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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana  70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax     (225) 387-4742


November 7, 2012
A Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at the Office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, November 7, 2012.  President John Grezaffi called the meeting to order.  Mrs. Janice Jarreau called the roll.  The following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH


Gerald Alexander


Ascension


Glenn Angelle


Iberia

Bill Flynn



West Baton Rouge

John Grezaffi


Pointe Coupee

Daniel Hebert


Iberville  



Karen Jewell


Iberville

Moise LeBlanc


St. Martin

Gerald LeGrand


St. Martin

Harry Marionneaux


Iberville  

Earl Matherne


Assumption 

Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee

Barry Soileau 


St. Landry


Absent:

Cory Chustz



West Baton Rouge

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING


Don Savoie



Simmons & Savoie Insurance

Mark Romero


Huval Insurance Company

Syd Hebert



Huval Insurance Company

Billy Wall



CPRA

Steve Marionneaux


Levee Board Attorney
Cecil Tessier


Assistant Executive Director

Bruce Guidry


Levee Board Police Captain
Richard Sparks


Levee Board Operations Superintendent
Janice Jarreau


Administrative Program Manager

Kristy Jewell 


Human Resource Analyst
Crissi Canezaro


Accounting Specialist

Tiffany Weber


Accounting Specialist

Peggy McCutcheon


Accounting Technician

Will Tyson



Executive Director


* * * * *

The Commissioners reviewed the minutes of the October 3, 2012 meeting.  Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of October 3, 2012 and that they be published in the official journal of the Board.

* * * * *

Mr. Will Tyson advised the board that the Corps of Engineers is requesting a right of entry to perform construction in connection with the Mississippi River Levees, Morganza Control Structure, Lower Guide Levee and Baseline Station in Pointe Coupee Parish.  Commissioner 
Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to approve the request, subject to limitations inside of our right-of-way.  

* * * * * *

Mr. Billy Wall of CPRA addressed the board.  He presented a Memorandum of Agreement between the State of Louisiana through the Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority and all Coastal Area Levee Authorities for the contribution of funds for the development and delivery of levee permit automation software and database.  Commissioner Gerald Alexander moved, seconded by Commissioner Glenn Angelle and unanimously carried to approve the Memorandum of Agreement as presented and authorize the present to sign the document.

* * * * *

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held on Wednesday, October 10, 2012 at 4:00 p.m. at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana.  Chairman Harry Marionneaux called the meeting to order.  The following members were present:

Harry Marionneaux, Chairman
Cory Chustz, 2nd Vice Chairman

Daniel Hebert, 1st Vice Chairman
Barry Soileau, Member

Moise LeBlanc, Member

John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chair

Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chair

Absent: 
None
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Also Present: 

Commissioner Gerald Alexander

Commissioner Karen Jewell

Commissioner Earl Matherne

Commissioner Gerald LeGrand

Commissioner Glenn Angelle

Commissioner Nickie Rockforte

Willie Bergeron

Syd Hebert

Don Savoie

Bruce Guidry, Levee Board Police Captain

Cecil Tessier, Assistant Executive Director

Richard Sparks, Levee Board Operations Superintendent
Janice Jarreau, Administrative Program Manager

Kristy Jewell, Human Resource Analyst

Tiffany Weber, Accounting Specialist

Crissi Canezaro, Accounting Specialist

Peggy McCutcheon, Accounting Technician

William Tyson, Executive Director, Levee Board

Steve Marionneaux, Levee Board Attorney

Chairman Harry Marionneaux called the meeting to order and declared a quorum present.  

1.
Discuss a request from Corps of Engineers to perform annual maintenance dredging. 


(vehicle parking dredging) - Mr. Tyson advised the committee that this request from the


Corps of Engineers is for vehicle parking while they are performing the annual 


maintenance dredging.  Commissioner Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner 


LeBlanc and unanimously carried to approve the request.

2.
Discuss Police GPS system, new police officer, police computers, police department and 


police shift changes - Commissioner Bill Flynn said we have been buying a lot of 


equipment for the Police Department, and it is totaling a great deal of money.  He said we 


cannot afford the additional equipment being requested.   He said he is also not in favor 


of hiring an additional police officer.  Commissioner John Grezaffi said we had approved 


the additional police officer earlier, but the person we approved had not passed the test.  


Commissioner Flynn said the GPS's are $220 each and it is a lot cheaper than $4000 for a 


computer.  All the Sheriff's offices have these and they do not have computers.  The 


police officers can radio to get a license plate run.  The committee discussed who should 


have the GPS.


Commissioner LeBlanc asked that we go through the items one at a time.  The first item 


is the GPS system.  We would put these GPS systems in all the police cars and all 


supervisors.  This would be in place of the computers.  Commissioner Hebert moved, 


seconded by Commissioner Chustz and unanimously carried to approve purchasing the 
GPS systems instead of the computers for all police cars and all supervisors.  The 


committee discussed the other items on the list.  Commissioner Chustz moved, seconded 


by Commissioner Hebert and unanimously carried to eliminate the other items listed in 


yellow on the sheet.  


In reference to the additional police officer, it has been advertised, but Captain Guidry 


said he will talk with Mr. Tyson to see if the budget will allow for another police officer 


at this time.  Captain Guidry said we have been covering the levees, and if the 


budget does not allow for an additional position, he can eliminate that position.  In 


reference to scheduling the police officers, Captain Guidry said they have been working 


off of a schedule for many years.  He said when Mr. Tyson contacts the police officers if 


he becomes aware of an incident that needs to be covered, the police respond.  


Commissioner Hebert moved, seconded by Commissioner Chustz to rescind the previous 


motion to hire an additional police officer.  Commissioner Flynn said there are sheriffs 


and state police who have jurisdiction on the levees as well, and he said all we need to do 


is call them if we have a problem.  After discussion, it was agreed we will bring this 


matter to the full board for their vote at the next Regular Meeting.

There being no further business to come before the committee, upon motion by Commissioner Barry Soileau and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.  

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Harry Marionneaux,  Chairman


/s/Daniel Hebert, 1st Vice Chairman

/s/Cory Chustz, 2nd Vice Chairman


/s/Moise LeBlanc, Member




/s/Barry Soileau, Member



/s/Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman



/s/John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman
Commissioner Glenn Angelle asked the board for discussion of the item relating to the new police equipment and the new police officer.  He said that at the Executive Committee meeting it was stated we could not afford to purchase the computers for the officers.  He said several other levee boards have this equipment, and according to our budget, we will have a surplus of $362,000.  This money goes into reserves, and he said he feels it should be used for this purpose using the Federal Grant match.  He said if we wish to purchase a separate GPS system for the officers, he would agree, but he feels they should get the computers.  He further stated that with the large area we have to cover on the levees, we should continue looking to fill the position of an additional officer.  President John Grezaffi said we went through one of the highest water events last year, and we did so with the current staff.  He said we have men we are not hiring to maintain the levee, but he does not feel we need another officer.  Commissioner Nickie Rockforte said he feels we need more maintenance people, but not extra police, as most of the incidents are happening at night, when the police are not on patrol.  Commissioner Glenn Angelle suggested that the police department be put on the night shift to address some of these incidents. The commissioners questioned how many tickets were being written.  Police Captain Bruce Guidry said the majority are given verbal warnings.  Commissioner Bill Flynn said we should give warning tickets and see how it goes.  Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Gerald Alexander and unanimously carried to postpone the decision to purchase additional equipment and hire an additional officer for 90 days after we give warning tickets during that period to see how many are written.  

Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to approve the Executive Committee minutes as amended by the previous motion.

* * * * *

A meeting of the Insurance/Finance Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at 4:30 p.m., Wednesday, October 10, 2012, at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana.  Chairman Daniel Hebert called the meeting to order.  The following members were present:

Daniel Hebert, Chairman 
Earl Matherne, 1st Vice Chairman

Cory Chustz, 2nd Vice Chairman

Moise J. LeBlanc, Member

Karen Jewell, Member

Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman

John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman
Absent:

None
Also Present:

Commissioner Gerald Alexander
Commissioner Glenn Angelle

Commissioner Harry Marionneaux
Commissioner Nickie Rockforte

Willie Bergeron

Syd Hebert

Don Savoie

Bruce Guidry, Levee Board Police Captain

Cecil Tessier, Assistant Executive Director

Richard Sparks, Levee Board Operations Superintendent
Janice Jarreau, Administrative Program Manager

Kristy Jewell, Human Resource Analyst

Tiffany Weber, Administrative Coordinator

Crissi Canezaro, Administrative Coordinator

Peggy McCutcheon, Accounting Technician

William Tyson, Executive Director, Levee Board

Steve Marionneaux, Levee Board Attorney
Commissioner Daniel Hebert asked the committee for approval to add an item to the agenda relative to the payment for health insurance.  Commissioner LeBlanc moved, seconded by Commissioner Matherne to add the item to the agenda.  The motion passed unanimously.  

1. Discussion of Office of Group Benefits Health Insurance – Mr. Tyson advised the
committee that open enrollment for the employees’ health insurance is during the
month of October.  He suggested that we keep the coverage we now have with
Blue Cross.  Motion by Commissioner Cory Chustz, seconded by Commissioner
Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to continue to pay the employees’ health
premiums for the year 2013.
2. Presentation by Simmons and Savoie and discussion of Workers’ Compensation Policy - Mr. Will Tyson asked that we have a presentation of the insurance proposals available at the next board meeting so that a decision could be made for January 1, 2013.  Mr. Don Savoie made a presentation to the committee showing where we are at and where we have been, relative to our workers’ compensation insurance.  Because the experience of the levee district is very good, our premium has held steady.  In November the company will bring a final number, but they are in the market now getting quotes from five or six carriers.  They do not foresee any major changes at this time.

3. Presentation by Huval Insurance Company and Discussion of General Liability and Associated Policies - A representative of the Huval Insurance Company made a presentation to the committee.  They explained that they do not anticipate an increase this year.  They are currently shopping three markets of insurance for the levee district, and will have firm figures with a proposal in November.

There being no further business to come before the committee, upon motion by Commissioner Earl Matherne, and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.  

Respectfully submitted,

Daniel Hebert, Chairman

Earl Matherne, 1st Vice Chairman

Cory Chustz, 2nd Vice Chairman
Moise LeBlanc, Member

Karen Jewell, Member

Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman
John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman
Mr. Don Savoie addressed the board.  He said the premium for the coming year's workers compensation insurance will be approximately $79,982 versus $78,000 last year.  This is after a 4% payroll increase.  Commissioner Daniel Hebert moved, seconded by Commissioner Gerald Alexander and unanimously carried to approve the proposal from the Simmons & Savoie Insurance Co. for workers compensation insurance coverage for next year.

* * * * *

Mr. Syd Hebert and Mr. Mark Romero addressed the board relative to the renewal of the insurance police for general liability insurance.  The premium is going down $2,317.06 from last year.  Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Gerald LeGrand and unanimously carried to approve the renewal of the policy from Huval Insurance Company for General Liability coverage.

Commissioner Daniel Hebert moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to approve the Insurance/Finance Committee minutes of October 10, 2012 as presented.

* * * * *

Mr. Steve Marionneaux, Levee Board Attorney, advised the board that in reference to the Dugas matter, he received the documentation we had requested prior to the hearing, and he will proceed from there.  

* * * * *

Upon motion by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried, the following resolution was adopted unanimously:

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1RESOLUTION
Moved by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and seconded by Commissioner Earl 

Matherne and Unanimously Carried:

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District lost a

valuable friend with the death of Robert C. Wilkinson  on October 10, 2012 and

WHEREAS, Mr. Wilkinson worked for  the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District from

March 1, 1983 through October 10, 1999; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Wilkinson will be missed by many who were close to him and who cherished

his friendship.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of this Board do hereby express its

condolences to the family of Mr. Wilkinson and its deepest regrets upon his death, that this

Resolution be incorporated and made a permanent part of the Minutes of this Board, and

further that a copy of this Resolution be presented to the Wilkinson Family so that they may

know of our sincere appreciation of the life of Mr. Wilkinson and of our sincere regrets in

his passing:

Vote:

Yeas:
Commissioners Gerald Alexander, Glenn Angelle, Bill Flynn, John Grezaffi,


Daniel Hebert, Karen Jewell, Moise LeBlanc, Gerald LeGrand, Harry Marionneaux,


Earl Matherne, Nickie Rockforte, and Barry Soileau.

Nays:
None

Absent and not voting:   Commissioner Cory Chustz

The vote in favor thereof being unanimous, the resolution was declared duly adopted.






* * * * *

I, Janice G. Jarreau, Secretary for the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy

of excerpts of the Minutes of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, a Regular Meeting held in Port Allen, Louisiana, on Wednesday, November 7,
2012.













         
/s/Janice G. Jarreau, Secretary

Vote:

Yeas: 
Commissioners Alexander, Angelle, Flynn, Grezaffi, Hebert, Jewell, LeBlanc, LeGrand, 


Marionneaux, Matherne, Rockforte, and Soileau.

Nays:  None

Absent and not voting:  Commissioner Cory Chustz

Commissioner Gerald Alexander asked that the staff notify relatives of Mr. Wilkinson to come to the next board meeting to receive the resolution.  

* * * * *

Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Barry Soileau and unanimously carried to approve the following professional service contracts:  Linda Alwood, Air Control Engineering, Inc., B & P Supply, Mary Sue Stages, Baton Rouge Duplicating, and Stephen H. Marionneaux, Verma Systems.  

* * * * *

There being no further business to appear before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.

_________________________________             

Janice Jarreau, Secretary                              
      John Grezaffi, President

_________________________________
Linda E. Alwood, Contract Stenographer

An Equal Opportunity Employer

