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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana 70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax    (225) 387-4742
March 4, 2026
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held in the office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, March 4, 2026, President Tommy Thibodeaux attended the meeting via Zoom technology.  Commissioner Jacques LaCour called the meeting to order. A quorum with the following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH

Spencer Harvey


Ascension

Clayton Hurdle


Iberville 

Jacques LaCour


Pointe Coupee
Earl Matherne


Assumption
Sean McGee



Iberia

Jody Meche



St. Martin

Mark Guillory


St. Landry

Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee



Gary Spillman


West Baton Rouge

Tommy Thibodeaux

St. Martin (by phone)
Andrew Zito



Iberville
Absent: 
Kenneth Gordon


West Baton Rouge

Daniel Hebert


Iberville

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING

Jacob Rogers 


CPRA

Bobby Morris


Citizen

Bennett Ridgeway


Citizen

Will Tyson



Executive Director
Richard Sparks


Superintendent
Nicholas Rockforte


Attorney


Kristy Jewell


Human Resource Specialist


Tiffany Weber


Administrative Program Specialist B


Crissi Canezaro


Administrative Program Specialist B
Mollie Olinde


Administrative Coordinator
                                                                    * * * * 
Commissioner Jacques LaCour asked for public comments. Hearing none, he proceeded with the agenda as presented. 
                                                                    * * * * 
Commissioner Mark Guillory moved, seconded by Commissioner Nickie Rockforte and unanimously carried to approve a gate permit from Mr. Bobby Morris.
Commissioner Jody Meche moved, seconded by Commissioner Nickie Rockforte and unanimously carried to approve a gate permit from Mr. Michael Ridgeway.

                                                                    * * * * 
Commissioner Gary Spillman moved, seconded by Commissioner Sean McGee and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of February 4, 2026, as presented and that they be published in the official journal.

                                                                    * * * *
A meeting of the Equipment Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at 4:00 p.m., Wednesday, February 25, 2026, at the Board office in Port Allen, Louisiana.   President Tommy Thibodeaux appointed Andrew Zito to the committee to make a quorum. The following members were present:

Commissioner Clayton Hurdle, Vice Chairman

Commissioner Earl Matherne, Member

Commissioner Spencer Harvey, Member

Commissioner Tommy Thibodeaux, Ex-officio Member

Commissioner Andrew Zito, Member

Absent:

Commissioner Sean McGee, Chairman

Commissioner Daniel Hebert, Member

Commissioner Nickie Rockforte, Member

Also Present:

Will Tyson, Executive Director

Michael Sparks, Levee Maintenance Director

Crissi Canezaro, Administrative Program Specialist B
Tiffany Weber, Administrative Program Specialist B

Kristy Jewell, Human Resource Specialist

Mollie Olinde, Administrative Coordinator

Vice Chairman Clayton Hurdle called the meeting to order and declared a quorum. 

1) Receive and open bids for a low boy trailer
The following bids were duly opened and read:

ARIA Contracting Sales & Services

Unit Price $108,369.75

Crawler Supply

Unit Price $112,871.00

Old River Truck Sale

Unit Price $122,515.00

Commissioner Andrew Zito moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to take these bids under advisement and accept the lowest bid upon review by the staff and our attorney. 

There being no further business to come before the committee, upon motion by Commissioner Spencer Harvey and unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned.  

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Clayton Hurdle, Vice Chairman


/s/Earl Matherne, Member

/s/Nickie Rockforte, Member



/s/Spencer Harvey, Member

/s/Tommy Thibodeaux, Ex-Officio Chairman

Commissioner Jody Meche moved, seconded by Commissioner Spencer Harvey and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the Equipment Committee meeting of February 25, 2026.

Commissioner Gary Spillman moved, seconded by Commissioner Jody Meche and unanimously carried to accept the bid from Old River Truck Sales for a Low Boy Trailer as it is the only responsive bid that meets the bid specifications. 
                                                                    * * * *
Mr. Will Tyson advised the Commissioners of a Mississippi River Commission Public meeting. Details of the meeting were included in the Commissioners’ packets.
                                                                    * * * * 
Commissioner Jody Meche moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve a Right of Entry request for surveys and soil boring near Ramah Borrow Stockpile in Iberville Parish. 

                                                                    * * * *
Mr. Jacob Rogers of CPRA had no report.

                                                                    * * * *
Mr. Nicholas Rockforte, Levee Board Attorney, asked that the Commissioners move into Executive Session to discuss a legal matter. Commissioner Gary Spillman moved, seconded by Commissioner Jody Meche and unanimously carried to enter into executive session. 


                                             * * * *
Commissioner Gary Spillman moved, seconded by Commissioner Clayton Hurdle to exit executive session and return to the Regular Board Meeting.

                                                                    * * * *
Commissioner Jody Meche moved, seconded by Commissioner Sean McGee and unanimously passed to approve permanent status for Nathan Wyatt.

Commissioner Jody Meche moved, seconded by Commissioner Sean McGee and unanimously passed to approve permanent status for Jamarcus Lacy.

Commissioner Jody Meche moved, seconded by Commissioner Sean McGee and unanimously passed to approve permanent status for Dean Blanchard.

                                                                    * * * *
Commissioner Jody Meche moved, seconded by Commissioner Mark Guillory and unanimously carried to authorize the staff to advertise for fuel, aggregates, and the official journal.
                                                                    * * * * 
The Commissioners were advised of the 39th Annual Association of Levee Boards Workshop – Thursday and Friday, May 7-8, 2026, in Baton Rouge, LA.
                                                                    * * * * 
Commissioner Gary Spillman moved, seconded by Commissioner Andrew Zito and unanimously carried to table discussion of the Memorandum of Understanding with the Office of Technology Services until the April Board meeting.

                                                                    * * * * 
                                                              RESOLUTION 

Moved by Commissioner Jody Meche, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne, and

unanimously carried:

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District learned

with deepest regret and sincere sorrow of the death of William Bill Flynn on 

February 11, 2026, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Flynn was an active and respected member of the Board of 

Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District from May 19, 2004 until 

February 7, 2025, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Flynn will be missed by many who were close to him and who cherished his friendship.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of this Board do hereby express its

condolences to the family of Mr. Bill Flynn, and its deepest regrets upon his death, that this Resolution be incorporated and made a permanent part of the Minutes of this Board, and further that a copy of this Resolution be presented to the Flynn Family, so that they may know of our sincere appreciation of the life of Mr. Flynn and of our sincere regrets in his passing:

Vote:


Yeas:    Commissioners Mark Guillory, Spencer Harvey, Clayton Hurdle, Jacques LaCour, Earl Matherne, Sean McGee, Jody Meche, Nickie Rockforte, Gary Spillman and Andrew Zito

Nays:
None 


Absent and not voting:   Commissioners Kenneth Gordon, Daniel Hebert, Tommy Thibodeaux

The vote in favor thereof being unanimous, the resolution was declared duly adopted.

I, Kristy Jewell, Secretary for the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy

of excerpts of the Minutes of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, a Regular Meeting held in Port Allen, Louisiana, on Wednesday, March 4, 2026.
                                                                   /s/ Kristy Jewell, Secretary


Secretary Mrs. Kristy Jewell read the Sympathy Resolution for Mr. William “Bill” Flynn. Commissioner Jody Meche moved, seconded by Commissioner Andrew Zito, to approve the resolution. A Roll Call Vote was called as follows: 
Yeas:
Commissioners Guillory, Harvey, Hurdle, LaCour, Matherne, McGee, Meche, Rockforte, Spillman, and Zito

Nays:
None

Absent and not voting: Commissioner Gordon, Hebert and Thibodeaux
The resolution passed unanimously.

                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Will Tyson advised the board that he would recommend we not roll forward on the mileage rate this year, but we would need to roll forward next year in 2027. Commissioner Sean McGee moved seconded by Commissioner Mark Guillory to not roll forward this year, but to roll forward the millage in 2027. The motion passed with one objection.
                                                                    * * * * 
There being no further business to come before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Mark Guillory, and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.
_______________________________

__________________________________
Kristy Jewell, Secretary

Tommy Thibodeaux, President

________________________________

Linda Alwood, Contract Stenographer
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