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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana  70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax     (225) 387-4742


November 6, 2013







A Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at the Office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, November 6, 2013.  President John Grezaffi called the meeting to order.  Mrs. Janice Jarreau called the roll.  The following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH

Gerald Alexander


Ascension

Glenn Angelle


Iberia

Bill Flynn



West Baton Rouge 
John Grezaffi


Pointe Coupee 
Daniel Hebert


Iberville

Karen Jewell


Iberville 
Moise LeBlanc


St. Martin

Gerald LeGrand


St. Martin

Harry Marionneaux


Iberville  

Earl Matherne


Assumption 

Barry Soileau


St. Landry

Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee

Absent: 


Cory Chustz



West Baton Rouge 
Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING


Rick Dugas



CPRA

Don Savoie



Simons & Savoie

Sid Hebert



Brown & Brown

Cecil Tessier


Assistant Executive Director

Richard Sparks


Levee Board Operations Superintendent
Kristy Jewell 


Human Resource Analyst
Crissi Canezaro


Accounting Technician
Steve Marionneaux


Levee Board Attorney

Tiffany Weber


Accounting Specialist
Janice Jarreau


Administrative Program Manager

Will Tyson



Executive Director


* * * * *


President John Grezaffi asked for any public comments.  Hearing none, he proceeded with the meeting agenda.  

                                                           * * * * *

The commissioners reviewed the minutes from the October 2, 2013 board meeting.  Commissioner Nickie Rockforte moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to approve the minutes as presented, and that the minutes be published in the official journal of the Board.  

* * * * *


Mr. Will Tyson advised the commissioners that the next levee inspection is scheduled January 8-9, 2014.  Commissioner Gerald LeGrand asked about the status of the levee slides.  Commissioner Gerald LeGrand moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to send a letter on behalf of the commissioners to the Corps of Engineers to request the status of their plans to repair the levee slides.  

                                                             * * * * *

Mr. Rick Dugas of CPRA addressed the Board.  He said he will make an inspection of the levee at Butte LaRose on November 13th. 

                                                                        * * * * *
A meeting of the Equipment Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at 3:30 p.m., Wednesday, October 30, 2013at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana.  Commissioner Moise LeBlanc called the meeting to order.  The following members were present:

Moise LeBlanc, Chairman

Harry Marionneaux, 1st Vice Chairman

Nickie Rockforte, 2nd Vice Chairman

Earl Matherne, Member 

Glenn Angelle, Member

John Grezaffi, Ex-officio Member

Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Member

Absent:

None

Also Present:

Commissioner Karen Jewell

Commissioner Gerald Alexander 

Commissioner Daniel Hebert 

Cecil Tessier, Assistant Executive Director

Janice Jarreau, Administrative Program Manager

Kristy Jewell, Human Resource Analyst

Tiffany Weber, Accounting Specialist
Crissi Canezaro, Accounting Technician
William Tyson, Executive Director, Levee Board

Steve Marionneaux, Levee Board Attorney

1. Discuss purchases of new equipment modifications to previously requested equipment purchases.  
Mr. Will Tyson advised the committee that he is requesting modifications to the previously approved Proposed Equipment to be Purchased 2013/2014.  The purchases include:  

1) John Deere 550K XLT with attachments.  These can be purchased on state               contract:  $96,583.20 for the dozer and $22,511.61 for the attachments.
2) One Excavator at a cost of approximately $250,000.  This would be either on           bid, or piggyback on another department’s bid.
3) Five CX15 John Deere Flex Wing Rotary Cutters.  These are on state contract          at a price of $17,353.08 each, for a total of $86,765.40.  Mr. Tyson said we              have started having problems with the 2815 Bush Hog Mower, and he would           recommend that we try the John Deere cutters.  Commissioner Nickie                       Rockforte suggested we pass these purchases around to several companies               with state contracts in our district.  It was also suggested we ask Mr. Richard          Sparks which companies give the best service when determining where to                purchase.  Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by                          Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve the modified        Proposed Equipment to be Purchased 2013-2014 and to ask Mr. Richard                 Sparks to advise which companies provide the best service.  
2.
Any other equipment matters - None.
There being no further business, upon motion by Commissioner Gerald Alexander, and unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Moise LeBlanc, Chairman



/s/Harry Marionneaux, 1st Vice Chairman

/s/Nickie Rockforte, 2nd Vice Chairman

/s/Earl Matherne, Member


/s/Glenn Angelle, Member



/s/Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman

/s/John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman



Commissioner Moise LeBlanc reported that the Equipment Committee discussed modifications to our previously approved equipment purchase list.  Mr. Tyson explained that we will need to purchase a John Deere 550K XLT with attachments and an Excavator, in addition to five CX15 John Deere Flex Wing Rotary Cutters.  He said he thought we could purchase the Excavator through a DOTD bid, but that has fallen through.  He will continue to explore the best way to purchase this piece of equipment.  The committee asked the staff to determine which company provided the best service so that the cutters could be purchased from that John Deere dealer.  Mr. Richard Sparks reported that Sunshine Equipment was reported to be the best.  Commissioner Gerald LeGrand asked if Quality Equipment was listed with good service as well.  Mr. Sparks said that it was.  Commissioner Moise LeBlanc moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the Equipment Committee of October 30, 2013 as presented.  Commissioner Glenn Angelle moved, seconded by Commissioner Barry Soileau and unanimously carried to purchase this set of five John Deere cutters from Sunshine Equipment. 

                                                                       * * * * *
A meeting of the Insurance/Finance Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at 4:00 p.m., Wednesday, October 30, 2013, at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana.  Chairman Daniel Hebert called the meeting to order.  The following members were present:

Daniel Hebert, Chairman 
Earl Matherne, 1st Vice Chairman

Gerald Alexander, 2nd Vice Chairman

Moise J. LeBlanc, Member

Karen Jewell, Member

Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman

John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman
Absent:

None
Also Present:

Commissioner Glenn Angelle

Commissioner Nickie Rockforte

Don Savoie, Simmons & Savoie Insurance

Sid Hebert, Brown & Brown Insurance

Mary Sue Stages, CPA

Janice Jarreau, Administrative Program Manager

Kristy Jewell, Human Resource Analyst

Tiffany Weber, Accounting Specialist

Crissi Canezaro, Accounting Technician

Cecil Tessier, Assistant Executive Director

William Tyson, Executive Director, Levee Board

Steve Marionneaux, Levee Board Attorney
1. Discuss Workers Compensation Insurance – Mr. Will Tyson advised the committee that the LWCC will not release their numbers until 60 days prior.  Therefore, Mr. Don Savoie will come back to the board meeting to make his presentation.  Mr. Savoie said he expects our cost to be within $200-$300 of the payment last year.

2. Discuss General Liability Insurance Policies – Mr. Sid Hebert of Brown & Brown Insurance advised the committee that the premium for all general liability insurance coverage for next year will be only $7.57 greater than last year.  He attributes this to the good history and management of the district.  The flood insurance policy is separate and has already been renewed.  

Mr. Will Tyson asked the committee to consider obtaining insurance to protect the district for computer wire transfers and fraud coverage.  Mr. Sid Hebert presented a proposal to cover this through Travelers Insurance for $3,000,000 exposure at a cost of $10,011 per year, with a $50,000 deductible.  He said to increase the coverage past $3,000,000, you would have to have a full independent audit.  Mr. Tyson said he has checked, and the full audit would cost approximately $3,000 more than our current audit.  Commissioner Daniel Hebert suggested we might limit our transfers to $50,000 or less.  It was agreed we will need some additional information from our banks, etc. before making this decision relative to our liability.  Commissioner Gerald Alexander moved, seconded by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc and unanimously carried to approve the General Liability Insurance Policies, and ask that we place the matter of coverage to insure funds being transferred and fraud on the agenda for discussion at a board meeting.  In the meantime, Mr. Tyson will talk with our banks to get some additional information.  

3. Overview of Annual Audit and Annual Financial Report – Ms. Mary Sue Stages addressed the committee.  She reviewed the Annual Financial Report with the Commissioners.  The report indicated our net position had a positive increase.  The annual audit was discussed and there were no findings to report.  She suggested we designate some of this money so it is not “non-restrictive”.  Commissioner Karen Jewell moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried accept the financial report as presented.

There being no further business to come before the committee, upon motion of Commissioner Karen Jewell, the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Daniel Hebert, Chairman

                    /s/Earl Matherne, 1st Vice Chairman

/s/Gerald Alexander, 2nd Vice Chairman               /s/Moise LeBlanc, Member

/s/Karen Jewell, Member
                              /s/ Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman
/s/John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman
Commissioner Daniel Hebert reported that at the recent meeting of the Insurance/Finance Committee Mrs. Mary Sue Stages, CPA, reported that our financial audit went very well.  He said at the meeting the LWCC could not release their numbers in time for the committee meeting, but that Mr. Don Savoie was present today with their workers compensation proposal.  Mr. Savoie addressed the board.  He said that our modifier has not changed, and that our annual premium for 2014 will be $134,460.09.

Mr. Sid Hebert reported to the board that the General Liability policy will remain in line with last year’s premium cost.  The premium for the next year is only $7.57 more than last year.  He advised the commissioners that at the committee meeting they discussed a possible “crime policy” for the district.  However, he said at this time, we need more research before making a proposal.  He said this is beginning to be an issue in the market place.  Commissioner Gerald Alexander asked Mr. Hebert to advise the board if there are changes in the market place concerning this type coverage.  Commissioner Daniel Hebert moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the Insurance/Finance Committee as presented.

Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve the Workers Compensation Policy as presented by Mr. Don Savoie for 2014.  The General Liability policy was approved by the Insurance/Finance Committee.

                                                                 * * * * *
Mr. Steve Marionneaux, Levee Board Attorney, advised the board that we are now waiting on the appraisals to come in on the appropriation of permanent and temporary servitudes/easements in Pointe Coupee, LA.  Once we receive the appraisals, we will deposit those funds with the court.  The landowners will have one year to challenge the amount.  However, they are free to accept the moneys, if they choose.

                                                              * * * * *
Commissioner Gerald Alexander moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve a request by McMoran Oil & Gas to assign an oil and gas lease to Energy XXI, LLC and Tex Moncrief Exploracount II, LLC.  

                                                             * * * * *
Mr. Tyson presented a revised Application for Bonfire Certificate of No Objection for the board’s review.  Mr. Steve Marionneaux advised the board that he changed the language in the indemnification clause to require insurance at the issuance of the permit for $1 million.  However, he recommended this be raised to $2 million.  The Commissioners reviewed the document in detail.  After review, Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Nickie Rockforte to approve the revised document including the requirement for $2 Million insurance.  A roll call vote was called as follows:

Yeas:
Commissioners Alexander, Angelle, Flynn, Grezaffi, Flynn, Grezaffi, Hebert, Jewell, LeBlanc, LeGrand, Marionneaux, Matherne, Rockforte and Soileau

Nays:
None

Absent and not voting:  Commissioner Chustz

The motion passed unanimously.

                                       
                 * * * * *
Commissioner Karen Jewell moved, seconded by Commissioner Nickie Rockforte and unanimously carried to approve the following sympathy resolution for Mr. Willie Dotson.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1RESOLUTION
Moved by Commissioner Karen Jewell and seconded by Commissioner Nickie Rockforte and Unanimously Carried:

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District lost a

valuable friend with the death of Willie Dotson on September 6, 2013, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Dotson worked for  the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District from

May 1, 1977 through March 31, 2005; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Dotson  will be missed by many who were close to him and who cherished

his friendship.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of this Board do hereby express its

condolences to the family of Mr. Dotson and its deepest regrets upon his death, that this

Resolution be incorporated and made a permanent part of the Minutes of this Board, and

further that a copy of this Resolution be presented to the Dotson Family so that they may

know of our sincere appreciation of the life of Mr. Dotson and of our sincere regrets in

his passing:

Vote:

Yeas:
Commissioners Gerald Alexander, Glenn Angelle, Bill Flynn, John Grezaffi, Daniel                     Hebert, Karen Jewell, M.J. LeBlanc, Gerald LeGrand, Harry Marionneaux, Earl                           Matherne, Barry Soileau, Nickie Rockforte.
Nays:
None
Absent and not voting: Commissioner Cory Chustz
The vote in favor thereof being unanimous, the resolution was declared duly adopted.






* * * * *

I, Janice G. Jarreau, Secretary for the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy

of excerpts of the Minutes of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, a Regular Meeting held in Port Allen, Louisiana, on Wednesday, November 

6, 2013.











                        
                         /s/Janice G. Jarreau, Secretary

                                                            * * * * *
Mr. Will Tyson presented the following dates for the board’s consideration for board meetings in 2014:  January 15, February 5, March 5, April 12, May 7, June 4, July 9, August 6, September 3, October 1, November 5 and December 10.   Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Gerald LeGrand and unanimously carried to approve the dates.

                                                           * * * * *
There being no further business to come before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.

_________________________________             

Janice Jarreau, Secretary                                        John Grezaffi, President

_________________________________
Linda E. Alwood, Contract Stenographer

An Equal Opportunity Employer

