiate with the carrier to bring the increase on dental down to an 8% increase, and there was no increase on the other segments of the policy. Commissioner Mark Guillory moved, seconded by Commissioner Sean McGee to approve the policy. Commissioner Gary Spillman abstained from voting. The motion carried.

* * * *
Crissi Canezaro presented the employee health insurance proposal from the state. There is an increase of 7.75%, approximately $6,000 per month. Commissioner Mark Guillory moved, seconded by Andrew Zito, to approve the increase. Commissioner Gary Spillman abstained from voting. The motion passed.
* * * *
NOTICE

Sealed bids will be received by the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District up to 2:00 p.m., Wednesday, November 5, 2025, for the leasing for hunting and fishing purposes only on the following described property, to-wit, bid related materials may be obtained and electronic bids may be submitted online at www.centralbidding.com:

Section 29 and 30, Township 9 South, Range 8 East, St. Martin Parish, Louisiana, containing 308.59 acres.

Said bids will be publicly opened at the office of said Board in Port Allen, Louisiana on Wednesday, November 5, 2025, at 4:00 p.m.  Lease term shall begin November 6, 2025 thru November 5, 2030.
The said property will be leased for hunting and fishing purposes only (the taking of alligators excluded), as one tract, for a period of five (5) years. Payments shall be made annually; the first payment due upon execution of the lease by all parties and on the anniversary thereafter.  Bid bond in the amount of 10% of the total 5-year lease amount is required with bid when submitted, and must be in the form of a cashier’s check or money order.  Upon request, said bond shall be returned at the termination of the lease, provided all terms and conditions of the lease have been met by lessee.  The successful bidder is required to submit proof of liability insurance of not less than $1,000,000 on the leased land with the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District being named on the policy as additionally insured.

Prospective bidders are to satisfy themselves as to the validity of the land title prior to submitting their bids, in as much as the land will be leased without warranty of title except as against the Board's own acts.  Access to said property is not guaranteed by the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District and is the responsibility of Lessee.  Prospective bidders may wish to obtain copy of the lease prior to submitting bid to assure themselves of the terms and conditions to which they are bidding.  Said copy may be obtained at 525 Court Street, P. O. Box 170, Port Allen, Louisiana, 70767.

The land will be leased subject to any oil, gas and mineral lease, that may exist now or be entered into in the future, the bonus, rentals and royalties from which shall be reserved to the Board.  All mineral rights shall be reserved to the Board in perpetuity in accordance with the Constitution.

The Board will not consider any bids submitted for less than $10.00 per acre per year.

The successful bidder will be responsible for all advertising costs.  The Board reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

It is mandatory that all bids are submitted on forms provided by the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District otherwise bid will be considered null and void, bid forms are available at 525 Court Street, P.O. Box 170, Port Allen, Louisiana, 70767.  All Bids should be marked in bold print “Hunting and Fishing Lease Bid.”

Tommy Thibodeaux





Kristy Jewell
President






Secretary





Bids for a 308.59-acre hunting lease in St. Martin Parish were duly opened and read. The bids included:

Heather Hayes in the amount of $13/acre; $4,011.67 per year; $20,058.35 total. 
Sherman Hayes in the amount of $10/acre $3,085.90 per year; $15,429.50 total.
It was noted neither bid included a check. Commissioner Mark Guillory moved, seconded by Commissioner Andrew Zito, to take the bids under advisement and let our attorney and staff review them and make a recommendation. Commissioner Jody Meche abstained from voting. The motion passed.

* * * *
After review Commissioner Gary Spillman moved, seconded by Commissioner Sean McGee and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of October 1, 2025, and that they be published in the official journal. 

                                                                    * * * * 
A meeting of the Gate Subcommittee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at 3:45 p.m., Wednesday, October 1, 2025, at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana. Chair Nickie Rockforte called the meeting to order and declared a quorum present. The following members were present:

Commissioner Nickie Rockforte, Chairman

Commissioner Clayton Hurdle, Vice Chairman

Commissioner Kenneth Gordon

Commissioner Gary Spillman

Commissioner Tommy Thibodeaux

Absent:

Commissioner Andrew Zito

Commissioner Daniel Hebert

Also present:

Commissioner Spencer Harvey (appointed to committee)

Commissioner Mark Guillory

Commissioner Jacques LaCour

Will Tyson, Levee Board Executive Director

Kristy Jewell, Human Resources Specialist

Crissi Canezaro, Administrative Program Specialist B

Tiffany Weber, Administrative Program Specialist B

Mollie Olinde, Administrative Coordinator
1. Review a permit request from Evans White in West Baton Rouge Parish: 


After review, Commissioner Gary Spillman moved, seconded by Commissioner Spencer Harvey and unanimously carried to pass the gate permit request from Evans White of West Baton Rouge Parish.

There being no further business to come before the subcommittee, the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Commissioner Nickie Rockforte
/s/Commissioner Spencer Harvey

/s/Commissioner Kenneth Gordon
/s/Commissioner Andrew Zito

/s/Commissioner Gary Spillman
                       /s/ Commissioner Tommy Thibodeaux
Commissioner Gary Spillman moved, seconded by Commissioner Kenneth Gordon and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the Gate Sub-Committee meeting.

A meeting of the Boardroom Design Committee for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at 3:00 p.m., Wednesday, October 29, 2025, at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana. Chairman Jody Meche called the meeting to order and declared a quorum present. The following members were present:

Commissioner Jody Meche, Chairman

Commissioner Spencer Harvey, Vice Chairman

Commissioner Jacques LaCour, Member

Commissioner Earl Matherne, Member 

Commissioner Daniel Hebert, Ex-Officio Chairman

Absent:

Commissioner Gary Spillman, Member

Commissioner Tommy Thibodeaux, Ex-Officio Chairman

Also present:

Will Tyson, Levee Board Executive Director

Kristy Jewell, Human Resources Specialist

Crissi Canezaro, Administrative Program Specialist B

Tiffany Weber, Administrative Program Specialist B

Mollie Olinde, Administrative Coordinator
Chairman Jody Meche called the meeting to order and declared a quorum present.

The purpose of this committee is to make a recommendation to the Board to decorate the new board room using art, photographs, etc. Chairman Jody Meche suggested the committee consider a mural with photographs depicting the entire Atchafalaya Basin Levee District. The committee will need to determine their budget for the project.

The consensus of the group was to ask the committee members to reach out to artists and photographers they know who may be interested in the project. At the next committee meeting, we will consider their input and ideas so that we can move forward.

The next committee meeting will be held November 12, 2025, at 3:00 pm.

There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Commissioner Jody Meche
/s/Commissioner Spencer Harvey

/s/Commissioner Jacques LaCour
/s/Commissioner Earl Matherne

/s/Commissioner Earl Matherne
/s/Commissioner Daniel Hebert

Commissioner Jody Meche reported on the preliminary discussion of the Committee on Board Room Design. He advised the board the committee will meet again next week and will report to the board next month.

                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Will Tyson advised the Commissioners of the Corps of Engineers annual dredging project. Also, the Corps levee inspection will be held November 19, 2025.

                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Jacob Roberts of CPRA had no report.

                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Nicholas Rockforte had no new legal matters to discuss.
                                                                    * * * * 
RESOLUTION 

Moved by Commissioner Earl Matherne, seconded by Commissioner Andrew Zito, and

unanimously carried:

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District learned

with deepest regret and sincere sorrow of the death of Jack Brinkley on 

September 15, 2025, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Brinkley worked for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District from

June 6, 1983 through April 26, 2011, and
WHEREAS, Mr. Brinkley will be missed by many who were close to him and who cherished his friendship.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of this Board do hereby express its

condolences to the family of Mr. Jack Brinkley, and its deepest regrets upon his death, that this Resolution be incorporated and made a permanent part of the Minutes of this Board, and further that a copy of this Resolution be presented to the Brinkley Family, so that they may know of our sincere appreciation of the life of Mr. Brinkley and of our sincere regrets in his passing:

Vote:


Yeas:    Commissioners Kenneth Gordon, Mark Guillory, Spencer Harvey, Daniel Hebert, Jacques LaCour, Earl Matherne, Sean McGee, Jody Meche, Gary Spillman, Tommy Thibodeaux and Andrew Zito

Nays:
 none


Absent and not voting:   Commissioners Clayton Hurdle and Nickie Rockforte

The vote in favor thereof being unanimous, the resolution was declared duly adopted.

I, Kristy Jewell, Secretary for the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy

of excerpts of the Minutes of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, a Regular Meeting held in Port Allen, Louisiana, on Wednesday, November 5, 2025
                                                                   /s/Kristy Jewell, Secretary


Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Andrew Zito to pass the following sympathy resolution for Jack Brinkley.
Yeas: Commissioners Gordon, Guillory, Harvey, Hebert, LaCour, Matherne, McGee, Meche, Spillman, Thibodeaux, and Zito

Nays: None

Absent and not voting: Hurdle and Rockforte

The motion passed unanimously.

                                                                    * * * * 
Commissioner Jody Meche moved, seconded by Commissioner Sean McGee to approve the proposed board schedule for 2026.
                                                                    * * * *

There being no further business to come before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Earl Matherne, seconded by Commissioner Sean McGee and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting.
_______________________________

__________________________________
Kristy Jewell, Secretary

Tommy Thibodeaux, President

________________________________

Linda Alwood, Contract Stenographer

An Equal Opportunity Employer

